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A message from the
Ministry of Education
Choosing an occupation should not be left to accident or chance. Making
wise occupational choices is the result of a process described as career
development. Career development consists of three components:
1. Self-awareness
2. Career awareness
3. Decision making
Each person must have adequate knowledge about self and occupations and
the decision-making skills to process such information into wise occupational
choices. Wise choices ultimately lead to job satisfaction and increased
productivity. Inadequate information/knowledge leads to poor decision
making, and, ultimately, low productivity.
Accurate and current occupational information is also very useful and
important to our guidance ofﬁcers in their practice of career counselling.
The Ministry of Education, therefore, applauds the work of AFETT in its
endeavour to present our student population with current occupational
information. The transition from student to wage-earner is crucial to national
development, and The Trinidad and Tobago Career Handbook has the
potential to assist students in making smooth transitions.
October 2004
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Message from the
Canadian High Commission
The Canadian-Caribbean Gender Equality Program, an initiative of the
Canadian International Development Agency, has the goal of increasing
opportunities for women in Caribbean countries so that they may participate
fully and equitably in the sustainable development of their societies.
We believe that AFETT’s “Classroom to Boardroom” program, featuring
The Trinidad and Tobago Career Handbook is an important step towards
achieving this objective, and are honoured to sponsor this unique publication.
We are conﬁdent that it will be an invaluable resource for young women and
men in Trinidad and Tobago, as they choose careers and begin their journey to
becoming productive and successful Caribbean citizens.
Elizabeth Brown
Development Consultant
Canada Fund Ofﬁce
Canadian High Commission
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Welcome from the
President of AFETT
We spend such a large portion of our lives working. If you were to work eight
hours a day, ﬁve days a week, for 30 years, you would have spent one-third of
that time working—half if you don’t count the time you’re asleep. So you might
as well be working at something you ﬁnd satisfying and fulﬁlling. This book is
designed to help you do just that: ﬁnd a career (not just a job) that’s a good ﬁt
for your skills and personality, and help you work towards becoming qualiﬁed
in your profession of choice.
Things have changed a good deal since most of the women who are currently
members of AFETT were at secondary school. The globalised world we live in,
with its increased competitiveness, demands even higher standards than before.
We can now share one another’s experiences via satellite, cable television and
the World Wide Web. With development, however, comes responsibility. And
there is no greater responsibility than being true to yourself. The thing about
truth, though, is that it always takes the long way home—which proves that one
thing hasn’t changed since AFETT members were at school: the value of hard
work.
Hard work by dedicated AFETT members (especially Career Book
Chairperson Lara Quentrall-Thomas and her committee) is what got this book
to the stage where you can use it as a resource, a guide to help you chart your
career path. It doesn’t matter whether you have the scientiﬁc aptitude and
steady hands to be a surgeon, or the musical talent required to be a pan player:
hard work is the key to success. We have tried to make this book as diverse as
possible, highlighting opportunities for all young people—male and female,
academically and non-academically inclined—so that you can identify career
options in the arts, sciences, humanities or business, as well as careers that are
relevant to the communities in which you live.
The other wonderful lesson we have been reminded of in producing this
book is the value and power of teamwork. AFETT could never have published
this guide were in not for the generosity and support of the Canadian High
Commission’s Gender Equity Unit (thanks are due especially to Denise De
Bique, who believed in our vision, and Dr Patricia Mohammed from the
University of the West Indies, St Augustine, who facilitated a gender workshop
for AFETT members to ensure that we were all speaking the same language),
the Ministry of Education or the tireless efforts of our publishers. Let teamwork
be your mantra as well—people are your most valuable resource.
If the career you wish to pursue isn’t available locally, let this book be an
inspiration for you to get creative: get in touch with people who can help point
you in the right direction; build a network (it will come in handy later on, no
matter what career you choose to pursue); and do your research.
When our association was formally launched in 2002, we worked hard to
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develop it into the premier businesswomen’s networking organisation that it is
today. AFETT will continue to facilitate female executives and entrepreneurs in
being more effective in the business world, and we will continue to give back
to society. In fact, our members will soon be embarking upon Phase 2 of our
“Classroom to Boardroom” initiative: follow-up mentorship sessions with many
of the students who use this book, via interactive training workshops designed to
help young people identify career options, focus on self-reliance and prepare for
the world of work. The focus of this part of the programme will be on helping
to shape independent, self-assured and competent young people who are able to
hold their own in the workplace and in life.
From career choices to ﬁnancial independence to work and people skills,
this is indeed a journey “from classroom to boardroom”—not only in the sense
that our young people will emerge from the school environment into the world
of work, but that they will do so as responsible, well-rounded citizens of this
country.
Education makes you employable. It also gives you the ability to fulﬁl your
dreams. It breaks barriers, helps you gain access to not simply jobs, but fulﬁlling
careers—even callings. This Career Guidance Manual will be an important tool
in widening your career choices and enhancing your productivity, opportunity
and mobility in the job market. We hope that this book helps you to be more
effective in making what will undoubtedly be one of the most important
decisions of your life: exactly what to do with it.
Janine Mendes-Franco
AFETT
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Gender Awareness
The last 60 years have been a time of rapid and constant change in the world.
Every day we seem to communicate more quickly, in an environment where
computers are shrinking in size, new software applications are constantly being
developed, and where the networking potential of the Internet is driving society
and helping create a global community and economy. Societies have shifted
from a focus on industry to a focus on information and knowledge, and as the
explosive growth in information and communications technologies changes the
way we live and work, the world has become an increasingly complex, and in
many ways uncertain one.
If countries want to be part of the “knowledge society”, where information
and knowledge are seen as more important and valuable than capital, natural
resources or labour, their populations are expected to be responsive and
adaptable to the changes that are taking place. The emphasis in these challenging
times is on creating “knowledge workers”—people who have the potential and
ability to take effective action in varied and uncertain situations. The challenge
for governments and for organisations is to develop their people in such a way
that they are constantly learning and fully utilising their skills, experience and
knowledge to understand, interpret and act upon the environment. This is the
only way to ensure competitiveness and survival.
One of the realities faced by organisations today is that, in addition to having
to create and manage “knowledge workers”, they are having to deal with
a workforce that is increasingly diverse. Today’s work environment brings
together people representing a wide range of races, ethnicities, genders, age
groups, religions and physical abilities, to name just a few. This diversity
presents several challenges, but it also offers many opportunities.
Because of the demand for increased innovation, commitment and productivity
in the globalised work environment, organisations cannot afford to ignore these
changes in the workplace, and must be prepared to deal with the challenges and
the opportunities workplace diversity presents.
Organisations are now expected to understand and make better use of this
diversity, and it is within this context that AFETT saw the need to provide
information to young people on the changing realities of the workplace and
its required expectations. It is widely acknowledged that real growth and
development is not possible unless attention is paid to gender issues, and that
equality between men and women, boys and girls is one of the foundations of
a successful modern society. Given its mandate to “Make Women Winners”,
AFETT recognised, therefore, that the issue of gender, in particular, is a critical
one for all organisations.
As part of its own capacity building and understanding of gender issues, 10
members of AFETT attended a half-day workshop entitled “Understanding
Gender in Our Public and Private Life”. The workshop was designed to place the
concept of gender within the context of current world realities, and underlined
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the fact that gender sensitivity and awareness means not marginalising men, but
empowering women based on their abilities and their desire to realise their full
potential.
The information gained from the workshop was instrumental in the
development of the Career Book, as it was used to ensure that the language used
was gender-sensitive and that attention was focused on a wide variety of jobs.
We take this opportunity to thank Dr Patricia Mohammed, Senior Lecturer,
Centre for Gender and Development Studies, UWI, St Augustine, for raising our
awareness on the issue of gender in this valuable workshop, and for helping us
focus on this important aspect of diversity in the world of work.
Our heartfelt thanks go out as well to the CIDA/CARICOM Gender Equality
Programme for funding this project, and to the Co-ordinator of the Fund, Denise
Noel-de Bique, for her interest and support.
Finally, we wish to express our gratitude to everyone who contributed to
the success of this venture, including the persons who attended the workshop,
former AFETT President Rhea Yawching and the other members of the Board,
with special thanks to Lara Quentrall-Thomas, who headed the committee
which organised this project, and whose relentless effort kept the group
eternally motivated.
Petra Koonoolal
“From Classroom to Boardroom” Committee
AFETT
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SECTION 1

How To Use This Book
This book is meant to provide you with a good share of the information you will need
to make an informed decision about what you’re going to do with the rest of your life.
But it does not contain all the information. It does not list, for instance, all the possible
careers that exist.
We encourage you, therefore, to think of The Trinidad and Tobago Career Handbook
as a good starting point for your journey towards choosing your life’s work. You’ll
also want to do lots of personal research and talk as well to experienced people like
your teachers, school counselors, parents, relatives and especially people who actually
work in the ﬁelds you’re interested in—this last group will in fact be one of your most
valuable resources.
The Trinidad and Tobago Career Handbook is divided into two main sections. The
ﬁrst section comprises a series of listings and articles containing practical information
on choosing a career, higher education and the job-search process, and is fairly
straightforward. Where possible, we have included websites and contact information
for places where you can ﬁnd further information.
The second section is a somewhat comprehensive listing of occupations, including
information on the secondary school subjects required, the personality types suited to
the occupation and the typical career path somebody who qualiﬁes in each ﬁeld might
expect to follow. A more detailed explanation of this portion of the book is included in
the section introduction.
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Developing A Career Plan
What do you want to be when you grow up? We’ve all heard the question, and, chances
are, if you’re reading this book, not only are you almost all grown up, you’re starting to
think about what you want to do with the rest of your life. Planning your future should
be an enjoyable and exciting journey. There are so many career options out there—how
do you know which one is right for you?
1. Know Yourself
Honest self-assessment is key to starting out on the right career path. What are you
interested in? What are you good at? Figuring out what gets you excited and what
your skills are can point you in the right career direction. Here are some questions
you may want to ask yourself:
• What do I enjoy doing?
• What experiences stand out in my mind as being enjoyable and/or challenging?
• What did I learn about myself from these experiences?
• What are my work values?
• What are my accomplishments/success stories? (List areas in which you have
excelled or have demonstrated a natural ability)
Once you have made a list of your skills and personal qualities (which you may
have developed through extra-curricular activities, volunteer work, hobbies or social
activities), see if there is any correlation between the things you like and what your
skills are—these are the foundations of a solid career. For instance, if you are a “people
person” with good organisational skills, you might want to look at something like Event
Planning as a career.
As you start to develop a better understanding of yourself, it will be easier to identify
both your physical and psychological needs, and the ways they affect your career
choices. What kind of setting do you think you would like to work in? An ofﬁce? Small
or large? Outdoors? A studio? And what kinds of interactions do you think you would
like to have with your fellow workers?
For instance, if you are a person who likes to be physically active, a desk job may not
be the thing for you. Or if you’re the kind of person who works best in an environment
where you’re given lots of freedom to make decisions on your own, a job which
requires you to follow many hard-and-fast rules may feel stiﬂing.
As you zero in on these two areas you will begin to see more clearly how you can bring
your skills and preferences in line with your career aspirations.
2. Think of how you are going to present yourself
Start thinking of yourself as a brand and your employer as your target market. What
kind of person would you want to invest in as an employer? Skills that add value to
your brand include practicing ethical behaviour, learning to work as part of a team
and dealing with conﬂict in a professional manner, as well as enhancing your workrelated skills and remaining current with industry and technological trends.
3. Do Your Homework
Once you’ve got a clearer idea of what your skills and preferences are, you’ll want
to start learning more about the actual career options that are open to you. The
Career Listing included in this manual offers fairly detailed descriptions of various
careers, but it’s also advisable to do some of your own research.
One of the best ways to ﬁnd out about a career is, of course, to talk with somebody
who actually works in the ﬁeld. Some careers can look very glamourous from
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the outside, but the reality may be quite different. On the other hand, you might
discover that a career which did not appeal to you initially has many surprising
and rewarding qualities. Many adults would be happy to take the time to talk with
you about their work if you ask them, and can give you valuable insights into the
“culture” of different organisations. This information, in turn, could come in handy
when the time comes for you to present your resumé or make the right impression
at an interview.
You’ll also want to read as much as possible about your desired ﬁeld. Try and
ﬁnd books relating to the subject, and of course the Internet gives you access to a
wealth of information—use it. Once you start researching different careers, you
will probably ﬁnd that there are far more careers available in a given ﬁeld than you
previously thought. If your skills lie in the area of art, for instance, you will ﬁnd
that there are numerous options open to you, including Photography and Graphic
Design.
Another area you’ll want to research is market trends. What is happening on the
job market in your ﬁeld of interest? Is there a need for people in your desired
ﬁeld? What are the jobs of the future, the professions that will be most needed in
the coming years? But don’t let this limit your thinking. If you are passionately
interested in something, chances are there’s a future career in there somewhere.
4. Build your Career as you would your Home
Sounds strange? It really isn’t, when you think about it. Choosing a career is one
of the most important decisions you will make in your entire life. You will build it
from the ground up, just like a house. You will invest time, money and creativity in
it, just like a house. And if you do it right, over time it will feel like a home, a place
where warmth, positive energy and love are generated. Try this exercise: compare
your ideal career with your dream home and see what you build. Ask yourself these
questions:
• What features of your home are absolutely non-negotiable? What must you
have, no matter what?
• How do you need the home to function?
• What things would be important to you if you were buying a home?
• What would you need to do to ensure that your home is properly maintained,
and that it can adapt as your needs grow?
Now translate your ﬁndings in career terms and discover how that shapes your choice.
5. Figure out the Bottom Line
We’re always being told that money isn’t everything, but it is still important to look
at the ﬁnancial aspects of your desired career, both in terms of the cost of training
and your future earning ability. What kind of rewards do you expect to get from
your future career, both ﬁnancial and otherwise?
Different things matter to different people—travel opportunities may mean more
to someone interested in becoming a pilot than how many zeros there are in the
starting salary. Talking to people who work in the industry you are interested in can
again be very helpful here: not only will you get the information you need to make
an informed decision, but these early industry contacts may also help you get a foot
in the door when you actually start looking for a job.
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6. Be True To Yourself
Many people will offer you advice on what career path they believe you should
follow, including parents, teachers and peers. This advice can often be very useful
and accurate, but sometimes it’s more a reﬂection of their desires than yours.
Listen to it all, but in the end you’ll want to accept only the information that feels
right to you.
7. Choose The Right School
Assuming you’ve ﬁgured out what you want to do, the next step is determining a
course of training. Here are the questions you need to ask yourself:
• What course of study would best prepare me for my chosen career and offer the
best job opportunities in my ﬁeld?
• Do I need a degree, or will a diploma sufﬁce?
• Will I be getting hands-on training or is the course mainly theoretical?
• Which course best matches my career goals?
• Which school best suits my style?
• Is this training available locally or do I have to go abroad?
• How much will this cost? Will I need ﬁnancial aid, or, more importantly, is
ﬁnancial aid available?
• Will my degree/diploma be recognised in the territory where I want to work?
You should be able to ﬁnd answers to these difﬁcult, yet essential questions before you
commit to a career path. Your school counsellor may be able to help, but information
is also available at the National Library and the libraries of the Embassy or High
Commission of the country in which you may wish to study.
Most of all, as you chart a course for yourself, remember that your career is but one
aspect of your life and should never deﬁne you entirely. When you do ﬁnd the career
that’s right for you, however, you will understand the joy of knowing that it will always
be one of your most deﬁnitive experiences.
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Looking for a Job
Many students leave school without a clue about how to prepare for their ﬁrst job interview.
If you’re lucky, your school may already have laid the foundation for you by organising
workshops on preparing for the world of work. But whether your school offers such
programmes or not, it can never hurt to gather as much information as possible.
Here are a few things you can do to make your job search easier:
Register with recruitment agencies. A recruitment agency links job opportunities with job
seekers, and usually charges the company, not the candidate, for a successful placement.
Some agencies also offer other services such as résumé preparation and interview tips.To
ﬁnd a list of agencies look in the Yellow Pages or the Classiﬁeds section of the newspapers,
under “Employment”. It’s also useful to conduct an Internet search as most agencies now
have websites.
Make sure you research several in order to ﬁnd the ones which best suit your needs. Some
agencies may charge you for registering or successful placement, so make sure and ask what
you get in return for the money you pay. Ask friends about their agency experiences.
To get the most out of an agency, you should:
• Be as professional as you would be with any employer—dress properly, have a
positive attitude and be on time
• Have your résumé and documents prepared and up-to-date
• Ask how they would like you to register and be prepared to have an initial interview
and pay a registration fee
• Be clear about what kind of work you are looking for
• Review contracts and, if necessary, take them home before signing
• Keep in regular contact with them—but don’t nag!
• Register with more than one agency
Remember, there is only so much that an agency can, and will, do on your behalf. You
cannot just sit back and let them be responsible for your future, and they will expect you to
also be proactive in your job search by applying to positions advertised in the newspapers or
sending your CV to companies you wish to work for.
Learn the skill of networking. You’ve heard it said a million times before: “It’s not what
you know, it’s who you know.” And the reason you’ve heard it so many times is because
there’s some truth in it. Personal connections can lead you to many job opportunities and
chances for professional growth. Networking is not a practice limited to small communities
like ours; it’s also a common practice in large countries like the US. Consider this: how
many times have you recommended a friend to a good hairdresser or barber, seamstress or
tailor? The same goes for you, the job-seeker—if you network with enough of your friends,
your parents’ friends, your teachers, and especially your school principal, there’s a strong
possibility that one of these people will put you in contact with someone who can help you
ﬁnd a job. Even if you don’t consider yourself the outgoing or social type, networking is
something that’s worth putting some effort into learning to do.
Send out cold-call applications. Another way people sometimes ﬁnd jobs is by sending out
job applications to companies which have not advertised any vacancies. While your success
rate using this method may be low, it’s still a start. Some companies do not acknowledge
unsolicited applications; others will at least let you know they have received it, advising
that they either have no vacancies but will keep your résumé on ﬁle up to three months,
six months or one year, or letting you know that they do have a vacancy. You can identify
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these companies by going through the Yellow Pages, reading the newspaper, or simply
walking through the town centres to identify those companies which may not advertise in
the newspaper. Remember, though—it can take at least 90 such applications before you get
a response that leads to a job, so be persistent!
Respond to vacancy advertisements: Self-explanatory.
Volunteer: Volunteering is a great way to help yourself ﬁnd a job, and also achieves two
purposes: it helps you develop job skills and your networking skills as well. Find out about
charities in your community that interest you, and commit yourself to registering with them
as a volunteer.
Read the newspaper: This may seem like an obvious recommendation, but it’s surprising
how many people don’t read the newspaper—especially the business papers—on a daily
basis? Many of your potential employers are mentioned or advertise in the newspaper, so
this is a great way of gathering information as to what your employment options are.
Search the Internet: The Internet contains a wealth of information on numerous topics,
including advice on careers and on looking for jobs. Obviously, much of the information is
directly targeted to larger countries like the US, but you can still glean useful tips on topics
such as interview preparation and career direction.
Some useful websites
We’ve found the websites below to be useful sources of information on the job-seeking
process:
www.interviewmastery.com This site offers both a paid and free service. Weekly tips are
sent via e-mail to candidates on résumé and cover-letter preparation, preparing oneself for
an interview and interviewing techniques. For more detailed information on ﬁnding that
dream job—personality tests, model résumé and cover letter formats, interview practice
questions, etc—candidates may subscribe to the paid version of this service.
www.ivillage.com This website is geared primarily to women. It offers some great tips on
preparing yourself for work and ﬁnding good jobs. It also offers useful tips on starting your
own business.
www.monster.com This popular website offers a recruitment service—you can post your
résumé on the website—as well as career-building advice. The résumé-posting service is
free; for a fee you can opt for an enhanced level of service.
www.careerbuilder.com Similar to www.monster.com, and offering similar services.
www.about.com/careers/ A great site offering advice on an array of topics, including
career building and quizzes which help you ﬁnd careers that cater to your strengths and
your interests. Deﬁnitely one to bookmark and use as a constant reference throughout your
career, regardless of your career level.
www.bestcaribbeanjobs.com Website offering jobs for Caribbean nationals. It serves only
as a recruitment service, however, and doesn’t offer any career advice.
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How to Survive a Job Interview
A job interview is a daunting experience, but it’s one it will be hard to avoid if you’re
looking for a job. Here are a few tips which can help make this nerve-wracking exercise
a little easier:
Preparing your résumé
A résumé is a brief account of one’s professional or work experience and qualiﬁcations,
and in most cases you will need to submit one of these along with your employment
application. A résumé is a self-marketing device which advertises who you are,
your capabilities, aspirations for the future and past, or current associations and
achievements. The purpose of the résumé is to get you a job interview.
Before beginning to write your résumé, you should do some self-analysis and
research. What do you like doing? What do you want to do in the future? What do you
want to tell others about yourself? How do you want to say it? How do you want to
group the information? What type of organisation do you want to work with? After you
have put down everything about yourself, begin to structure your résumé.
Your name, address and contact numbers should be clearly positioned on the
document, in a legible typeface. This could be followed by your objective. State your
education and any work experience you may have. Include information on clubs or
professional associations of which you are or were a member, as well as involvement in
sporting and cultural activities and any special awards or scholarships. Do not include
information on race, religion, age, political afﬁliation, references, your desired salary,
and do not attach photos to the document. (See “Résumé Do’s and Dont’s” on pages
18-19 for more information on preparing your résumé).
Preparing for the Interview
You’ve submitted your application and résumé, and the company has called you for an
interview. What now? Here are a few things you can do to prepare yourself for this next
step:
• Find out as much about the company as you can. What is their business? How
long have they been in operation? Do they have any special interests you should
know about? For example, are they especially interested in the environment or
another pressing social issue?
• Familiarise yourself with the information you have given in your résumé to
ensure that you will be comfortable with any questions you might be asked
about it.
• Practise answering the following questions: Why do you want this job? What
do you think you can bring to this company? What are your strengths and
weaknesses? (Though remember for the résumé itself not to dwell on your
weaknesses, and focus on your strengths).
It might be useful instead to ask a friend or family member to help you by playing the
role of the interviewer and giving you honest feedback.
• Plan your interview outﬁt (women should stay away from anything too tight or
short, men from trendy “urban” wear) from the day before. Try it on and ensure
that you are comfortable. Practice walking in the shoes if they are new.
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•

•

Try out your hairstyle and make up (if you wear such) with the outﬁt to
ensure that you like the total image. You may not have time on the day of the
interview to practice different hairstyles and make-up effects. The same for any
jewellery and accessories you plan to wear (less is better). Get feedback on the
total image.
Keep talking positively to yourself.

The Day of the Interview
• Make an effort to arrive for the interview at least 10 minutes before the
scheduled start.
• Take a few minutes to freshen up before you come out of your transport. Ensure
that hair is in place.
• Keep talking positively to yourself.
The Interview
• Walk into the room with conﬁdence, head up and shoulders back.
• Smile, make eye contact with the persons in the room and offer a greeting. Wait
to be asked to be seated.
• If possible, place your bag at the side of your chair and sit with your hands
loosely clasped. Do not wring your hands or play with the rings on your ﬁnger.
Do not ﬁdget.
• Listen attentively to what is being asked. Make sure that you begin to answer
after the person has stopped talking—do not interrupt the interviewer.
• If you do not understand a question, ask for clariﬁcation. If you cannot answer
the question, be honest about it.
• When answering, look at the person who asked the question, but be sure to
include other persons who may be on the panel by glancing at them from time
to time.
• Do not talk too much. Answer the question asked and do not seek to give
information that was not requested. If there is silence when you have ﬁnished
speaking, do not begin to speak again.
• Do not say negative things about persons or other organisations where you may
have interviewed or with whom you have interacted.
• If this information was not given at the start of the interview, when given the
opportunity, ask for details about the position and the company’s expectations.
Be careful when asking about salary.
• At the end of the interview, shake hands with all persons on the interviewing
panel and thank them for having given you the opportunity to interview with
the organisation.
• Walk out of the room as you walked in—with conﬁdence.
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Résumé Do’s and Dont’s
DO . . .
1.

Remember: there is no one “right way” to do a résumé.

2.

Organise data in reverse chronological order, most recent ﬁrst.

3.

Focus on skills.

4.

Use action words.

5.

List skills with evidence to support them.

6.

Use a formal style—no abbreviations or contractions.

7.

Have someone proofread your résumé for grammar, spelling, tense and
syntax. It’s difﬁcult to proofread your own work. It must be grammatically
perfect.

8.

Looks count. How your résumé looks and reads reﬂects your communication
and writing skills, and your ability to attend to detail. Research shows that
60% of employers make up their minds about a résumé based solely on its
appearance.

9.

Look at your résumé from a distance. Does it look neat? Is the layout
pleasing? Does it look easy to read? Does what you want to emphasise
stand out? You should notice your name, section headings, job titles, places
worked. Use spacing selectively for emphasis. Keep in mind that your résumé
will probably be skimmed quickly—for about 20 seconds.

10. Have your advisor or someone in your ﬁeld of interest read it and give you
feedback on technical language.
11. Use high quality white or off-white paper and black ink. Research shows that
employers may react somewhat negatively to coloured paper.
12. Photocopy to see how well your choice of paper copies. Workplaces often
copy résumés and distribute the copies to various departments.
13. Use a 10-14 point typeface, a 1-inch margin all around, and simple typefaces.
14. Using underlining and italics draws the eye to speciﬁc areas.
15. Limit the length to one page, adding a second only if absolutely necessary
(when you have acquired signiﬁcant experience).
16. Send a cover letter along with the résumé.
17. Update frequently. Is your Career Objective current? Your address correct?
Your most recent job listed?
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Résumé Do’s and Dont’s

DON’T . . .
1.

Give an employer any excuse to eliminate your résumé from consideration.

2.

Try to make your résumé “stand out from the crowd” through the use of
fancy graphics or art work.

3.

Use complicated typefaces, graphics, or shadings.

4.

Use acronyms without ﬁrst spelling out what they stand for.

5.

Lie, exaggerate or misrepresent your background.

6.

Include any personal information, for example, height, weight, marital status,
age, health.

7.

Overuse bullet points!
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Scholarships, Bursaries and
Financial Assistance
In Trinidad and Tobago scholarships are generally awarded based on academic
achievement, for example, the national scholarships awarded by the government.
National Scholarships
The Trinidad & Tobago government currently offers:
• 18 Open Scholarships, three each in the areas of Business, Language, Modern
Studies, Mathematics, Science and Environmental Science
• 35 Additional Scholarships, ﬁve each in Business, Language, Modern Studies,
Mathematics, Science, Environmental studies and any other subject
• 139 Further Additional Scholarships
• Four further Additional Scholarships are granted to students who place ﬁrst to
10th in the world in various subject areas
• The President’s Medal, awarded to two students in the area of Science and
Modern Studies
• Five National Scholarships, awarded to students of Technical Institutes based
on the results of the Technician’s Diploma
• Two Scholarships awarded on the basis of ﬁnal examinations of the Eastern
Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and Forestry
• Four Special Additional National Scholarships to students who attended both
Junior Secondary and Senior Comprehensive Schools.
University Of The West Indies
At the University of the West Indies, bursaries are allocated on the basis of ﬁnancial
need, though academic standing must also be maintained.
There are also a number of business corporations which sponsor scholarships and
bursaries at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Several of these companies
contribute generously as well to the University of the West Indies’ (UWI) Development
and Endowment Fund, which has been in existence for the past 15 years. This fund
has helped over 1,000 students achieve their educational goals, and is speciﬁcally
aimed at assisting promising students who are in ﬁnancial difﬁculty. The scholarships
and bursaries under this fund are distributed according to the chosen ﬁeld of study
throughout the six faculties at UWI’s St Augustine Campus. In 2003 a record total of
$1,426,169 was disbursed from this fund to 211 deserving students.
Here are some of the scholarships and bursaries available in Trinidad and Tobago
at the time of writing. This list is by no means exhaustive: several companies in the
private sector contribute funds towards education and many have their own education
foundations. A comprehensive list of undergraduate scholarships and bursaries can be
obtained from The University of the West Indies Student Affairs section:
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Awards open to Students entering Year I
1. *bpTT—Dr Lawrence J. Tiezzi Fund Scholarship
2. *John & Ellen Gillette Scholarship
3. The Raphael Douglas–Heinemann Excellence Award in Science Teaching
Scholarship
4. *Republic Bank Ltd. Career Builder Bursary
5. *Rotary Club of Port of Spain West Bursary
6. *Scotiabank Bursary
7. *Trintoplan Consultant Ltd. Bursary
*Open ONLY to A Level applicants entering UWI at the beginning of the Academic
Year
Applications for these Awards open at the beginning of the Academic Year.
Awards open to Students entering Year II or Year II
1. Advertising Agencies Association of Trinidad & Tobago Bursary
2. Alumni Association of Canada (CAN-AL) Bursary
3. ASCO Trinidad Limited Bursary
4. Association of Professional Engineers of T&T (APETT) Bursary
5. Berger Paint Bursary
6. Board Engineering of Trinidad and Tobago Bursary
7. bpTT LLC Scholarship
8. Carillion (Caribbean) Ltd. Bursary
9. D’Pholis Bursary
10. Desalination Company of Trinidad & Tobago (DESALCOTT) Scholarship
11. Ernest Johnston Memorial (Jamaica Producer Group Ltd.) Bursary
12. First Citizens Bank Ltd. Bursary
13. Hilton Trinidad & Conference Centre Bursary
14. Hydro Agri Trinidad Ltd. Bursary
15. Information Technology Professional Society of T&T (ITPS) Bursary
16. INNCOGEN Scholarship
17. Institute of Chartered Accountants of Trinidad & Tobago
18. Jentech Consultants Bursary
19. KFC Bursary
20. Kee Chanona Ltd. Bursary
21. L.J. Williams Educational Trust Bursary
22. Margaret Seedansingh Bursary
23. NEM (West Indies) Insurance Ltd. (NEMWIL) Scholarship
24. National Gas Company (NGC) Bursary
25. National Lotteries Control Board T&T (NLCB) Bursary
26. Nestle Bursary
27. Personal Image Photo Studio (PIPS) Bursary
28. Pizza Hut Bursary
29. Powergen Bursary
30. R.E. Diffenthaller Foundation Educational Trust Bursary
31. Republic Bank Ltd.—Career Builder Scholarship
32. Sadick Mohammed (Campus Villas) Scholarship
33. Samuel Naranjit Scholarship
34. Scotiabank Bursary
35. Society of Petroleum Engineers of Trinidad & Tobago Bursary
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36. Sunny Group of Companies Scholarship
37. TATECO Credit Union Co-op Society Ltd.—Mc Donald Hinds Bursary
38. Teachers Credit Union Co-op Society Ltd.—Mrs. Elaine Browne Bursary
39. Telecommunication Services of Trinidad & Tobago (TSTT) Scholarship
40. TEXACO Foundation Scholarship
41. TITAN Methanol Company Bursary
42. Trinidad and Tobago Stock Exchange Ltd. Bursary
43. Trinidad Cement Ltd. (TCL) Group of Companies Scholarship
44. TTUTA —Ulric Loutoo Memorial Bursary
45. UWI Academic Bursary
46. UWI Alumni Association Bursary
47. UWI Co-Curricular Bursary
48. UWI Credit Union “Jerris Attzs” Bursary
49. UWI Development and Endowment Fund Bursary
50. Venture Credit Union—Esme Raphael Bursary
51. West Indies Group of University Teachers (WIGUT) Bursary
Applications for these awards open between March and May of the Academic Year
RBTT/Embassy of the United States of America
Apart from offering scholarships to their own employees, RBTT, in conjunction
with the US Embassy, offers a Fulbright Programme for non-US students. The
Fulbright Programme promotes educational exchanges that support understanding and
communication between the US and other countries. Scholarships can be applied for
through the US Embassy. More information is available at the website www.iie.org.
Government Assistance For Tuition Expenses—(GATE)
GATE (formerly the Dollar-For-Dollar Education Plan) is a grant programme intended
to make tertiary education affordable to all students of Trinidad and Tobago. Grants are
applicable for tuition fees only—a minimum of 50% for courses at public tertiary-level
institutions and 50% for students at private institutions (up to $5,000 a year). Some
students at both public and private institutions may be eligible for grants of up to 100%
of their tuition, based on the results of a “Means Test”.
For more information on applying for GATE:
Ministry of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education
Corner Agra and Patna Streets
St James
Tel.: 628-8927/622-9922 Ext. 136
Fax: 622-7646
E-mail: gate@stte.gov.tt
Website: www.gate.gov.tt
The above-mentioned scholarships and bursaries offer assistance to only a fraction
of students seeking tertiary education. The Government, in conjunction with the
commercial banks, offers a UWI Student Loan Scheme for students under a guarantee
loan fund. This scheme carries a preferred interest rate and a moratorium period,
allowing for payments to start as late as one year after the student has graduated.
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International Scholarships Frequently Asked Questions

What is a scholarship?
A scholarship is a form of ﬁnancial aid offered to students by institutions such
as universities, private companies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
governments, in order to help offset education costs.
Scholarships may be awarded based on academic merit, ﬁnancial need or achievement
in the areas of sports or extra-curricular activities.
How do I get a scholarship?
The requirements for scholarships and bursaries differ widely. The Ministry of
Education and The University of the West Indies can provide you with information on
scholarships and bursaries available locally.
Information on scholarships for study abroad (and general information on studying in
those countries) is available from the following:

Great Britain
British Council
c/o British High Commission
19 St Clair Avenue
St Clair
PO Box 778
Port of Spain
Trinidad and Tobago
Tel.: 628-0565
Fax: 622-2853
website: www.britishcouncil.org/tt.htm
United States
Embassy of the United States of
America
Public Affairs Section
7-9 Marli Street
Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago
Tel.: 622-5979/6627
website: usembassy.state.gov/trinidad/
resources.html
Canada
Canadian High Commission
Maple House, Tatil Centre
3-3A Sweet Briar Road
St Clair, Port of Spain
Trinidad and Tobago
Tel.: 622-6232
Fax: 628-2581
website: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/
trinidadtobago/
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Information on scholarships available for study in other countries, can be obtained from
the relevant Embassy, High Commision or Consulate—a listing of these is available in
the Trinidad and Tobago telephone directory.
A good source of US-speciﬁc information is the website www.collegescholarships.com,. The website Study In Canada!
(www.studyincanada.com/english/index.asp) offers a comprehensive overview of the
Canadian educational system.
Once you have selected a scholarship and school to apply to, make sure to read the ﬁne
print very carefully.
What are the terms and conditions of a scholarship?
If you are fortunate enough to earn a scholarship then the granting institution is making
an investment in your academic future. That said, you are usually expected to maintain
good grades, and demonstrated satisfactory performance in the sports/co-curricular
arena if applicable. Certain scholarships may also have other speciﬁc terms and
conditions.
What does a scholarship pay for?
Again, this varies. Depending on the type of aid you receive, a scholarship may pay for
tuition and/or books and/or room and board. Note that funds are rarely given directly
to the scholarship recipient; in most cases the granting institution will make direct
deposits to the university.
How long will the scholarship last for?
A scholarship typically lasts for the duration of your study, but again, this can vary.
Check the scholarship provider for more details.

24

Studying Abroad
Training for the career you’re interested in pursuing may not be available locally or
even in the Caribbean. In that case you might consider applying to an educational
institution abroad. Here is some information on the requirements for studying in
Canada, the United States and Great Britain. Excellent opportunities are of course
available in other countries as well: for information on these check with the relevant
Embassy, High Commission or Consulate, a listing of which is available in the Trinidad
and Tobago telephone directory. Do bear in mind that studying abroad is a costly
undertaking and that ﬁnancial assistance for such tends to be quite limited.

CANADA
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Each Canadian institution sets its own admissions requirements and selects applicants
who meet those requirements. Please note that speciﬁc requirements for institutions
will vary: students are encouraged to check directly with the institution(s) they are
interested in for speciﬁc admissions requirements. Also note that proof of language
proﬁciency will be required for admission to French-language institutions.
Career College
Career colleges are privately-owned institutions offering diploma and certiﬁcate
training programmes with the main objective of preparing students for the job market
after a short period of instruction.
The following are generally required for application:
• Ofﬁcial academic transcripts translated into English or French as requested by
the institution. Some institutions may require notarised ofﬁcial transcripts.
• Completion of the equivalent of Canadian secondary or high school
• For post-diploma programmes students are usually required to have already
successfully completed a university degree or college diploma programme
• Some schools may require students to take pre-requisite courses to ensure that
they have the appropriate academic background
Depending on the programme, students may be required to do one or all of the
following:
• Submit a portfolio
• Participate in a pre-admission interview or questionnaire
• Write a placement test or entrance exam
Community College
Diploma and certiﬁcate programme lengths vary between one and three years. Some
community colleges also offer university transfer programmes, which means students
intending to acquire a degree at a university can complete their ﬁrst two years of study
at a community college or university college and earn credits towards a university
degree programme.
International students can attend a different type of college in Québec known as
CÉGEP (College of General and Vocational Education). For students who have
completed secondary school, CÉGEP offers two-year general transition programmes to
university or three-year technical transition programmes to work.
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The following are generally required for application:
• Ofﬁcial academic transcripts translated into English or French as requested by
the institution. Some institutions may require notarised ofﬁcial transcripts.
• Completion of the equivalent of Canadian secondary or high school
• For post-diploma programs students are usually required to have already
successfully completed a university degree or college diploma programme
• Some schools may require students to take pre-requisite courses to ensure that
they have the appropriate academic background
Depending on the programme, students may be required to do one or all of the
following:
• Submit a portfolio
• Participate in a pre-admission interview or questionnaire
• Write a placement test
Undergraduate studies
The following are generally required for application:
• Ofﬁcial academic transcripts translated into English or French as requested by
the institution. Some institutions may require notarised ofﬁcial transcripts.
• Successful completion of the equivalent of a Canadian secondary school
academic program with strong marks.
Postgraduate studies
The following are generally required for application:
• Completion of an acceptable undergraduate degree from an accredited/
recognised university
• High level of academic achievement in previous studies
• Strong reference letters
• Written Statements
• Standardised tests such as the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) or the
Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT)
Engineering Studies
Programme length is typically four years of full-time study.
The following are generally required for application:
• Successful completion of the equivalent of a Canadian secondary school
academic programme with strong marks
• Above 70% or B average—above 80% or A average at the most competitive
institutions.
Admission ofﬁcers look for students with exceptionally strong marks in Mathematics,
Chemistry and English.
MBA
Programme length for an MBA is typically two years of full-time study. There are other
options available such as the part-time MBA, fast-track MBA and learning through
distance education, which can reduce or increase the length of the programme.
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The following are generally required for application:
• Minimum B average, or no lower than 70%
• Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) minimum score required
ranges from 500-600
• Previous work experience. Two years is the norm, although some institutions
will accept applicants with one year of work experience
• Letters of reference
• Personal essays
• Résumés
• Interviews
Professional Degree Programs
These include Law, Medicine, Dentistry etc.
The following are generally required for application:
• Minimum B average or no lower than 75%.
• Successful completion of several years of undergraduate university study
• Speciﬁc course prerequisites may be required
• Standardised tests such as the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) or Dentistry
Admission Test (DAT)
Admissions representatives look for students who:
• Demonstrate skills such as motivation, maturity and leadership
• Have past accomplishments or experience at work or in campus and community
activities
• Have a strong academic background
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Trinidad and Tobago nationals require a special visa to study in Canada. Information is
available at:
Canadian High Commission
Maple House
3-3A Sweet Briar Road
St Clair
Port of Spain
Trinidad & Tobago
Tel.: 622-6232
Fax: 628-2581
website: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/trinidadtobago/
Further information is available at the following websites:
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/apply-how.html
http://www.studyincanada.com/english/index.asp
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GREAT BRITAIN
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Career-based courses
Entrance requirements for career-based courses depend on the level of study. For example,
National Diploma courses and vocational A Levels normally require four or ﬁve GCSEs
or the equivalent, whereas a Higher National Diploma (HND) would require at least two A
Levels or the equivalent. You may also be required to produce evidence of relevant skills or
experience, e.g. a portfolio of drawing for an art and design course.
Degree courses
Students normally enter degree courses at around the age of 18. For admission to a degree
course, you will need three A Levels or the equivalent. The grades you need will depend on
which subject you choose and which institution you want to study at.
Postgraduate programmes
For entry to postgraduate courses, you will need an undergraduate degree or equivalent
from your country in a relevant area. For example, to study Chemistry at Master’s level,
you would need to have a degree in Chemistry. There are, however, “conversion” courses
designed to provide an intensive introduction to a subject. For these programmes, any
British undergraduate degree is sufﬁcient, even one in an unrelated area. For example,
you might have studied History for your ﬁrst degree, but could use a conversion course to
prepare for a Master of Science (MSc) degree in Information Technology.
For a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programme, you will need a UK Master’s degree or
equivalent from your country. If you don’t have a Master’s degree, you may be able to
register initially for a Master of Philosophy (MPhil) or Master of Research (MRes) course
and then transfer to the PhD programme later if your progress has been good.
MBAs
Master of Business Administration (MBA) courses usually require a British undergraduate
degree or equivalent, or a professional qualiﬁcation. Most MBA courses may also require
two or three years’ management experience.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Trinidad and Tobago citizens do not require visas to enter the UK to follow a course of
study unless they propose to pursue certain religious courses. Any such student is advised to
check their status with the British High Commission well in advance of their date of travel.
Guidance leaﬂets and information are available from the British High Commission:
The British High Commission
Consular and Immigration Section
19 St Clair Avenue
Port of Spain
Trinidad & Tobago
Tel.: 622-2748
Fax: 628-3064
Website:www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk
Further information is available at the following websites:
www.britishcouncil.org
www.educationuk.org/
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UNITED STATES
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Most US universities expect international students to have a secondary school diploma
or secondary school examination results that would enable them to attend a university in
their home country. This is particularly true of the most competitive universities, which
look for students with high grades (among other things). There is, however, a wide range
of admission standards and acceptance rates among US universities and colleges.
Since the US system of education places great emphasis on breadth of knowledge, it
is also important that your secondary school study has included a variety of subjects
such as English, Mathematics, natural sciences (Physics, Chemistry, and/or Biology),
humanities or social sciences (History, Geography, Economics, Politics, or similar
subjects), and a foreign language.
Lastly, universities will not usually accept international students who are younger than
age 17.
As a part of the application process, most American colleges and universities require
scores from one of the US standardised admissions tests such as the SAT or ACT
(undergraduate), or the GRE, GMAT, LSAT or MCAT (postgraduate). These tests
are primarily multiple-choice aptitude tests intended to measure the skills necessary
for study. American colleges and universities use them as a means of assessing all
applicants (from the United States and other countries) against the same standard. Keep
in mind that secondary school diplomas and examinations are not an equivalent to
admissions tests, and that tests are only one part of the application—good test scores
alone do not guarantee admission to the schools of your choice.
To ﬁnd out about speciﬁc admissions test requirements consult the website of the
relevant institution. Also note that community colleges do not usually require applicants
to take standardised admissions tests. Some universities may have their own in-house
examinations or additional tests that applicants are required to take.
The website educationusa.state.gov/undergrad/testing/tests.htm offers further
information on standardised tests.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students and exchange visitors who have been accepted into an institution of learning
or exchange programme approved by the Attorney General of the United States require
a visa to study in the United States.
Applicants should also be prepared to provide transcripts and diplomas from previous
institutions attended and scores from standardised tests required by the educational
institution such as the SAT, GRE, GMAT, etc.
Information is available from the Embassy of the United States of America at the
address below:
Embassy of the United States
15 Queen’s Park West
Port of Spain,
Trinidad & Tobago
Tel.: 622-6371/6
Fax: 628-5462
website: usembassy.state.gov/trinidad/
Further information is available at the following website:
educationusa.state.gov/
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Planning for the future
Two things to consider in planning your career
DO I HAVE THE BASICS?
Before you begin choosing a career, you should make sure you are equipped with the
following basics:
• Language skills: Can you express yourself clearly in both speech and in writing?
Can you easily comprehend written and spoken language? Conﬁdence in using
language and expressing yourself is an asset in any job setting. Standard English
is the ofﬁcial language of this country, and while many of us choose to use nonstandard English in our social interactions and daily lives, you’re at an advantage
when you can control how and when you choose to use the two forms of the
language. Learn to use language properly—don’t let it use you.
• Mathematics: Do you have a good grasp of basic mathematical concepts? Math
is important for every aspect of life, including whichever career you choose. If
you are weak in Math, make the effort to master the basics; bear in mind that your
understanding of Math will increase as time goes by. You’ll need to pay bills,
balance your accounts, make budgets, take measurements, calculate interest and
many other activities that require Math, so don’t neglect this subject.
• Money matters: Do you know how the ﬁnancial system works? If you had money
to invest, would you know where to invest it? It literally pays to be knowledgeable
about money and ﬁnances.
• Computer literacy: Can you use a computer (and we don’t mean just for MSN
Messenger and Hotmail and video games)? Can you use a word processing program
(e.g. Microsoft Word), a spreadsheet (e.g. Microsoft Excel), an e-mail program (e.g.
Outlook Express)? Do you know how to research a topic on the Internet? Many jobs
today favour people with computer skills, so you’re at an advantage if you already
have them. Learning to touch-type will also increase your efﬁciency on a computer.
• Current affairs: Are you aware of what’s happening in the country? In the world?
These things affect your life and being informed about them will help you to make
good decisions about your daily life, as well as your future. Develop the habit of
reading the daily newspapers.
If you feel you’re lacking in any of these areas it’s a good idea to get up to speed by taking a
course, talking to people or reading up.
DOES MY FUTURE CAREER HAVE A FUTURE?
There will probably always be a need in the world, for example, for law enforcement
ofﬁcers, doctors, engineers, pilots, lawyers, construction workers, entertainers and the like.
But even these ﬁelds are constantly evolving, as new developments take place and the
needs, wants and tastes of societies change.
Say, for instance, you decided today that you were going to pursue a course specialising in
the repair of VHS machines. Think you would still have a job in ﬁve years’ time? Probably
not, seeing that VHS machines and tapes are rapidly being replaced by DVD technology.
Of course, you could then invest in further training to learn to ﬁx DVD machines. More
and more people are ﬁnding that what they learn in school may not be enough to keep them
working for their whole lives. New technologies and economic globalisation are pushing
change that demands lifelong education.
But by applying some foresight at the planning stages of your work life, however, you could
save yourself time and trouble down the road, and also position yourself to take the best
advantage of future developments.
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When you’re choosing a career you’ll want to ask yourself the following questions:
•
•
•

Are the skills I intend to acquire relevant to or needed in the place I plan to live? Is
there room in this ﬁeld for more people? Or is it already over-saturated?
What direction is the employment market likely to take? Which sectors will
ﬂourish, which decline?
How long will the skills I plan to acquire remain relevant?

You can ﬁnd the answers to these questions by:
•
•
•

Talking to guidance or career counsellors (at school and elsewhere)
Talking to people who already work in the ﬁeld you plan to pursue
Reading up on job trends in the particular ﬁeld/s in books or on the Internet

In a country with an aging population, for instance, a smart career choice might be one in
an area providing services to older people. In a country with a younger population careers
likely to have a long shelf life might be in ﬁelds such as education and service areas.
Some ﬁelds with a future
Information Technology
Developments in the domain of Information and Communications Technology are
shattering conventional communications networks and creating jobs that would have been
unimaginable 10 years ago. This is as true in a country like Trinidad and Tobago as it is in
North America. As the experts like to say, “The job you will be doing when you graduate
probably hasn’t been invented yet.”
The Service Economy
You may have heard people talking about “the service economy”. What this means is that
in many countries, services, rather than manufactured goods, have begun to account for a
bigger source of the national revenue than ever before. This means that jobs in the service
sector, which can range from tourism and hospitality to business-related services such as
accounting to publishing, training, software development, video production, legal services
etc. are a major growth area.
Small Businesses
You may have heard talk as well about “outsourcing”. What this means is that many
companies, rather than creating departments to perform jobs not directly related to what
they do, are increasingly hiring external individuals or companies to provide them with
these services. Companies today commonly outsource services like accounting, payroll,
public relations, marketing. This means that there’s an increasing need for businesses set
up to these perform speciﬁc services. Many of these companies are started by individuals or
groups of individuals, and the name given to such people is “entrepreneur”.
Starting your own business is an exciting option, but one that is full of risks as well.
Depending on your personality, running your own business will either seem like the most
attractive thing in the world, or the scariest: for many people it’s important to know that
there’s a salary at the end of the month. Talk to some people who have started their own
businesses and ﬁnd out what their experience has been like. Maybe it’s something that’s
right for you.
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Post-secondary Qualiﬁcations
Post-secondary qualiﬁcations fall into three basic groups—academic, professional and
technical.
Academic Qualiﬁcations:
Academic qualiﬁcations are traditionally offered by universities and other tertiary level
institutions. In Trinidad and Tobago these include:
• The University of the West Indies (UWI)
• UWI Institute of Business
• School of Business and Computer Studies
• School of Accounting and Management
• Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Technology
• Caribbean Union College
• Cipriani College of Labour and Co-operative Studies
• COSTAAT
After completing his/her studies at one of these institutions, a student will receive one
of the following qualiﬁcations:
1. Certiﬁcate: a document issued to a person who has successfully completed
a course of study not leading to a diploma, or a document certifying that a
person may ofﬁcially practice in certain professions. In Trinidad and Tobago, a
certiﬁcate course is normally around nine months in duration and can serve as
a pre-requisite for a diploma.
2. Diploma: a document issued by an educational institution proving that the
recipient has earned an advanced certiﬁcation or has successfully completed a
particular course of study. There are two types of diplomas:
• Ordinary Diploma: This type of diploma can be obtained in certain areas of
study, by anyone possessing a combination of the following:
• Advanced Levels
• Ordinary Levels plus a speciﬁed number of years of work experience
• Work experience
• Postgraduate Diploma: as the name implies, this type of diploma is awarded
to those who have completed a ﬁrst degree, usually at the Bachelor’s level,
in a certain ﬁeld. Simply put, a postgraduate diploma is the step in-between a
Bachelor’s Degree and a Master’s Degree.
A Diploma programme may be an extension of a certiﬁcate programme and can
last between one and two years.
3. Degree: A Degree is an academic qualiﬁcation awarded by a college or
university to a student who has completed a course of study. There are several
levels of degrees:
• Associate Degree: undergraduate degree awarded usually by a community,
junior or technical colleges on completion of a course of study with a broad
base in general education and a concentration in a speciﬁc area, and generally
lasting two years.
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•

•
•

Bachelor’s Degree: undergraduate academic degree awarded by a university on
completing a course of study that lasts three years or four years depending on
the country e.g. BSc, B.A., BBA LLB
Masters Degree: an post-graduate academic degree between a bachelor’s
degree and a doctorate e.g. MSc, M.A., MBA.
Doctoral Degree (aka Doctorate or PhD): an academic degree of the highest
level. Traditionally, the award of a doctorate implies recognition of the
candidate as an equal by the university faculty under which he or she has
studied.

Professional Qualiﬁcations
As the name implies, professional qualiﬁcations are conferred upon persons
who have completed some level of training in a professional ﬁeld. They
are typically awarded after a person has demonstrated the required level of
theoretical and practical skill, training and experience.
Here are some of the ﬁelds in which professional qualiﬁcations are available:
1. Accounting: ACCA, CAT, FLMI etc.
2. Banking and Insurance: Chartered Financial Analyst, Certiﬁed Financial
Planner, Chartered Life Underwriter etc.
3. Real Estate Management
4. Project Management
5. Administration: APS
6. Interior Design
Technical Qualiﬁcations
Technical Qualiﬁcations are issued in technical ﬁelds such as information
technology, and computer repair, engineering (technician’s diplomas and other
certiﬁcations), trades (e.g. printing technology and auto-mechanics), graphic
arts. These qualiﬁcations typically require at least ﬁve years of secondary
schooling and some work experience.
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Higher Education
in Trinidad and Tobago
Years ago students had to leave the country to be able to further their studies or become
certiﬁed in their choice of career. Tertiary education in Trinidad and Tobago has
experienced signiﬁcant development in recent years, however, and it is now possible
to pursue courses of study that were previously unavailable on the local market. Many
people still choose to go abroad to university, but it’s good to know that we now have
so many options to choose from right here at home. Following is a listing of some of
the major tertiary institutions in Trinidad and Tobago and their contact information. As
always you will have to do your own research, but this list will get you started.
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TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS IN TRINDAD & TOBAGO
INSTITUTION

LOCATION

CONTACT INFO

University of West Indies
(Admissions)

St Augustine

662-2002; 645-3232;
663-9684
admis@admin.uwi.tt
www.uwi.tt

Faculty of Social Sciences (UWI)

St Augustine

662-2002; 645-3232/6295 Ext.
3042, 2406, 2407
www.uwi.tt/fss

Faculty of Engineering (UWI)

St Augustine

662-2002
www.eng.uwi.tt

Faculty of Humanities and
Education (UWI)

St Augustine

662-2002 Ext. 2032, 2034, 2035,
2036;
663-5059
www.uwi.tt/fhe

Faculty of Medical Sciences
(UWI)

St Augustine

662-2002
http://sta.uwi.edu/fms

Faculty of Sciences & Agriculture
(UWI)

St Augustine

662-2002
www.uwi.tt/fsa

Caribbean Institute of Languages

POS

627-2184/2184
cilco@tstt.net.tt
www.cariblang.com

Caribbean Union College (CUC)

St Joseph

662-2241/2242/2206/ 8712, 6960832-6 Ext. 235, 239, 218
662-1197/2206, 696-1116
admissions@cuc.edu.tt
www.cuc.edu.tt

36

COURSE TYPE/SUBJECT AREAS
Academic
Faculties: Engineering, Medical Sciences, Social
Sciences, Science & Agriculture, Humanities &
Education

QUALIFICATIONS
OFFERED
Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral Degrees

Academic
Departments: Behavioural Sciences; Economics;
Management Studies

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Undergraduate, Graduate,
Post-Graduate Degrees

Academic
Departments: Electrical & Computer Engineering;
Mechanical Eng; Civil Eng; Chemical Eng; Surveying
& Land Information

Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral Degrees

Academic
Departments: Liberal Arts; History; School of
Education

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral Degrees

Academic
Departments: Clinical Dental Sciences; Pre-Clinical
Sciences; Para-Clinical Sciences; Clinical Medical
Sciences; Clinical Surgical Sciences; Clinical
Veterinary Sciences

Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral Degrees

Academic
Departments: Agricultural Economics & Extension;
Life Sciences; Chemistry; Food Production;
Mathematics & Computer Science; Physics

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral Degrees

Academic/vocational
Associated with Institute of Linguistics & American
Translators Association. Offers English as a Foreign
Language & translations and interpreting services

Elementary-Associate
Degree

Academic (can comprise vocational & technical
courses)
Afﬁliated with Andrews University, Michigan, USA.
Degrees offered are from this university. Approved by
the Ministry of Education as a centre for Diploma in
Elementary Teacher Training.

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree,
Bachelor’s, Master’s, Postgraduate Degrees
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Cipriani College of Labour & Cooperative Studies

Valsayn/Signal Hill

662-5014; 663-0975/0978;
645-0489 (Trinidad); 639-5297
(Tobago)
CCLCS@tstt.net.tt
www.cclcs.org

College of Science, Technology
& Applied Arts of Trinidad &
Tobago (COSTAATT)

Eric Williams
Medical Sciences
Complex
Campuses: John
Donaldson Technical
Institute, San
Fernando Technical
Institute, ECIAF,
Joint Services
Staff College,
Mt. Hope, Point
Fortin Government
Vocational Centre
Distance Education Centre (UWI)
St Augustine, San
Fernando, Sangre
Grande, Mayaro,
Tobago

662-4325/645-2658-9
www.costaatt.edu.tt

T 645-3232/662-2002 Ext. 2558
(St Augustine); 653-6024 (San
Fernando); 668-6757 (Sangre
Grande & Mayaro); 639-2424
(Tobago)
F 662-9103 (St Augustine); 6536028 (San Fernando); 668-6440
(Sangre Grande & Mayaro);
639-5423(Tobago)

Institute of Business (UWI)

Tunapuna

dec_sta@yahoo.com
sanfernando@dec.uwi.edu
sangregrande@dec.uwi.tt
tobago@dec.uwi.tt
www.dec.uwi.edu
645-6700; 662-1411
academic@uwi-iob.org
pptmarketing@uwi-iob.org
www.uwi-iob.org

Institute of Development and
Training
(INTAD)
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Port of Spain

624-1753
intad@tstt.net.tt
www.intadltd.com

Tertiary Institutions In Trindad & Tobago

Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree

Academic/Technical/Vocational

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree

Academic
Master’s programmes done through UWI Mona
campus, Jamaica

Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees

Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma; Postgraduate Degree

Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Advanced Diploma
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John S Donaldson Technical
Institute

Port of Spain

625-1511 Ext.127
n/a
n/a

National Energy Skills Center
(NESC)

Brechin Castle,
Couva

636-4125/5001/3339

nesctt@tstt.net.tt
www.nesctt.org
Omardeen School of Accountancy San Fernando, Port of
657-9919 (San Fernando);
Ltd.
Spain; Chaguanas
627-5235 (POS); 672-7633
(Chaguanas);
653-2414 (San Fernando); 6235245 (POS); 672-7348(Chaguanas)
omardeen@tstt.net.tt
www.omardeen.com
Professional Institute of
Marketing and Business Studies
Ltd.

Curepe

RBTT ROYTEC

POS

662-7467/7467
n/a
n/a
T 627-2192
F 627-5053
market@roytec.com
www.roytec.edu

San Fernando Technical Institute

San Fernando

653-4451-2;
652-7465
n/a
n/a

School of Accounting &
Management (SAM)

St Augustine/San
Fernando

663-6681; 662-5739 (St
Augustine); 653-9488 (San
Fernando)
saminfo@carib-link.net
www.samtt.com

School of Business & Computer
Science (SBCS)

Champ Fleurs/POS

663-7227/9688;
645-4463/2524(Champ Fleurs);
622-1993/9666; 628-8670 (Port of
Spain)
sbcs@tstt.net.tt or sbcs@cariblink.net or sbcspos@carib-link.net
www.sbcstnt.com
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Technical, Vocational, Academic

Certiﬁcate; Applied
Associate Degree,

Vocational

Certiﬁcate

Academic

Certiﬁcate in ACCA & CAT

Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree;
Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Degrees

Business

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Bachelor’s Degrees

Vocational

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree

Academic
Local tuition and e-learning with UK tutors to assist
with Henley’s Degree

Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees

Technical/Academic/Vocational

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees
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School of International Travel &
Languages (SITAL)

Tacarigua, Trincity

640-8687/9641
sital2@tstt.net.tt
www.sitalcollege.com

Student’s Accountancy Centre

Chaguanas

665-3350
sac@opus.co.tt
n/a

Trinidad & Tobago Hospitality
Training Institute

Chaguaramas

634-4250/4456/2144/2145-6
tthti@hospitalitytt.com
www.hospitalitytt.com

Trinidad & Tobago Institute of
Technology (TTIT)

Brechin Castle,
Couva

636-4125/5001/4121
nesctt@tstt.net.tt
www.ttit.edu.tt

Trinzuela Technical & Vocational
Chaguanas;POS/
College
Tobago/San Fernando

665-0416 (Chaguanas); 623-0334
(POS); 660-7144 (Tobago); 6523675;
653-2034 (San Fernando)
ttcc@tstt.net.tt
www.trinzuela.com

Valsayn Teachers’ College

Valsayn

662-2417/2417
n/a
n/a

Youth Training & Employment
Partnership Programme
(YTEPP) Ltd.

POS

625-1005/8308/0674; 624-6123
Ext. 2222
ytepp@tstt.net.tt
www.ytepp.gov.tt
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Career oriented/Professional development/Academic
Departments: Business/Accounts, Travel Tourism &
Hospitality, Information Technology and Languages. A
career college is being launched to cater to high school
graduates who wish to enroll in full-time career training
(students with full certiﬁcates in CXC or A Level);
Repeaters can get CXC classes as well as enroll in full
time career training.

Certiﬁcate; Advanced
Diploma

Academic

ACCA & CAT Certiﬁcation

Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree

Technical/Academic

Certiﬁcate; Diploma;
Associate Degree;
Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees

Technical & Secretarial

Diploma; Certiﬁcate;
Advanced Technical Diploma

Academic

Diploma in Primary School
Education

Vocational/Technical/Career Enhancement/MicroEntrepreneurship
Centre for IT courses with certiﬁcation from
Cambridge University

Certiﬁcate
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SECTION 2

Intro To Careers Directory
This section of the book comprises a listing of occupations accompanied by the
following information (where available):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Deﬁnition of the occupation or subject area
Personality traits suited to the occupation (see “Explanation of Personality
Traits” below)
Typical career path, i.e. the route generally followed by people who choose the
occupation
Recommended school subjects
List of qualiﬁcations offered in the ﬁeld
Local institutions offering courses in the subject area
Approximate cost of study (as at October 2004—please bear in mind that these
costs will more than likely increase in the future)
Other professions training in the subject area could lead to
Professional associations
Useful websites

While we have tried to make this list as comprehensive as possible, it is by no means
complete. We encourage you to supplement the information we offer you here with
your own personal research.
Explanation of Personality Traits
Practical
Investigative
Artistic
Social
Enterprising
Systematic
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has good technical and mechanical skills, values practical aspects of work
enjoys solving problems, is scientiﬁc and intellectual
creative and artistic, avoids highly repetitive tasks
enjoys helping and interacting with others, good at teaching
likes to lead others, is good at selling and seeking business opportunities
is orderly and good at planning and following through

Index Of Careers
3D Animator/Motion Graphics Artist
Account Executive (Advertising),
Accounting
Actuarial Analyst
Acupuncturist
Aeronautical Engineering
Aesthetician/Make-up Artist/Hairstylist
Agricultural Ofﬁcer
Agronomy
Air Trafﬁc Controler
Animal Husbandry
Announcer/Broadcaster
Architecture
Attorney-At-Law
Audiologist
Automotive Engineering
Automotive Mechanic
Business Studies/Management
Camera Operator (Film/Video)
Chef
Chemical Engineering
Chemist
Child Care Specialist
Civil Engineering
Coast Guard
Commercial Pilot
Computer Systems Analyst
Copywriter (Advertising)
Corporate Communications/Public Relations
Corporate Secretary
Dance/Choreography
Dentist
Dietitian
Director (Film/Video)

87
83
72
77
134
111
130
51
51
170
53
86
100
156
135
111
108
71
88
122
111
161
136
111
157
171
162
82
96
75
62
138
139
92
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Index Of Careers

Drama/Theatre Arts
Draughting Technologists/Technicians
Early Childhood Education
Economist
Editing
Electrical Technician
Electrical/Electronics Engineering
Electronics/Small Appliance Repair
Environmental Health & Safety, Management
Event Planner
Fashion Designer
Financial Analyst
Financial Planner
Fine Arts
Flight Attendant
Food & Beverage Management
Food Technology
Forensic Science
Forestry/Conservation
Fund Manager
Funeral Services/Mortician/Embalmer
Geologist
Graphic Designer
Hotel Management
Human Resource Manager
Illustrator
Insurance Underwriter
Interpreting/Translation
Investment banker
Jewellery Designer
Library Science
Machining
Marine Biologist
Medical Practitioner
Meteorology
MRI Technician
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63
102
118
67
57
103
111
107
115
97
65
73
73
64
173
124
123
159
54
73
131
163
84
125
76
65
129
60
73
65
66
109
164
140
166
142

Index Of Careers

Music
Nursing
Optometrist
Petroleum Engineering
Pharmacist
Photographer
Physical Education/Coaching
Physical Therapy
Plumbing
Police Service
Primary School Teacher
Processing Plant Engineering
Project Management
Psychologist
Radiographer
Record Producer
Regiment
Religious Minister
Sales Representative
Secondary School Teacher
Shipwright/Boat Builder
Social Worker
Software Programmer
Sound Engineer
Special Education Teacher
Theatre/Set Designer
Tour Guide/Operator
Transport Clerk
TV/Film Editor
TV/Film Producer
Urban Planning
Veterinarian
Welding
Woodworking
Writing

61
143
145
111
146
65
119
147
104
157
119
111
101
149
150
94
157
69
79
119
176
151
167
95
119
65
126
174
91
90
114
153
110
105
58
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Career Directory

AGRICULTURE
Agronomy
Agricultural Ofﬁcer
Animal Husbandry
Forestry/Conservation
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Career Directory – Agriculture

Agronomy
What does an Agronomist do?
• Deals with the science of soil management, land cultivation and crop
production
• May work with government agencies to improve production of crops
• May lecture on techniques for farming to private landowners or at tertiary level
schools
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic
Typical career path
Can apply for a position with an existing farm or begin one of your own
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Agricultural Studies, Animal Science, Biology,
Chemistry, Geography, Integrated Science
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Geography
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Agronomy
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$14,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Environmental Engineers, Biological Scientists, Nursery & Greenhouse Managers, Fish
& Game Wardens
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Agricultural Society of Trinidad & Tobago

Agricultural Ofﬁcer
What does an Agricultural Ofﬁcer do?
• Lectures in agriculture, and works with farmers and organisations on the
growth of tree crops
• Helps farmers solve agriculture-related problems
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What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/ Investigative /Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Graduates can contact the Ministry of Agriculture, Land & Marine Resources for
information on available internships, or apply directly to one of the Ministry’s divisions,
according to specialist area of education and training, and then move up the ranks.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Agricultural Studies, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Studies in animal science or plant science, or both
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Agriculture, Environmental Management or Environmental Technology
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT; Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and Forestry (ECIAF); UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $14,000
ECIAF: $17,000
UWI: $11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Specialist in agricultural teaching or agricultural extensions; agriculture research ofﬁcer
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Agricultural Society/Horticultural Society of Trinidad & Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
If you can, do it as a hobby ﬁrst until you can do it on a larger scale, e.g. start a
backyard project.
Useful websites
www.namdevco.com (The National Agricultural Marketing and Development
Corporation)
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Animal Husbandry
What does an Animal Husbandry Worker do?
• Breed animals, including cattle, goats, horses, sheep, swine, poultry, dogs, cats,
or pet birds
• Builds and maintains hutches, pens and fenced yards
• Feeds and waters animals, and cleans, pens, cages, yards, and hutches
• Arranges for sale of animals to food-processing plants and pet shops
• Examines animals to detect symptoms of illness or injury
• Records weight, diet, and other breeding data
• Treats minor injuries and ailments and engages veterinarian to treat animals
with serious illnesses or injuries
• Brands, tags, dehorns, tattoos, or castrates animals
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Social
Typical career path
After attaining certiﬁcation, graduates apply for a position with the Ministry of
Agriculture or with a private facility. With time and experience, you can advance to a
managerial position. May work in a veterinary clinic or farm.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Agricultural Studies, Animal Science, Biology,
Chemistry, Food & Nutrition, Integrated Science
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Degree in Agriculture
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT, Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture & Forestry (ECIAF)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$13,500
What other professions could this training lead to?
Nursery & Greenhouse Managers, Fish & Game Wardens
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Agricultural Society of Trinidad & Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Animal husbandry is a labour-intensive career, and not for frail people. Patience is
necessary for dealing with animals on a daily basis.
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Forestry/Conservation
What does a Forester/Conservationist do?
• Develops, maintains and protects the forests by growing and planting new
seedlings, ﬁghting insects and diseases that attack trees, and helping to control
soil erosion
• Deals with landowners, farmers, government ofﬁcials, special interest groups
and the public regarding issues relating to forestry management techniques
as well as conducting public educational programmes on forest care and
conservation
• Manages tree nurseries and thins forest to encourage natural growth of sprouts
or seedlings of desired varieties
• Assists in planning and implementing projects for control of ﬂoods, soil
erosion, tree diseases, infestation, and forest ﬁre
• Participates in environmental studies and prepares environmental reports
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Social
Typical career path
Recent graduates usually work under the supervision of experienced foresters/
conservationists. An experienced forester may oversee a district, may advance to
supervisor and eventually to a top administrative position in the national headquarters.
After gaining several years of experience, some foresters may choose to become
consulting foresters, working on a contract basis with Government, private landowners,
private industry, or other forestry consulting groups.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
Mathematics, English Language (A), Agricultural Studies, Biology, Chemistry
Geography, Integrated Science
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Environmental Policy, Biostatistics
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate in Applied Science Degree in Forestry & Natural Resources and/or
Environmental Management
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT, Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture & Forestry
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$14,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Environmental Engineers, Biological Scientists, Environmental Scientists and
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Geoscientists, Nursery & Greenhouse Managers, Fish & Game Wardens
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Agricultural Society of Trinidad & Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Foresters/conservationists must enjoy working outdoors, be physically strong and in
good health. They also must work well with people as part of a team and have good
communication skills. Maturity and good judgment are important in making quick,
intelligent decisions in dealing with hazards as they arise. Mechanical aptitude and coordination are necessary qualities for operators of machinery and equipment, who often
are responsible for repair and maintenance as well.
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ARTS & HUMANITIES
Editing
Writing
Interpreting/Translation
Music
Dance/Choreography
Drama/Theatre Arts
Fine Arts
Applied Arts
(Theatre/Set Designer, Fashion Designer,
Jewellery Designer, Illustrator,
Photographer)
Library Science
Economics
Religious Minister
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Editing
What does an Editor do?
• Edits and proofreads copy for publications including newspapers, magazines,
books, newsletters, annual reports, booklets, ﬂyers, manuscripts, manuals,
websites and other materials for distribution or publication. This usually
includes writing and rewriting headlines, captions, blurbs, columns, articles,
and stories to conform to publication’s style, editorial policy, and publishing
requirements. Also produces written copy for such publications
• Plans and oversees production schedules to ensure completion by set deadlines
• Reads and evaluates manuscripts or other materials submitted for publication
and confers with authors regarding changes or publication
• Collaborates with management and editorial staff to conceptualise content, and
commissions writers, photographers and artists for speciﬁc projects
• Serves as a liaison between writers and clients, and often production (design)
and printery personnel
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Editors often begin their careers in other areas of journalism or writing and graduate
into editing after years of experience.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History,
French, Social Studies, Spanish, Art
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, French, History, Spanish, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
A good knowledge of current affairs and a general interest in everything helps an editor
tremendously. Art can also be useful as editors have to be sensitive to design as well.
Knowing how to touch-type also increases efﬁciency and productivity, though one can
easily learn this independently rather than choosing it as a school subject.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
BA in one of the Humanities (e.g. English Language, English Literature, History, a
foreign language) or Journalism or Mass Communications. Courses speciﬁcally related
to editing are offered by some journalism schools abroad.
Associate of Arts Degree in Journalism & Public Relations
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $12,000
UWI: Full time: $12,500; Part-time: $400 per credit or $1,200 per three-credit course
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MATT)
Caribbean Network of Publishers (CAPNET)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
An extremely rewarding career that entails a lot of hard, behind-the-scenes work.
Useful websites
Caribbean Institute of Media and Communication (http://www.mona.uwi.edu/carimac)
Caribbean Network of Publishers (http://www.capnetonline.com/)

Writing
What does a Writer do?
A writer composes original material including novels, children’s literature, plays,
poetry and scripts for screen and television, articles for magazines, as well as material
for corporate use e.g. brochures, newsletters, annual reports
A journalist gathers information, through interviews, research and observation, and
prepares articles on local, national, and international issues and events for use in
newspapers, radio, television and electronic media. Senior journalists may also analyse
and comment on trends through articles and columns
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Writers are often employed as staff writers for newspapers or copywriters for
advertising agencies. Freelance writers help support themselves through other types of
employment, including teaching, lecturing, publishing and editing.
Journalists who work for print publications, such as newspapers and magazines, have
many opportunities to develop their careers. Some become columnists, feature writers
or even photojournalists. After years of experience, broadcast journalists, such as TV
and radio reporters, may have opportunities to work internationally or take on more
senior positions, such as news anchor.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History,
Computer Science, French, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, History, French, Spanish
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
English and English-related subjects are necessary for obvious reasons especially
for writers who are called “generalists”—those who can research and write on most
subjects. But many ﬁrms and publishing houses now recruit specialist writers. For
students wishing to write in a business environment, economics may be an excellent
area of study, while a copy writer at an advertising agency may be advised to study
marketing. Students should also pursue subjects, like History, that allow them to
develop their research skills, as a writer is only as good as his/her research skills.
Touch-typing and computer literacy are also vital skills for all writers.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
BA in English
Associate Degree in Literatures in English
Degree in Journalism
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
The University of the Indies (all three campuses) offers English as a ﬁrst degree, while
the Mona campus in Jamaica offers a Bachelor’s Degree in journalism. In addition,
the Mona campus has a number of short courses on the Techniques of Writing. They
usually begin in June. COSTATT also offers an Associate Degree in Journalism. The
Creative Arts Centre at the St Augustine campus occasionally offers creative writing
courses. The Trinidad and Tobago Theatre Workshop can also be an excellent resource.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$15,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Corporate Communications, Marketing, Publishing, Public Relations, Account
Executive, Entrepreneurship, Journalism
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad and Tobago (MATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Writing, be it as a creative writer or journalist requires both technical and creative
skills, and it requires discipline. Research skills are very important, as well. Do not
wait to begin training at a tertiary institution to start developing your craft—volunteer
to write your church newsletter, your community newspaper, write poetry or join any
one of the numerous chat groups on line that are targeted to creative writers. You must
read, read, read and then read some more. This will help you develop an appreciation
for various styles and techniques. Writing can be lucrative especially in today’s global
village and telecommuting world where you can sit at your desk at home and create
material for magazines and publications in countries you’ve never visited, but it is
critical to develop your time management and self-employment skills. You must be
highly self motivated since there will be long periods of time when you will only have
your thoughts for company. Finally, maintain a realistic knowledge of the publication
market and the energy and enthusiasm needed to succeed in the world of writing.
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Interpreting/Translation
What does an Interpreter/Translator do?
An interpreter provides a range of services from Simultaneous (booth) and Whispering
(behind the delegates) conference interpretation to Consecutive Interpretation while
accompanying trade or diplomatic delegations or individuals on ﬁeld visits where
interpreting equipment is not available
A translator translates from one language to another documents ranging from birth
certiﬁcates to legal agreements, industrial equipment instruction guides, literary works,
tourism brochures, etc.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Interpreters and translators can be “in-house” interpreters working for a regional or
international organisation (UN, OAS, FTAA, EU, etc.) or free-lance
What school subjects are recommended?
Any foreign language available, but deﬁnitely more than one and English
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Just about everything, since interpreters and translators may work one week on Plant
and Animal Disease, and the next on Tourism Financing
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcations are
required/recommended?
A ﬁrst Degree in more than one Foreign Language is recommended, then a postgraduate programme in Interpretation Techniques
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI is working on offering a post-graduate programme in Translation and
Interpretation techniques from the Academic Year 2004-2005.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
UWI Undergraduate programme: $13,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Any of the language professions, but typically Translation, Revising, Editing, or a
position in a regional or international organisation
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Translators and Interpreters Association of Trinidad and Tobago (TIATT)
Do you have any other comments or information that would be helpful to young
people considering this profession?
This career requires a wide interest in general knowledge and the mastering of your
mother-tongue, as well as specialising in foreign languages
Useful websites
Association Internationale des Interprètes de Conférence—International Association of
Conference Interpreters (www.aiic.net)

60

Career Directory – Arts & Humanities

Music
What does a Musician do?
Simply put, a musician plays an instrument or sings. A music certiﬁcate, diploma
or degree programme at a university or music college may, however, include the
following options: music theory and practice, composition, ﬁlm scoring, music
business/management, music education, music production/engineering, choral
ensemble and choir, music therapy, songwriting, musicology, conducting.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Artistic/Social/Enterprising
Typical career path
With a music degree the options, locally, include teaching, arranging/composing
(songs, calypsos, advertising jingles etc), performing and music production. Many
professional musicians do a combination of the above.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Music, Art
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, History, French
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Music, with participation in the school band (if any), choir and any other music
programmes available. However, most, if not all, people who go on to pursue
degrees in Music have taken private voice or music lessons and may have followed
the programme of Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and sat
the corresponding examinations. For admission to the “Musical Arts -Special”
concentration of UWI’s Musical Arts Programme, two GCE A Level passes, a Grade
7 in Music and an audition is required. A knowledge of English and History will
help give context to the study of the various musical periods. If pursuing a classical
repertoire, some knowledge of foreign languages, especially Italian, German and
French, is recommended.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcations are
required/recommended?
BA (BA Musical Arts at UWI) or B.Mus. Diploma and certiﬁcate programmes are also
available.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT; UWI’s Centre for Creative and Festival Arts has a music degree
programme with a concentration on the steelpan
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAAT: $13,000
UWI: $12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
With a music degree one could possibly specialise in any of the areas listed above in
“What does a Musician do”, including musicology, the historic and scientiﬁc study
of music; ethnomusicology, the comparative study of the music of different cultures.
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Many musicians also become music producers.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Performing or composing musicians should register with the Copyright Organisation
of Trinidad and Tobago (COTT). Pannists should register with Pan Trinbagoand
calypsonians should join the Trinidad and Tobago United Calypsonians Organisation
(TUCO). There are also instrument-speciﬁc organisations such as the Guitar Society of
Trinidad and Tobago.
Do you have any other comments or information that would be helpful to young
people considering this profession?
To function successfully as a musician in Trinidad and Tobago usually requires great
initiative and the ability to create opportunities for oneself.
Useful websites
UWI Centre for Creative and Festival Arts (www.sta.uwi.edu/fhe/ccfa)
Copyright Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (www.cott.org.tt/)

Dance/Choreography
What does a Dancer/Choreographer do?
A dancer performs dances before live audiences or for ﬁlm or television, and may
choreograph their own or others’ performances
A choreographer create dances for live performances, ﬁlm, theatre and television
performances that convey stories, ideas and moods, and direct rehearsals for dancers to
achieve desired interpretation
What type of person would/should do this job?
Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Dancers interested in choreography study many different types of dance to gain more
experience in movement. This experience can then be used to create choreography
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B); Mathematics, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English; Art; History
What other areas of study could help?
Gymnastics, Physical Education
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcate In Dance & Dance Education. No degree is necessary, but you can take
exams for an Associate Degree in Teachers of Dancing (Imperial Society of Teachers
of Dance) or for ballet dancers, the Royal Academy of Dance exams
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Creative Arts in Action—UWI, Eugene Joseph Trinidad Dance Theatre
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Eugene Joseph Dance Theatre: US$600 for exams
UWI: $11,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Dance Teaching, Physical Education
What Professional Associations currently exist that aspiring professionals in this
ﬁeld should be aware of and network with?
National Dance Association of Trinidad & Tobago (NDATT)
Any other comments or information to add that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Dance involves a lot of sacriﬁce and physical aches. You must have a love of the art
form and the dedication to take it to higher heights. Your body is your instrument and
you must take care of it. Locally, dance is not a lucrative career, and many aspiring
dancers and choreographers go abroad to further their studies, but you can derive a lot
of personal satisfaction and pleasure from the art.

Drama/Theatre Arts
What does Drama/Theatre Arts involve?
Drama entails the practical and theoretical study of acting, stage management and
direction, for cinema, theatre and television
What type of person would/should do this job?
Artistic/Social/Enterprising
Typical career path
Actors often become interested in stage management or directing and graduate to these
activities, or may both act and direct
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Music, Visual Arts,
Theatre Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literatures in English/Art
What other areas of study could help?
Performance Art
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation are
required/recommended?
Practitioner’s Certiﬁcate in Drama/Theatre-in-Education
Certiﬁcate in Technical Theatre Production
BA, Theatre Arts—Major
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Creative Arts in Action—UWI,
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$11,800 per year at UWI
What other professions could this training lead to?
Drama coaching, video director
What Professional Associations currently exist that aspiring professionals in this
ﬁeld should be aware of and network with?
National Drama Association of Trinidad and Tobago (NDATT)
Useful websites
National Drama Association of Trinidad and Tobago (NDATT) (www.drama.org.tt)

Fine Arts
What does an Artist do?
• Artists create original paintings, drawings, sculptures, engravings and other art
works, including multi-media productions and installations
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Qualiﬁed young artists often teach in schools as well as make art. They may also use
their talents in the ﬁeld of graphic design or illustration for magazines or books, or get
involved in carnival presentations. The artist’s goal is to be able to support oneself on
the strength of one’s artistic vision and ability but quite often artists ﬁnd they have to
be versatile in order to earn enough.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Art, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Business Studies
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation are
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcate or BA in Visual Arts
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
UWI: BA, in Visual Arts, Special: $11,800 per year
Certiﬁcate in Visual Arts: $7,200 per year
Apprentices in a studio may be paid a stipend.
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Applied Arts
Applied arts refers to areas of artistic activity that are considered to be in the
commercial sphere. Careers in Applied Arts include set design, photography and
graphic design:
A Theatre or Set Designer conceptualises and produces designs for sets, costumes, and
lighting
A Fashion Designer conceptualises and produces contemporary designs for clothing
and accessories
A Jewellery Designer conceptualises, designs and creates jewellery to meet customer
needs
An Illustrator conceptualises and creates illustrations to represent information through
images
An Industrial Designer creates and produces designs for consumer, industrial, and
business product
A Photographer operates still cameras to photograph people, events, scenes, materials,
products and other subjects for commercial or artistic use
An artisan or craftsperson uses manual and artistic skills to design and make
ornamental objects, including wood, stone and other carvings; pottery; stained glass
items and other products
What type of person would/should do this type of job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Most people in these ﬁelds begin by assisting professional experienced designers or
photographers and graduate to increasing levels of project responsibility and challenge
as they gain experience. They may work for a company or carnival production house
where they may eventually take on the most senior design or project management
role. Others are self-employed and may either run their own business or contract their
services to other companies.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Art, Caribbean History,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Information Technology, Principles of Accounts,
Principles of Business, Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art, History, Design Tech, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Art and design in all their forms can be helpful as well as a keen interest in the world
around you. In some of these ﬁelds computers are becoming more and more necessary,
and therefore computer training and knowledge of the programmes needed for your
career would be very helpful.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Degree in Jewellery etc.
Bachelor’s Degree in Visual or Fine Arts
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTATT; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTATT: $12,000
UWI: $11,800 per year—$16,000, depending on the programme
What other professions could this training lead to?
Textile Design, Fabric Styling, Accessories Design, Fashion Merchandising
Management, Construction, depending on the career
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering one of these professions?
It’s important to showcase your creative ability by compiling a portfolio (samples
of your work). You can begin in high school and update it as you produce more
work. Designers may have very hectic schedules; there’s often a lot of work to be
accomplished in a limited timeframe. People who work in applied arts have to be able
to work to other people’s demands. In some of these careers there are health risks—
make sure to wear protective clothing and be careful when dealing with the chemicals.
Most of all, love what you do, be dedicated, work hard and never stop learning. Once
you are creative, the sky is the limit.

Library Science
What does a Librarian do?
• Supervises technicians, assistants and clerks and administrates a public or private
library
• Selects and develops library collections through the acquisition of books, periodicals,
audio-visual/interactive media, and other materials to be included in library collections
• Provides reference services and manual searches, interactive media, Internet, and CDROM material as well as develop systems to access the library collections
• Makes budgets and is involved in staff training, Information Technology, cataloguing
and classiﬁcation of library material
• Provide specialised services for children, seniors, and other groups
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Librarians may begin as assistants or clerks, and later go on to study library science.
Graduates apply for a position with government libraries or private sector companies
for more senior positions
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History,
Computer Science, Economics, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business, Social
Studies, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Computing, Economics, History, Literature in English, Sociology,
Spanish, General Paper

66

Career Directory – Arts & Humanities

What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any languages you can learn, and a general interest in information and reading
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A ﬁrst degree in any discipline and a Masters in Library Studies
Associate Degree in Library & Media Studies
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT; UWI, Mona Campus
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$10,500–$13,500 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Careers in Information Technology, Information Brokerage
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Library Association of Trinidad & Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
There are no limitations to what you may choose for your ﬁrst degree. Librarians can
work in all sectors and can specialise according to their parent organisation/employer.
Useful websites
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (www.iﬂa.org)
American Library Association (www.ala.org)
Special Libraries Association (www.sla.org)
Online Library computer Center (www.oclc.org)

Economist
What does an Economist do?
Economists and economic policy researchers and analysts conduct research and
develop models to provide for economic forecasting. Speciﬁc duties include:
• determining statistical and other methods to collect and analyse data, and then
applying them to conduct research and develop models to illustrate and predict
economic behaviour and patterns
• forecasting production and consumption of an industry’s products, based on
records of past production, labour supply and general economic conditions and
industry characteristics
• analysing factors (social, political, global, environmental, etc.) that determine
economic trends, such as growth, and advise government and other agencies on
policy
• studying money, currency rates, interest rates, banks and other ﬁnancial
institutions to develop monetary policies and forecasts of ﬁnancial activity
• conducting research on local, regional, national or global markets to set sales
and pricing levels for goods and services and assess their market potential and
future trends
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What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Economists don’t ﬁt a mold; it’s a profession that embraces a wide variety of industries,
whether economists work in banks, natural resource industries, government, labour
organisations or universities. Economists can progress to senior analysts, consultants,
or professors, and they may also venture into politics, law, ﬁnance, and other industries
in roles other than economist. A PhD opens up a greater number of possibilities and
has great salary potential. Professors are PhDs as are many senior economic analysts in
government and private business.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Computer Science,
Economics, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Accounting, Business Studies, Economics, Mathematics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Information technology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. in Economics
Ph.D. in Economics
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Business Consultant; Economic Policy Manager; Financial Analyst; Government
Programme Ofﬁcers; Social Scientists
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Economics Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
It’s very useful to acquire business-related experience as early as possible—either by
running your own small business, e.g. babysitting, or acting as treasurer for a school
club or council. Generally speaking, economics is a ﬁeld where you want to have
a broad knowledge base. It’s important to keep up with current events, especially
information related to your area of expertise.
Useful websites
World Bank (http://www.worldbank.org)
International Monetary Fund (http://www.imf.org)
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Religious Minister
What does a Religious Minister do?
• conducts religious services
• administers the rites of a religious faith or denomination
• provides spiritual and moral guidance and perform other functions associated with the
practice of a religion
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Being a Christian minister, Pundit or Imam is a calling and people who have this
vocation work very hard at learning the scriptures of their particular religion and then
imparting their knowledge to the members of their faith
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
Mathematics, English Language (A), English Literature (B), Religious Education,
Caribbean History, Principles of Business, Social Studies, Typewriting, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Sociology, Spanish, History, Literature in English, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Psychology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation are
required/recommended?
B.Sc. Philosophy, BA Literature, BA in Theology
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Caribbean Union College, Caribbean College of the Bible
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$ 30,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Lecturer in Philosophy, Social Sciences or Counselling
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A religious minister should have a balanced personality and the ability to work with
a wide cross section of people, deep religious convictions, an ability to be ﬂexible,
patient, and to listen and keep information conﬁdential.
Useful websites
Caribbean Union College (www.cuc.edu.tt)
Sanathan Dharma Maha Sabha: http://ethnonet.gold.ac.uk/illustrations/ch7illustrations/
71mahasabha/
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Business Studies/Management
Accounting
Finance
(Investment Banker, Financial Planner,
Fund Manager, Financial Analyst)
Corporate Secretary
Human Resource Management
Actuarial Analyst
Sales
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Business Studies/Management
What does a business manager do?
• Deals with all elements of the business world—accounts, marketing, human
resources and general management.
• Works in any number of industries, and many eventually become entrepreneurs
and open their own companies.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Entry-level jobs for Business Studies graduates are typically in administration or
clerical work, and once speciﬁc skills are identiﬁed the individual can move into more
speciﬁc roles. Most Business Studies students discover a particular interest in one area,
and they then specialise as they develop their career, becoming accountants, human
resource managers, information technology professionals or marketing managers. Once
you have a business degree, you can begin work in almost any work environment,
learning which area you are most adept at as you go along. As your career progresses
you can further your studies in the area you have selected or general business such as a
Masters in Business Administration.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics; Computer Science,
Information Technology, Ofﬁce Procedures, Principles of Accounts, Principles of
Business, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Accounting, Business Studies, Computing, Economics, Literature in English,
Sociology, General Paper
What other areas of study could help?
Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Information Technology, languages—any
subject which will enhance your overall business management skills
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Business Studies or Business Management
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Most tertiary institutions, including UWI, COSTAATT, SCBS and SAM, offer degrees,
diplomas and certiﬁcates in Business Management.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTATT: $13,000
UWI: $12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Anything in the business world—once you identify an area that you are good at or
particularly enjoy, you can specialise your higher education—such as ACCA training
to become an accountant or MCSE training for Information Technology professionals.
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What Professional Associations currently exist that you feel aspiring professionals in
this ﬁeld should be aware of and network with?
Once you choose a specialised focus, join the speciﬁc association for that profession.
Otherwise there are a number of excellent general business associations, such as the
Chambers of Commerce or the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturing Association, where
you can network and learn about developments in a wide range of industries.
Any other comments or information to add that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
If you are not sure what you want to do with your life, a Business Studies degree is a
great place to start. Be open to all job opportunities when you ﬁnish your studies, as
you may ﬁnd a company that will give you a chance to develop skills you never knew
you had.
Useful websites
Inc. 500 (www.inc.com)

Accounting
What does an Accountant do?
• Captures and records business transactions in ﬁnancial terms, that is, measured
in dollars and cents.
• Reports and analyses information including past performance and future
indicators in order to provide recommendations to the business
• Manages cash ﬂow to enable the business to earn money.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Graduates apply for a position with an established ﬁrm. Depending on the level of
certiﬁcation attained, this may be a position as an intern, junior accountant or assistant
to department head. As experience is gained, opportunities for advancement become
available, leading to supervisory and consulting positions.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Economics, Information
Technology, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Accounting, Business Studies, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could be useful?
Any business-related subject, as well as learning to touch-type
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Association of Chartered Certiﬁed Accountants (ACCA) Certiﬁcation and/or B.Sc. in
Accounting
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
School of Accounting & Management; Omardeen School of Accountancy; School of
Business and Computer Science, UWI
Can sign up directly with the ACCA
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$ 10,000 per year for three years
What other professions could this training lead to?
General Management, Financial Services
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Trinidad and Tobago (ICATT)
Association of Chartered Certiﬁed Accountants (ACCA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Accountancy is a practical job and it requires experience. Working two or three years in
an auditing ﬁrm gives a solid basis.
Useful websites
Association of Chartered Certiﬁed Accountants (www.acca.co.uk)
International Accounting Standards Board (www.iasb.org)
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Trinidad and Tobago (www.icatt.org)

Finance
What does an Investment Banker/Financial Planner/Fund Manager do?
An Investment Banker plans, organises, directs, controls, and evaluates the activities of
ﬁnancial establishments/operational departments
A Financial Planner deals with investment planning, estate planning, risk management,
retirement planning, and prepares case analyses to include recommendations thereon
A Fund Manager manages portfolios, including portfolio construction, asset allocation
and risk management
A Financial Analyst prepares and monitors budgets for projects to ensure that project
expenditure remains within budget limits. Prepares and vets contracts to ensure
compliance with policies, procedures and regulations. Does Fundamental/Technical
analyses to include economic country risk return analysis, industry analysis and
security selection. Also constructs reports to include valuation models; dividend
discount models, relative valuation and risk modelling
What type of person would/should do this type of job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/ Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
With a background in banking or business management a young person would start at
an entry-level position in the industry and then specialise in one of these areas
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Computer Science,
Economics, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Math Advance Subsidiary, Accounting, Business
Studies, Economics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Management of Business
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcations are
required/recommended?
Bachelors/Masters in Accounting
Bachelors/Masters in Economics
Bachelors/Masters in Management and Finance
ACCA
CFA
CFP
CIMA
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI; School of Accounting and Management; Students Accountancy Centre; Institute
of Business; School of Business & Computer Science
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$50,000–$100,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Business Analyst, or any other business-related profession, for example Marketing
Manager, Manager, Finance and Administration
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
You need to have a commitment to continuous education and the ability to cope in a
very demanding environment.
Useful websites
Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago (www.central-bank.org.tt)
The Trinidad and Tobago Stock Exchange (www.stockex.co.tt)
CFA Institute (www.cfainstitute.org/)
West Indies Stockbrokers Limited (www.wisett.com)
Standard and Poors (www.standardandpoors.com)
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Corporate Secretary
What does a Corporate Secretary do?
• Incorporates and registers companies
• Group restructuring
• In some cases, is legal advisor to the Board and Corporation
• Is responsible for legal compliance matters
• Negotiates agreements, contracts, leases, etc.
• Is instrumental in contract and risk management
• Administers the tendering process
• Administers the corporation’s litigation portfolio
• Prepares board meetings, including minutes
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
A corporate secretary is a senior management position that straddles the disciplines of
Law, Accounting and Finance and therefore it is usual to begin in any one of these jobs
and later qualify by writing overseas examinations.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Computer Science
Economics, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Mathematics, Law, Literature in English, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could be useful?
History and any foreign language. For the legal profession, quality of grades rather than
subjects have more weight in the selection criteria.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
LLB (preferable, since portfolio usually relies on being a legal advisor to the board and
the corporation.
A diploma from the Institute of Chartered Secretaries (UK or Canada) is recommended
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI and other tertiary institutions offering the LLB degree
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
For a degree at UWI, part of the programme would be done in Barbados and living
expenses can be costly. Total cost can be more than $100,000. Study can be at other
local institutions at a cheaper rate.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Private legal practice, in-house counsel (private and public sector), expert consultant in
a specialised area, CEO
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Strong writing and oral skills are assets. It’s good to ask questions, as this helps develop
an analytical mind. All large corporations require the services of a corporate secretary
or legal counsel which exposes the professional to various ﬁelds of business such as
the energy sector, the manufacturing sector, public sector enterprises, environmental
agencies. Law is therefore not limited in scope to say criminal law or private practice as
many young persons may believe.
Useful websites
Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (www.icsa.org.uk)
American Society of Corporate Secretaries (www.ascs.org)

Human Resource Management
What does a Human Resource Manager do?
• Manages, advises and/or implements all key decisions and practices that
directly affect or inﬂuence employees of a company. The primary focus of a
human resource manager’s job is to increase staff productivity and satisfaction
so that the company would grow
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Young people with a background in business often become interested in Human
Resources after working for a few years, and then go on to specialise in this area
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Principles of Accounts,
Principles of Business, Economics, Caribbean History, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Economics, History, Literature in English, Mathematics, General
Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Dale Carnegie Business Training Programme.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcations are
required/recommended?
First Degree (BSc) in Management Studies
Business Administration Course
Masters in Human Resources (MSc)
Master in Business Administration (MBA)
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
University of the West Indies, Institute of Business, School of Business & Computer
Science, ROYTEC
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$5,000 minimum per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Specialist areas in Human Resources e.g. Organizational Development; Performance
Management; Compensation; Employee Relations/Development, Training &
Development; Health & Safety; Employee & Labour Relations; Recruitment, Selection
& Placement Specialists
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Human Resource Management Association of Trinidad & Tobago (HRMATT)
Association of Female Executives of Trinidad & Tobago (AFETT)
Society of Human Resource Management (SHRM)
UWI Guild of Graduates
Useful websites
Human Resource Management Association of Trinidad & Tobago (www.hrmatt.com)
Association of Female Executives of Trinidad & Tobago (www.afett.com)
Society of Human Resource Management (www.shrm.org)
Human Resource Certiﬁcation Institute (www.hrci.org)
Workforce management (www.workforceonline.com)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
You must love what you are doing and in this profession you have to be a team player
It’s a multi-faceted career that requires interpersonal, organizational, communication,
analytical and time management skills as well as problem solving abilities.
You must be able to use your initiative and make sound decisions in the dynamic and
often challenging business environment

Actuarial Analyst
What does an Actuary do?
• Uses the skills gained by a thorough grounding in economics, statistics and the
mathematics of ﬁnance to solve business problems
• Provides commercial, ﬁnancial and prudential advice on the management
of assets and liabilities, most especially where long term management
and planning are critical factors. The actuary’s skills in ﬁnance and risk
management are used extensively in the insurance, pensions and investment
industries, and any other business managing long-term ﬁnancial projects
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
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Typical career path
You can begin as an Actuarial trainee in any of their ﬁelds (Pensions, Life & General
Insurance, Social Policy, Finance & Investment, Education, Professional Affairs),
while preparing for examinations. After ﬁnal exams, you can specialise in a ﬁeld of
your choice. However, you should be examined again twice-yearly by the international
organisation to continue in the profession.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Economics, Principles
of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study would be useful?
A foreign language (especially Spanish) and Computer Science are also recommended.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
There is no particular degree requirement in the actuarial ﬁeld. However, a degree that
displays some numerate knowledge and skill is an asset, for example, BA/B.Sc. in
Economics, Mathematics or Statistics.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT, UWI, Institute of Business, School of Business and Computer Science
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Careers in the ﬁnancial sectors such as life and general insurance, investments and
banking
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute of Actuaries/ Faculty of Actuaries (UK)
Society of Actuaries (USA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This profession requires a good understanding of investment theory and what’s
happening in the market. The work is often changing and always challenging. It is also
a highly respected ﬁeld and ﬁnancially rewarding.
Useful websites
Society of Actuaries (www.soa.org)
Be An Actuary (www.beanactuary.org)
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Sales Representative
What does a Sales Representative do?
• Sells products and services to retailers and wholesalers
• Markets products and services to prospective and current clients and provides
advice on selection of items best suited to the client’s needs. This includes the
selling of advertising space in publications and real estate
• Provides after-sales service to existing clients
• Solicits new clients through the presentation of oral or written proposals to
prospective clients
• Monitors competitors’ products, sales and advertisements
• Analyses sales and seasonal patterns
• Measures impact of current advertisements on sales
• Manages stock inventory
• Trains sales team and establishes sales quotas for team
What type of person would/should do this job?
Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Young people interested in sales apply directly to reputable ﬁrms, depending upon
their specialisation in a particular product or service. They may begin as a junior sales
representative handing minor accounts and with experience and skill, can be promoted
to senior sales representative or product/service manager. May go on to become brand
managers eventually, or open their own sales and marketing companies.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language, Mathematics, Caribbean History, Computer Science, Economics,
Principles of Business, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Economics, Spanish, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Information Technology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
London Chamber of Commerce International (LCCI): Diploma in Marketing, Public
Relations, Advertising, Selling & Sales Management
Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM): Diploma in Marketing
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Institute of Tertiary Tutors; Institute of Training and Development; School of
Continuing Studies; ROYTEC
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
LCCI: $3,000
CIM: $5,000
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What other professions could this training lead to?
Marketing Ofﬁcer; Account Executive; Client Representative; Customer Service
Representative
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
London Chamber of Commerce International
Chartered Institute of Marketing
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Although formal training is not absolutely necessary, training is recommended to assist
in learning the tools of the trade and would afford a greater knowledge of the ﬁeld
and the various challenges. You would also need frequent refresher training not only
in the particular industry but in the general sales profession in order to keep on the
cutting edge. Be aware also of any current events in society which may affect sales in a
particular industry.
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ADVERTISING
Copywriter
What does an Advertising Copywriter do?
• Creates the words that should reach the target group based on a brief about the
product or brand
What type of person would/should do this job?
Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising
Typical career path
Many copywriters get their foot in the door of an advertising agency by submitting
samples of their work or by qualifying for writers’ training workshops which some of
the bigger agencies conduct intermittently. The ﬁrst job would be Junior Copywriter,
where you learn the ropes under the guidance of more experienced writers. Creative
brainstorming sessions are the main process by which ideas are hashed out in an agency
environment and this is a wonderful training ground for young writers. Once your
copywriting skills improve, you will be given more responsibility, writing not only
copy, but concepts for bigger clients as well as entire multi-media campaigns. Many
copywriters go on to become Creative Directors and even Agency Heads, since the best
ones understand every aspect of the business.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Social Studies, Theatre
Arts, Typewriting, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science, Creative Writing
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
recommended/recommended?
Degree in English/English Literature; a Degree in Art is an asset but is not the norm
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT offers an Associate Degree in English Literature
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $14,000
UWI: $11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Copy Editor; Script Writer for radio, TV ﬁlm; News reporter; writer for newspaper and
magazine publications; Government speech writer; author
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Advertising Agencies Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
One has to have truly a wide range of imagination and ability to express the unique
selling proposition (USP) through creative writing, poetry, and exciting and memorable
catch lines or hooks. Visualisation of the concept and ideas are a must. Your
communication skills and control over language have to be excellent. Good observation
skills, an interest in cinema, theater, music, and a fair amount of general knowledge
help a good deal in fulﬁlling your job description. Nurture your creativity. Be curious
and open to new avenues of learning. Most good writers are voracious readers, so pick
up a good book and let it expand not only your vocabulary, but your mind and your
way of looking at the world.

Account Executive
What does an Account Executive do?
• Confers with Creative Director and Clients to conceptualise and develop
campaigns for products/services
• Maintains relations with clients by providing exemplary service, feedback and
prompt attention to their needs
• Expands the business of the company by networking within the industry
• Ensures that the company’s image is enhanced by the high quality of campaigns
delivered to clients
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
“AEs”, as they are affectionately called in the advertising world, usually start off as
assistants to the more senior Account Directors, working on smaller accounts while
they learn the ropes: how to be of real service clients, how to understand the vision of
the creative department and marry their concepts to the marketing needs for the product
or service, how to work with the media, etc. An account executive must understand
how every part of the agency functions – from client service to billing. As you move
your way up the ladder, you will be given more and more responsibility, handling the
accounts of bigger clients and being part of the team that bids for new business. Many
“AEs” have very successful careers handling some of the biggest advertising accounts
in both the country and the region.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Economics, Ofﬁce Procedures, Principles of
Accounts, Principles of Business, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Business Studies, General Paper
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science, Information Technology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Degrees in any of the following: Marketing, Project Management, Visual
Communications Design
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT, ROYTEC; Institute of Business; School of Business & Computer
Science
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Marketing Management Certiﬁcation: $5,000-$10,000
COSTAATT Associate in Applied Science Degrees in Marketing, Visual
Communications Design courses: $12,000–$15,500
What other professions could this training lead to?
Management, Human Resources, CEO
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Employers Consultative Association
Association of Female Executives (AFETT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
An effective Account Executive is really a diplomat. You must master how to
effectively put your point across while valuing everyone’s opinion. Always remember
that this industry is built on one word—TEAM. You could not do your job effectively
if it were not for the creative department, the media department, etc., so build and value
these relationships.

Graphic Designer
What does a Graphic Designer do?
• Works with a variety of visual communication tools in order to convey a message
from a client to a particular audience. The main tools are image and typography
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/ Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path: Advertising agencies are a great training ground for graphic
designers because they are exposed to such a wide range of disciplines, skills and of
course, software. Many designers start off as Junior Artists, then work their way up
the totem pole to positions such as Art Director and Creative Director. Other designers
choose to hone their skills in the corporate world, doing in-house design for retailers,
manufacturers, etc. Some get their start and continue their career path in printing
companies or the media. Many designers often start their own companies or continue to
work as free-lance graphic artists; some even become respected multi-media artists in
their own right.

84

Career Directory – Communications, Media & Entertainment

What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Principles of Accounts,
Typewriting, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Graphic Design is a part of daily life—everything is designed, from the smallest
chewing gum wrapper to the glossiest magazine or the slickest ad campaign. People
interested in graphic design, therefore, should be curious about the world and pay keen
attention to trends in design and popular culture.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Visual Communications Degree
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTATT: Associate in Applied Science –Visual Communications Design
UWI: Certiﬁcate in Visual Arts.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTATT: $14,000 plus books and supplies
UWI: $11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Animator, Marketing Specialist, Creative Director, Publisher
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Spend some time in the industry, e.g.: get a summer job in order to get a real taste of
what the ﬁeld is like. Working under pressure is almost a daily occurrence and you
must be able to thrive in that environment!
Useful websites
American Institute of Graphic Arts (www.aiga.com)
Online version of How magazine (www.howdesign.com)
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FILM/VIDEO/TELEVISION/RADIO
Announcer/Broadcaster
(Radio & Television)

What does an Announcer/Broadcaster do?
• Reads prepared scripts or ad-libs commentary when introducing music or
presenting news, sports, weather, time, and commercials. May also research
and write material they’re reading
• Interviews guests and moderates discussion panels
• Sports commentators have to know the game’s history, players, and rules.
Music announcers are sometimes better known as disc jockeys. They can work
at radio stations, or at weddings and other parties, or at nightclubs and bars. If
they’re on air, they may do interviews, too, and read trafﬁc and weather
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/ Social/Enterprising
Typical career path:
In radio, beginners usually start out taping interviews and operating equipment.
Announcers may advance from doing ads and voice-overs to hosting a regular
programme as a disc jockey, sportscaster, and even to Programme Director of the
station. A television station might hire you as a production assistant, researcher, or
reporter and then give you a chance to move into announcing if you show an aptitude
for “on-air” work. Station ofﬁcials pay particular attention to taped auditions that show
an applicant’s delivery and—in television—appearance and style on commercials,
news, and interviews.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Computer Science,
History, Social Studies, Theatre Arts
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Music, creative writing, public speaking, knowledge of current issues
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcate in Broadcasting from accredited school; Degree in Media Studies.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Institute of Broadcasting Careers; COSTAATT
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $10,000 per year
IBC: $2,800 & $4,000 (3 months for each course)
What other professions could this training lead to?
Public Relations, Drama
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
An announcer must have a pleasant and well-controlled voice, good timing, excellent
pronunciation, and must know correct grammar usage. Television announcers need a
neat, pleasing appearance as well.

3D Animator/Motions
Graphics Artist
What does a 3D Animator/Motions Graphics Artist do?
• Designs unique visual media for TV commercials, corporate videos,
presentations, etc. Graphics and animation creation generally will encompass a
wide range of topics depending on client needs
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path: Most Animators/Motions Graphics Artists will have a portfolio
of work to show. If their work is good, TV production houses will snap them up
and they will begin their careers by working on graphics and animation for ads and
television features. Many animators will expand their skills by becoming editors
and there is also a market for 3D animators in the architectural ﬁeld. As the ﬁeld of
animation opens up locally, there may even be room for animators to have fulﬁlling
careers working on animated original features.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Information Technology, Physics, Technical
Drawing, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Design & Tech, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Geography, Typewriting, Additional Math, Photography, Biology, Computer
Programming. There are no set rules as to which subjects are going to be necessary.
Whatever is learnt is in some way going to be helpful because of the diverse projects
you will be involved in. Don’t neglect science and math because you’re an “artist
type”, because this is very applicable knowledge in producing great motion graphics
and animation.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A university diploma/degree is usually required for overseas employment. Long-term
experience may supercede lack of formal qualiﬁcations if the portfolio of work is
robust.
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
No institutions/colleges in T&T speciﬁcally offer a motion graphics and/or a 3D
animation course. All of the local 3D animators are either self-taught or have attended
either a university or specialised school in North America.
Some traditional graphic artists, i.e. for print media, have done the Visual Arts course
at UWI; others have done art courses at technical schools, but these do not speciﬁcally
teach motion graphics or animation.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Motion Graphics training can lead to new-media type jobs: Internet website design,
motion graphics (e.g. “Flash” graphics) design for public websites and corporate
intranets, authoring of DVD menu graphics, multimedia authoring, interface design and
implementation for ATMs and information kiosks, PC software user-interface design.
3D Animation training can lead to careers in virtual set design, motion picture visual
effects, computer game development, animation programming, computer aided design
(CAD) and computer aided manufacturing (CAM), pre-visualisation of architectural
and engineering plans, virtual reality simulations, projected image creation for certain
theme park “virtual” rides.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Anime Caribe is a hub of information about animation in Trinidad and Tobago as well
as being a contact point for animation studios regionally
Useful websites
ACM SIGGRAPH (www.siggraph.org)
Digital Media Online (www.digitalmedianet.com)
Anime Caribe (www.animaecaribe.com)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
You must be driven and self motivated, as well as willing to work long hours to meet
deadlines. It’s very important to develop speed and efﬁciency while still maintaining
high quality work. You’d need to keep abreast of international standards of quality of
motion graphics and animation and keep working at it until you exceed those standards.
As with other design careers you need to be accommodating of clients’ requirements,
even if it sometimes means compromising on visual style.

Camera Operator
What does a Camera Operator do?
The best camera operators are valued for their creative insights as well as their
technical know-how. And the good ones have a little magic; they can turn bad
conditions into great footage. Some common tasks of ﬁlm and video camera operators
include:
• studying the script or other materials and meeting with the producer and senior
crew to discuss the project, ﬁlm sequences, camera movements and picture
composition
• selecting and setting up cameras and other equipment, such as lenses, ﬁlters and
ﬁlm magazines, as well as lighting rigs
• adjusting focus, exposure, light and other settings
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•
•

operating the ﬁlm or video cameras to record scenes, news, live events, videos,
television broadcasts, etc.
labelling and recording contents of ﬁlm, completing reports and maintaining the
equipment

What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Learning in this ﬁeld is hands-on, trial and error, at every stage of career development.
Take advantage of opportunities to practice using a camera. Start nurturing your “eye”
and your personal vision. Many employers are more likely to invest time and training
in someone who already has some related education. There are various specialisations
within television, video and ﬁlm settings, including news, movies, documentaries,
music videos, sports or other events. Some camera operators work freelance or
open their own production studios. Others pursue careers in photojournalism. Most
begin as camera assistants, then work their way to intern before handling the camera
without supervision. In ﬁlmmaking, the DP or DOP (director of photography, or
cinematographer) is the senior cameraperson.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Information Technology,
Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Photography
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Your options include a college or university diploma in ﬁlm or television arts (or an
equivalent programme). Journalism studies or related experience is extremely helpful
for future news camera operators.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI has a Visual Arts programme that offers some degree of hands-on experience with
camera equipment.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Photography; Producing; Directing; Technical Specialties in the Arts
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Camera operators are employed in diverse environments, which depend on the
assignment. It could be a television studio, a theatre or an outdoor location shoot.
Location shoots may expose you to all kinds of weather conditions and long hours,
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until the required shot is “in the can”. Good physical ﬁtness is necessary to handle
camera work in awkward locations or while moving quickly with the camera in tow.
Volunteering at a local TV/cable stations and getting involved in school productions or
television programming is a great way to gain experience.

TV/Film Producer
What does a TV/Film Producer do?
In the local market, a TV/Film Producer is charged with the responsibility of
coordinating and managing an entire ﬁlm or television production—this can be a
commercial, a corporate feature, live event, documentary, music video or other creative
piece. The producer is the hub of the production wheel, coordinating both the technical
and non-technical elements and ensuring that the creative direction of the project is in
keeping with the overall vision of the client. The producer often also serves as director
and writer. In general, she/he project manages the entire production, ensuring that
each phase is completed to deadline and within budget and is usually responsible for
disbursement of funds to the rest of the production team.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
There are really no set career paths for this profession. Producers have started out in
advertising agencies, production houses and television stations. Different environments
will dictate the type of work you end up doing, and these go a long way to helping you
decide what aspect of the ﬁeld you ﬁnd most fulﬁlling. Producers who stay in broadcast
television, for instance, tend to have a love for live events (news, sports and variety
programmes) while producers in agencies may prefer an environment where they have
a bit more control over their productions. Generally, however, producers start out as
production assistants and work their way up the ladder to Production Managers. If they
are in a production house environment, they may become Operations Managers, in
charge of day to day scheduling of crews, etc. Independent producers, however, tend
to specialise in the type of productions that are their strength (e.g. corporate features,
live events) and can hire out their services to whatever project or client needs their
expertise.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Computer Science,
Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
An awareness of your environment—social, cultural, economic and otherwise—
makes a well-rounded producer, so subjects such as Social Studies and Caribbean
History can be helpful. As globalisation becomes more pervasive, the command of
another language may also improve your marketability. Perhaps the most important
“qualiﬁcation” for a producer, however, is good old common sense!
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Producing is a career that can attract people whose degrees are in a variety of subjects,
e.g. English, Languages, Marketing, Teaching, etc. A Communications and Media
Studies degree is always an asset. Diplomas/degrees in Photography, Film, Television
and Broadcasting are also useful.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
• No educational body in Trinidad and Tobago has speciﬁc training for becoming
a TV/Film Producer, but the Centre for Creative and Festival Arts at UWI
offers a BA programme in Visual Arts. The course includes Visual Arts and
Communications studies, but is also heavily reliant on material design and art.
The big plus is that the course offers ﬁlm and video components.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$14,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Marketing, public relations, advertising, publishing, and writing. Those with an afﬁnity
for the more technical side of the business have become editors, directors, music
producers, graphics designers, etc
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
There are no local associations for producers speciﬁcally, but from time to time there
are events that can be a worthwhile networking route for students. Perhaps the most
prominent of these is the annual Decibel Conference, at which students can interact
with industry professionals, both local and international.
Useful websites
The Film Unit, TIDCO (www.ﬁlmtnt.com)
International Film and TV Production Resources (www.mandy.com)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Having a passion for and appreciation of the visual—ﬁlm, TV and photography—puts
you at an immediate advantage because you have more of an “eye”. People skills are
important—television and ﬁlm production is, most of all, a team effort and you must
have a love for people and an understanding of how to bring out the best in them. A
good producer is organised with an attention to detail and a work ethic that emphasises
follow-up. Having a plan is not good enough—you also have to have Plan B (the
backup) and Plan C (the backup for the backup).

TV/Film Editor
What does a TV/Film Editor do?
TV/Film editors take raw footage and arrange segments in an order or format that tells
a story or message in visual form, to achieve continuity and desired dramatic, comedic
and thematic effects.

91

Career Directory – Communications, Media & Entertainment

What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Starts as an intern with a media/production house and with experience, moves up to
junior editor, senior editor and edit supervisor
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Electrical and Electronic
Technology, Information Technology, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Computing, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Graphic Arts, Music
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Not necessary, but a degree in Information Technology, Visual Communication Design
and/or Film is an asset.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT; UWI. There is no ﬁlm school in Trinidad & Tobago.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$12,000–$15,500 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Director, Producer, Camera Operator
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A very time consuming, time intensive career. One should be disciplined and self-motivated
and have a real love for the job of creating a ﬁnished product from raw footage.

Director
What does a Director do?
• interprets scripts and direct the action
• selects and directs the actors, extras and technical crew
• advises the cast and crew on the interpretation and delivery of the performance
• directs rehearsals, ﬁlming, broadcasts and performances
• confers with crew and specialists throughout production and post-production to
achieve desired presentation
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What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Most directors ensure that they get the training they need, while gaining all the
experience they can. Sooner or later, once you’re around people in the industry, word
will get the word out that you are available for work. In this business “who you know”
is important, because a lot of jobs are found through word of mouth and networking.
Once a director has a good reputation for quality and reliability, he/she will be offered
more opportunities in the area of the business that most appeals to them, e.g. music
videos, live productions.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History,
Theatre Arts, Visual Arts, Computer Science.
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Psychology, a foreign language
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A Visual Arts Degree is always an asset. Diploma/degree in Photography is useful.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
• Centre for Creative and Festival Arts at UWI offers a BA programme in Visual
Arts. The course includes Visual Arts and Communications studies and ﬁlm
and video components.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$12,000 per year.
What other professions could this training lead to?
You can branch out into public relations, advertising, publishing, and writing. Those
that have an afﬁnity for the more technical side of the business can become editors,
music producers, graphics designers, etc.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Media Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Appreciation of the visual—ﬁlm, TV and photography—puts you at an immediate
advantage. People skills are important, as well as the ability to interact successfully
with a team.
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Record Producer
What does a Record Producer do?
Record producers plan and co-ordinate the production of musical recordings, and direct
musicians and singers during rehearsals and recordings. They also manage technicians
involved in duplicating, dubbing and mastering of recordings.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Most record producers join a studio to gain experience, get to know artists and build
a reputation for good productions. Many begin as artists and later get involved in the
producing side of the business.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Music, Computer Science, Information
Technology, Visual Arts, Theatre Arts
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Business Studies, as this is an entrepreneurial profession.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree/Certiﬁcate in Music, Sound Engineering Courses
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Dave Grifﬁth for Live Sound Engineering
Leah Phillips for Studio Sound Engineering
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Live: $3,000
Studio: $3,000
UWI: $11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Sound Technician
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Copyright Organisation of Trinidad & Tobago (COTT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
One must be inventive, creative and able to lead others and must have a ﬂair for
knowing what the next big trend could be—or for creating it.
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Sound Engineer
What does a Sound Engineer do?
Recording engineers record, mix, and edit sound, music, and videotape for ﬁlms,
television, radio, videos, recordings, and live events. They may also:
• operate equipment to record and edit audio or video—live or in a studio
• work with creative artists to get the recording they want
• run dubbing machines to match edited dialogue, music and sound effects to a
video or movie recording, and
• supervise, advise and coordinate other recording technicians
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Many sound and video recording engineers start out wanting to be musicians or video
makers. Sometimes they become engineers because they don’t make enough money
as performers or video artists, and sometimes it’s just because they love the technical
side of the work. Focus on two things: taking all opportunities to learn on-the-job,
and showing the right people you have the tech and creative talent to stick around.
Practical training will affect your future. That training could be as an unpaid apprentice
(volunteer work for someone in exchange for observing and learning from that person,
or using their equipment). You can take courses or do self-study to improve your skills
with the latest technology.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Electrical & Electronic
Technology, Information Technology, Music
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
An insatiable love for music, ﬁlm, television trends and technology.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A diploma or certiﬁcate in recording engineering, or audio/visual technology would be
helpful to break into this career.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Dave Grifﬁth for Live Sound Engineering
Leah Phillips for Studio Sound Engineering
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Live: $3,000
Studio: $3,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Editor, Audio work in Film & Video
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Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Most of the work is in studios, but video and audio recording techs can work outside,
too. There can be long, late hours in this business, but you may meet some interesting
people and work with really new technology. But it’s fast-paced, so keep learning--onthe-job and on your own time.

CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS
Corporate Communications/Public
Relations
What does a Public Relations Ofﬁcer do?
• Strategically supports the marketing and corporate communications efforts
of an organisation. This includes maintaining and enhancing public relations
between the organisation and the business community as well as the public.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path:
A corporate communications ofﬁcer will be expected to have at least ﬁve years in
the ﬁeld, three of which should be in a similar capacity. He/she may start off as an
assistant to a more seasoned ofﬁcer, during which time experience and expertise would
be gained in the following: event planning and management; public relations; media
relations; advertising and promotion.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Principles of Business,
Economics, Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Literature in English, Mathematics, Sociology, Spanish, General
Paper.
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Information Technology.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. Management
Post Graduate Qualiﬁcation in Marketing and or Mass Communications
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT, UWI, School of Business and Computer Science, Institute of Training
and Development, ROYTEC
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Diploma: $5,000
COSTAATT: (AAS Degree): $14,000 per year
B.Sc. : $50,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Any profession in the business community.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Advertising Agencies Association of Trinidad and Tobago; Public Relations
Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is not a career for people who are shy and indecisive. You must be able to deal
with the public and corporations without being ﬂustered and hold to company policies
without being overbearing and arrogant.
Useful websites
Public Relations Society of America (www.prsa.org).

Event Planner
What does an Event Planner do?
• Meets with clients to determine concepts, budgets and scale of events to be
staged, from weddings, corporate functions to fetes
• Oversees entire event, from concept to implementation and is involved in
every stage of planning, e.g.: choosing reputable service providers, menus,
decorations, security, ticket design, etc.
• Organises the accounting, invoices, quotations, follow-ups for the event
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Event planners usually begin their careers working for an established company as an
assistant. As experience is acquired and successful events added to their portfolios,
planners are able to secure larger functions with high-proﬁle clients. At this point, some
planners may wish to start a company of their own.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Economics, Principles of Accounts, Principles of
Business, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts
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GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Art & Design, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science, Information Technology, Public Relations
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degrees/Certiﬁcation in any of the following: Marketing, Small Business Management,
Visual Communications Design
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT, ROYTEC, Institute of Business, School of Business & Computer Science
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Programmes: $1,500–$5,000
Marketing Management Certiﬁcation: $5,000–$10,000
COSTAATT Associate in Applied Science Degrees in Marketing, Business
Management, Visual Communications Design courses: $12,000–$15,500 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Business Management, Human Resources, Public Relations Specialist
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This career is very rewarding, but physically and mentally exhaustive. You must
have a good head for details and be able to multi-task. Event planners seldom get full
recognition for all the hard work that goes into staging a successful function.

98

ENGINEERING/CONSTRUCTION/
MANUFACTURING
Building & Construction
Architecture, Project Management, Draughting
Technologists/Technicians
Related services
Electrical Technician, Plumbing, Woodworking,
Electronics/Small Appliance Repair, Automotive
Mechanic, Machining, Welding
Engineering
Electrical/Electronics, Automotive, Chemical, Civil,
Aeronautical, Petroleum, Processing Plant
Other
Urban Planning, Environmental Health & Safety,
Management
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BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION
Architecture
What does an Architect do?
Architects plan and develop designs for the construction/renovation of residential,
commercial, institutional, and industrial buildings. An architect’s role is multifunctional—he/she acts as visionary, creative planner, communicator, coordinator and
supervisor of both the design and construction elements of any given project.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/ Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
During vacation from university, architectural students can get part-time employment
with architectural ﬁrms. Some universities actually require students to have a period
of internship as part of the degree programme. Graduates usually start off as Junior
Architects, but can climb their way up the ladder to become a partner in the ﬁrm, or
open a practice of their own.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language, Mathematics, Building Technology, Construction, Information
Technology, Ofﬁce Procedures Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Design & Tech, Art & Design
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Geography, Social Studies French/Spanish
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Bachelors or Masters in Architecture from accredited university
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None, although the Caribbean School of Architecture based in Jamaica, offers a
recognised architectural degree programme.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Landscape Architecture; Urban Planning; Environmental Engineering
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Architects (TTIA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
While you are studying, join the TTIA as a Student Member—it’s a great way to meet
people in the ﬁeld. You can also attain Graduate Membership just before you become a
full member (once you are completely certiﬁed).
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Useful websites
The Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Architects (www.ttiarch.com)
The Caribbean School of Architecture (www.utech.edu.jm/Faculties/Built/CSA/)
The Royal Institute of British Architects (www.architecture.com)
The American Institute of Architects (www.aia.org)

Project Management
What does a Project Manager do?
Project Management is the application of knowledge, skills, tools, and techniques to
a broad range of activities in order to meet the requirements of a particular project.
Project management consists of ﬁve processes—Initiating, Planning, Executing,
Controlling, and Closing—as well as management expertise in Project Integration,
Project Scope, Project Time, Project Cost, Project Quality, Project Human Resources,
Project Communications, Project Risk Management and Project Procurement.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical /Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Must have a ﬁrst degree, after which you begin working in your ﬁeld of expertise. When
enough experience is gained to qualify for certiﬁcate examinations in project management,
you can take the exams. After qualiﬁcation, you can join an existing company or begin one
of your own. You must be re-examined on a yearly basis, however, in order to continue with
the global organisation of Project Managers.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Computer Science
Construction, Information Technology, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Business Studies, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Management, Accounting and Engineering. Computing and IT skills are also useful.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Project Management Professional (PMP®)
Certiﬁed Associate in Project Management (CAPM™)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI offers a postgraduate course leading to an MSc in Construction Management
(which is similar to Project Management with a focus on Construction). There is also a
local Association of Project Managers afﬁliated with both US-and UK-based accredited
associations through which one can sit examinations in Trinidad and Tobago. This
affords you the opportunity to gain accreditation with these internationally recognised
associations. Institutions such as ROYTEC also offer short-term courses in Project
Management, for which attendees are awarded a Certiﬁcate of Participation, but this
does not allow them to sit exams, etc.
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What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
We have not found any existing undergraduate Project Management Degree
Programmes, but the examination fees range from TT$5000–$12,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Construction Contracting, Company CEO
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Professional Management International.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is not an academic qualiﬁcation, but a professional one. You are advised to think
carefully about what you want to achieve out of this career choice before you embark
upon it.
Useful websites
Project Management Institute (www.pmi.org)

Drafting Technologists/
Technicians
What does a Drafting Technologist/Technician do?
A Drafting Technologist develops and prepares engineering designs and drawings from
data supplied by engineers, architects, scientists, planners, surveyors, builders, etc.;
operates CAD/CAM and/or traditional design and drafting stations to develop and
prepare design sketches, documentation packages and drawings; veriﬁes that designs
and drawings meet the speciﬁcations; writes technical reports and prepares bids and
contracts and supervises and trains drafting technicians.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical /Investigative/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Once you’ve gained experience as a drafting technician, your career opportunities vary.
Technicians typically move into technologist roles as the next step. After that, senior
drafting and project leader or supervisory positions are possibilities. Drafting techs can
transfer their skills to other ﬁelds such as the computer graphics industry. If you enjoy
working with people, think about using your abilities and knowledge in a teaching or
customer service capacity.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Construction, Ofﬁce
Procedures, Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Design & Tech, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, General Paper
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Aided Design (CAD).
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
NEC: General Drafting.
Degree in Engineering Design and Drafting Technology
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
All Senior Comprehensive Schools and Technical Institutions (NEC)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Tuition is free, with a small fee for consumables
What other professions could this training lead to?
Building Inspector, Civil Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Structural. Engineer, Special
Projects Engineer, Management etc.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Association of Certiﬁed Engineering Technicians and Technologists, Canada
(OACETT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Drafting techs are employed by consulting and construction companies, utility,
resource and manufacturing companies, all levels of government, and by a wide range
of other businesses. Techs spend most of a 40-hour work week in front of a computer,
painstakingly drawing the precise details of a project. Remember to stop and stretch:
job hazards are eye, neck, and back strain.

RELATED SERVICES
Electrical Technician
What does an Electrical Technician do?
• Lays out, assembles, installs, tests, troubleshoots and repairs electrical wiring,
ﬁxtures, control devices and related equipment in buildings and other structures
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical /Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Electrical technicians and technologists are in huge demand and this demand will only
increase as technological advances spread to more industries. You’ll have lots of job
mobility and options as long as you get some good basic training and keep up with
changes in the ﬁeld. Upward mobility in this ﬁeld usually involves supervisory or
managerial positions, or for entrepreneurs, their own business.
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What school subjects are required?
CXC / GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Chemistry, Electrical &
Electronic Technology, Information Technology, Integrated Science, Physics, Technical
Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Design & Tech, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any other craft skill e.g. TV & Radio repair and installation
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended:
EEET
Electrical Technician’s Diploma
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAAT; Trinidad & Tobago Institute of Technology; NESC
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$5,000 minimum
What other professions could this training lead to?
Computer Technology; Electronics/Electrical Repairs; Valves and Control Systems
Maintenance ; Transformer Maintenance
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
First and perhaps most importantly, you must love what you are doing and be a team
player. On a practical note, you must be able to work at heights and not be allergic to
hydrocarbons.
Useful websites
The Ministry of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education (www.stte.gov.tt)

Plumbing
What does a Plumber do?
• Installs all pipe ﬁttings, ﬁxtures and appliances needed for the delivery and
clean potable supply of water to the intended structure and also the removal of
all waste water and water carried waste
• Deals with irrigation systems, ﬁre systems, guttering and related works
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical /Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
After certiﬁcation, plumbers usually work with a reputable contracting ﬁrm to gain
experience, then work their way up the ladder at the company. Many eventually open
their own company
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What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Information Technology,
Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Design & Tech, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Applied Science and Plumbing Theory
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
National Examinations Council Craft Certiﬁcate in Plumbing, Craftsman Diploma or
equivalent in Plumbing and City and Guild Diploma
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
John S. Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute. Most
secondary Comprehensive Schools also offer courses towards the NEC Craft
Certiﬁcate, Craftsman Diploma and City and Guild Diploma.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$3,000–$4,000 per year for 2 years
What other professions could this training lead to?
Pipeﬁtting and Civil Engineering
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Trinidad and Tobago Plumbers Association, which is currently being revived
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Too many misconceptions of plumbing portray it as a ﬁlthy trade – this is far from the
truth. Any young person with aspirations in the ﬁeld of plumbing will soon come to
realize its beneﬁts, especially ﬁnancially.
Useful websites
The Plumber.com (www.theplumber.com)
Plumbing Web (www.plumbingweb.com)

Woodworking
What does a Woodworker do?
• Erects the structures of buildings, builds and installs many of their components,
such as stairs, porches, ﬂoors, doors, and closets
• Reads and interprets blueprints, drawings and sketches to determine
speciﬁcations and then calculate requirements. Prepares layouts that conform to
building codes and measurements
• Installs ﬂoor beams, lays sub-ﬂooring and erects walls and roof systems
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•
•

Fits and installs trim items, such as doors, stairs, molding and hardware
Maintains, repairs and renovates buildings

What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Although many woodworkers work with large companies, many set up their own
businesses. They may have their own shop or work on-site at customers’ homes.
With experience and training, woodworkers can advance to senior positions, such as
foreperson or supervisor.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Construction, Physics,
Technical Drawing,
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Further Mathematics, Art & Design, Design & Tech, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Architectural Drawing, Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
National Examinations Council Craft Certiﬁcate in Construction, Carpentry and
Joinery.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
John S. Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute, SERVOL
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$1,000–$5,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Architecture; Construction; Woodworking; Machine Operator/Maintenance
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Trinidad and Tobago Contractors Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Love what you do—it will make any job easier. Get work boots with good treads and
steel toes because you’re at risk of slips and falls. Woodworkers have to be mindful of
safety, because the tools of the trade can be sharp and rough.
Useful websites
Trinidad and Tobago Contractors Association (www.ttca.com)
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Electronics/Small Appliance Repair
What does an Electronic/Small Appliance Repair Technician do?
• Repairs, adjusts, and installs all types of small household appliances and
electronic products
• Disassembles appliance/product to examine speciﬁc mechanical and electrical
parts to diagnose problem
• Replaces worn and defective parts, such as switches, bearings, motors,
transmissions, belts, gears, circuit boards, or defective wiring
• Observes and examines appliance/product during operation to detect speciﬁc
malfunction, such as loose parts or leaking ﬂuid
• Instructs customer regarding operation and care of appliance/product and
provides emergency service number
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
After gaining certiﬁcation, one or two years of apprenticeship or at least two years of
vocational training follow. Depending upon the company and the experience gained,
promotion to department supervisor follows after several years. Some eventually start
their own businesses.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Electrical & Electronic Technology, Mechanical
Engineering
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science, Principles of Business
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
National Examinations Council Craft Certiﬁcate in Electrical Power & Controls,
University degree in Electronics
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
John S. Donaldson Technical Institute; San Fernando Technical Institute; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Tuition is free at most institutes, with a fee for insurance and consumables (between
$1,000–$2,000)
UWI: $15,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Camera and Photographic Equipment Repairers; Refrigeration Mechanics
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Industry Association
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Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Keep up with current technology, subscribe to industry magazines, check
manufacturers’ websites for updates on brand appliance and product repairs

Automotive Mechanic
What does an Automotive Mechanic do?
• Repairs automobiles, trucks, buses, and other vehicles. Automotive mechanics repair
virtually any part on the vehicle or specialise in the transmission system
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Generally, one would start as an apprentice (3-9 months), then becomes a Mechanic
B class, a Mechanic A class, and a heavy equipment mechanic (excavating machines).
From there, typical career mobility involves positions of foreman, supervisor, manager,
and engineer. If you are so inclined, you can branch into sales (parts and equipment)
for an automotive company or you can become an entrepreneur and open your own
business.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Chemistry, Computer Science, Information
Technology, Electrical & Electronic Technology, NEC in Auto Mechanics, Physics,
Principles of Business Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Machining.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Automotive Service Technology (abroad)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
John Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute, Government
Vocational Centre (Pt Fortin), Academy of Auto Mechanics.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Free at John Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute, with a
small fee for insurance and consumables
What other professions could this training lead to?
Transport Engineering, Aircraft Mechanics, Motor Vehicle Inspector, Aircraft Pilot,
Service Station Technicians
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute of Motor Industry
Society of Automotive Engineering
Institute of Automotive Mechanics
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is a labour-intensive career–with further studies, you can become an automotive
engineer.
Useful websites
The Society of Automotive Engineers (www.sae.org)

Machining
What does a Machinist do?
Machinists set up and run machines to make metal products and parts. Understanding
how machines work, and preparing, operating, and repairing them are the basic tasks
of machinists. The metal parts and machines they make are then used to make other
machines and products, like computers, cars, rocket engines, and soup cans.
Duties include:
• Reviewing blueprints (plans), charts, or other information (such as sample
parts) to plan and prepare the job
• Doing calculations and measurements (where to drill, what to cut and how fast
to go), and choosing the right tools and materials
• Setting up and running a variety of machines – hand tools and computerized
numeric control (CNC) tools (a machinist’s tasks include grinding, drilling and
cutting - all by very speciﬁc instructions)
• Fitting and assembling parts and repairing machines
• Checking the work, making sure it has the correct measurements and meets
quality and technical guidelines
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical /Systematic
Typical career path
Machinists usually start out as apprentices. Following your apprenticeship, you can
write exams to become a certiﬁed machinist. With more experience and training,
machinists receive higher hourly pay. Machine inspectors have more experience and
training, so they earn more. After many years of experience, machinists often become
supervisors or open machine shops of their own.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language, Mathematics, Physics, Technical Drawing, Mechanical Engineering
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Further Mathematics, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Engineering
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$15,400 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Machining Inspector, Automotive Engineer
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
If you want a career where there are plenty of job choices and steady work, where
you can learn on the job and make good money, a Machinist is it. Machinists work
in all areas of industry but you’ll likely begin working in a factory or smaller shop.
Sometimes it’s noisy work but good earplugs will do the trick. Your equipment list
could also include work gloves and safety gear for handling certain machines.

Welding
What does a Welder do?
A welder welds metal parts to fabricate or repair a variety of items and structures
according to speciﬁcations, using gas or electric equipment. He/she follows blueprints
or verbal speciﬁcations to determine the correct positioning of parts to be welded and
smoothes the welded area using a chipping hammer. Other duties include inspecting
equipment, structures and materials to ensure they ﬁt job speciﬁcations and safety
requirements.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Systematic
Typical career path
According to type of welding, jobs are available with companies in the construction or
petrochemical industries. Companies often offer immediate employment with on-thejob training. Further study and training in specialized areas (commercial fabrication,
industrial maintenance, underwater welding) leads to higher -ranking and supervisory
positions.
What school subjects are required?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language, Mathematics, Mechanical Engineering, Technical Drawing, Physics,
Industrial Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
National Examinations Council Craft Certiﬁcate in Pipe-Fitting / Carbon Steel
Welding, Advanced Welding and/or Specialized Coded Welding, Diploma in Welding
/Engineering
What local institutions offer courses leading to these qualiﬁcations?
John S. Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute, Government
Vocational Centre (Pt. Fortin), Trinidad & Tobago Institute of Technology
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Tuition is free at some Institutes with small fee for consumables and insurance; may
cost up to $15,000 at others
What other professions could this training lead to?
Woodworking, Inspection & Research, Occupational Safety & Health, Teaching
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
American Welding Society
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A welder needs to have a level head, as the work is very precise and dangerous.
Welding is not often seen as an occupation of choice, but the opportunities for
advancement are abundant. Self-employed welders must have lots of capital, as costs
for equipment are high.
Useful websites
The American Welding Society (www.aws.org)
Welding.com (www.welding.com)

Engineering
What does an Engineer do?
Engineering is a diverse and rewarding ﬁeld and includes the following professions:
An Electrical and Electronics Engineer designs, develops, and tests various electronic
or telecommunication systems. They supervise the building/testing of prototypes as
well as the installation, commission, and operation of electronic equipment
An Automotive Engineer designs vehicle systems such as engines, transmissions
and suspensions. Automotive Engineering has evolved into a wide-ranging branch of
engineering encompassing electronics, computing, materials science and ergonomics as
well as the traditional core subjects of mechanical engineering science
A Chemical Engineer sets up, conducts, and analyses chemical experiments, tests,
and sampling tests for quality control. They operate/maintain laboratory equipment,
compile records, and interpret analytical results. They also perform environmental
testing, assessments, and may develop or ensure compliance standards are met
A Civil Engineer plans, designs, develops and manages a variety of major civil
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engineering projects including the construction/repair of buildings, roads, airports,
railways, bridges, dams, ports, and water distribution/sanitation systems
An Aeronautical Engineer is involved in all aspects of the design, development,
manufacture and operation of aircraft and their associated systems and components
A Petroleum Engineer assesses oil and/or gas reserves and prioritises their
monetization; optimises the methodology of oil and/or gas production throughout the
life of an oil and/or Gas ﬁeld and plans the most economic and/or business-driven
utilisation of resources
A Processing Plant Engineer ensures all the equipment on a processing plant is running
at peak efﬁciency in as safe a manner as possible and performs all repairs to the
equipment
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
There are four basic ﬁelds in Engineering—Chemical, Electrical, Civil and Mechanical.
Once you have these degrees you could be a Petroleum Engineer, Production Engineer,
Reservoir Engineer, Operations Engineer, Commissioning Engineer, Piping Engineer,
Drilling Engineer, Corrosion Engineer, Environmental Engineer—not to mention a host
of other ﬁelds. Many engineers do their MBAs and end up in Finance and commercial
areas.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Computer Science,
Economics, Electrical & Electronic Technology, Information Technology, Mechanical
Engineering, Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Chemistry, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Construction, any Math and Science-related subjects
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Depending on the ﬁeld you choose: Bachelor’s Degree, B.Sc. in Chemical and Process
Engineering; Civil Engineering; Petroleum Engineering, Mechanical Engineering;
Additional Training in Project Management (e.g. Diploma in Project Management,
Project Management Professional Certiﬁcation) or Construction Management is
recommended
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
IOB, Roytec, Cipriani Labour College, SBCS, SAM (for Project Management courses)
John S. Donaldson Technical Institute, San Fernando Technical Institute, TTIT (for
Construction Management courses)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
UWI: $15,400 per year; less at other institutions
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What other professions could this training lead to?
Electrical Trades Supervisors; Aeronautical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering; Civil
Engineering; Professional Supervisors; Oil & Gas Drilling & Service; Technical Sales
Specialists; Drilling Engineer, Completions Engineer, Reservoir Engineer, Production
Engineer, Planning Engineer, Wells Engineer, Project Manager, Operations Manager, as
well as other levels of Upper Management, Consultancy
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Board of Engineering of Trinidad and Tobago
The Association of Professional Engineers of Trinidad and Tobago
Association of Consulting Engineers of Trinidad and Tobago
Geological Society of Trinidad & Tobago
Project Management Institute (Southern Caribbean Chapter)
The Society of Automotive Engineers
Society of Petroleum Engineers
Association for the Advancement of Cost Engineering
Royal Aeronautical Society
Society of British Aerospace Manufacturers
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Ensure that your driving force for wanting to do Engineering is not money and that you
don’t get disheartened if you ﬁnd that your ﬁrst job doesn’t allow for the kind of scope
you hoped for. In Trinidad and Tobago, engineers often ﬁnd themselves being “Jacks of
all trades, Masters of none”. Don’t worry, that kind of widespread experience will serve
you well in the long run. Get aligned with someone in the industry whom you respect
and can be your mentor, so that while you are studying Engineering you will be able
to see the practical relevance behind all the overwhelming theory that is ﬂung at you
at University. Be open to the possibility that although you study one facet of this ﬁeld,
you could easily ﬁnd yourself doing a totally different type of Engineering. There’s a
great scope for growth.
Useful websites
The Board of Engineering of Trinidad and Tobago (www.boett.org)
The Association of Professional Engineers of Trinidad and Tobago (www.apett.org)
The Geological Society of Trinidad and Tobago (www.gstt.org)
The Institute of Electrical Engineering (www.iee.org)
The American Institute of Chemical Engineers (www.aiche.org)
Institution of Chemical Engineers (www.icheme.org)
Chemical Engineering (www.che.com)
Society of Petroleum Engineers (www.spe.org)
The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (www.asme.org)
The Society of Automotive Engineers (www.sae.org)

113

Career Directory – Engineneering/Construction/Manufacturing

OTHER
Urban Planning
What does an Urban Planner do?
• Prepares and recommends land development plans for urban and rural areas
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Any employer in this ﬁeld would value a wide range of experience in both the
public and private sectors, so working in both areas helps—you will be exposed
to a wider variety of projects and different areas of specialisation. When working
for the government, planners can eventually become senior planners. There is also
the possibility of attaining the highest available post, the Director of the Town and
Country Planning Division. Many experienced planners also go on to operate their own
consulting businesses.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Building Technology, Computer Science,
Construction, Economics, Information Technology, Technical Drawing
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Computing, Design & Tech, Economics, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, General Paper
What other areas of study could help?
Business Studies
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Construction Engineering
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $13,000 per year
UWI: $15,400 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Project Management (Building), Arbitration (dispute resolution), Quantity Surveying
What Professional Associations currently exist that aspiring professionals in this
ﬁeld should be aware of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Society of Planners
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Any other comments or information to add that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
As a professional, you will have an important role to play in the development of the
nation. By the very nature of the ﬁeld, it involves the planning of towns, communities,
etc. and you should always remain aware of this responsibility.

Environmental Health
& Safety Management
What does an Environmental Health and Safety Manager do?
Develops and monitors Safety and Environmental programmes to maintain a
company’s compliance with all applicable Environmental and Health and Safety legal
requirements
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
This is a ﬁeld that is expanding signiﬁcantly; it is also a profession that is taking on
more responsibility and status as corporate social responsibility grows. A typical career
path would be ﬁrst ﬁnding a junior position with a range of responsibilities including
environmental auditing, safety and quality. From there, more time may be spent doing
compliance, reporting and dealing with social responsibility issues. Senior positions
soon follow as managers have responsibility for multiple sites and/or bigger corporate
and strategic affairs. It is clear that those aiming for the top of the profession will
increasingly need to be able to manage the implications of environmental management
as a key factor in corporate strategy.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Computer Science, Electrical and Electronic Technology, Food & Nutrition, Integrated
Science, Mechanical Engineering, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, General Paper
What other areas of study could help?
Building Technology, Construction, Technical Drawing
These courses give you a stronger background to pursue engineering programmes with
advanced sciences such as applied and aquatic chemistry, applied microbiology and
others
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended:
A strong Engineering or Science ﬁrst degree; Masters in Environmental Engineering
or Masters in Occupational Health & Safety; CSP (Certiﬁed Safety Professional), CIH
(Certiﬁed Industrial Hygienist)
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT: Associate Degree in Environmental Management
UWI: B.Sc degree with major Environmental and Natural Resource Management
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $14,000 per year
UWI: $12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Environmental Engineering, Professorship, employment as a Compliance Ofﬁcer or
working with environmental agencies such as the EPA (Environmental Protection
Association) and other government agencies
Any other comments or information to add that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is a very good profession with many interesting avenues to pursue. The ﬁnancial
rewards are substantial but it is also a very competitive and stressful ﬁeld. If you like
challenges, this is a great profession for you.
Useful websites
The American Industrial Hygiene Association (www.aiha.org)
The American Society of Safety Engineers (www.asse.org)
The American Society of Civil Engineers (www.asce.org)
The Solid Waste Association of North America (www.swana.org)
The Institute of Professional Environmental Practice (www.ipep.org)
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EDUCATION & TRAINING
Teaching
Early Childhood Education; Primary;
Secondary; Physical Education/Coaching;
Special Education
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Early Childhood Education
What does an Early Childhood Educator do?
Early childhood educators plan and organise activities to help children develop
intellectually, emotionally, and physically. This includes speech, early reading skills,
ﬁne and gross (as in large) motor skills, social interaction, and a whole host of abilities
that are rapidly developing at that age. Early childhood educators perform some or all
of the following duties:
• develop and implement daily activities for children
• lead children in activities by telling or reading stories, teaching songs,
demonstrating the use of simple musical instruments, preparing craft materials
and demonstrating their use, providing opportunities for creative expression
through the media of art, dramatic play, music and physical ﬁtness, and taking
the children to local points of interest
• guide and assist children in the development of proper eating, dressing and
toilet habits
• observe children for signs of learning disabilities or emotional problems
• discuss progress or problems of children with parents and other staff members
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
After certiﬁcation, teachers apply for a job with a school. With years of experience, you
could move into a supervisory position. You may even want to open your own nursery
school.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Food & Nutrition,
Integrated Science, Social Studies, Visual Arts
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Music, First Aid
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcate/Diploma or Bachelor’s degree in early childhood education
Montessori Preschool/Kindergarten Diploma Programme
Montessori Infant/Toddler Diploma Programme
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
SERVOL (Early Childhood Education)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$3,000 for 2 years
Montessori: $9000–$11,000, according to distance learning programmes; local
programme not available at this time
What other professions could this training lead to?
Special education, child care specialist
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Uniﬁed teachers Association (TTUTA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
It’s a hectic, noisy environment, but bright and cheerful, too. Children this age have
boundless amounts of energy—and you need more than they do! You’ll be bending,
lifting, stooping, reaching, cleaning up messes, taking kids to the park—and besides
the physical demands, there are emotional ones, too. You must be constantly alert to
potential dangers and disruptive situations. You’ll have to hand out discipline fairly but
ﬁrmly, and deal with parents who may not understand you teaching methods.

Teaching
What does a Teacher do?
A Teacher educates students on a subject or subjects upon which they will be examined
for theoretical and practical knowledge. Primary and secondary school teaching
requires a variety of skills and aptitudes, including a talent for working with children
and teenagers; organisational, administrative, and record-keeping abilities; research and
communication skills; the power to inﬂuence, motivate, and train others; patience; and
creativity.
A Physical Education Teacher or Coach is typically involved in running a physical
education programme or team while also covering such areas as strategies to provide
a safe environment for athletes, strength training and conditioning and preparation for
competition
A Special Education Teacher works with young people who have disabilities. A small
number of special education teachers work with students with mental retardation or
autism, primarily teaching them life skills and basic literacy. However, the majority of
special education teachers work with children with mild to moderate disabilities, using
the general education curriculum, or modifying it, to meet the child’s individual needs
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Graduates apply to the Ministry of Education for a teaching post, then have two or
three years on-the-job training as a teacher at a primary school. The Ministry spends
this time evaluating your performance and progress, then recommend you for teacher
training at one of the training colleges. When you have completed this phase, you are
awarded a Diploma in Teaching and can further your education at university level.
Teachers with a degree and years of experience can be promoted to principals, school
supervisors, curriculum ofﬁcers, or may take up an administrative position in the
Ministry of Education. Teachers may also go on to further study and research and
become university lecturers.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
Five O Level subjects (including one science subject) with passes at Grade I or II
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GCE Advanced (A) Level:
English in Literature, Mathematics, History, General Paper (or any subject you wish to
specialise in)
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sociology, Spanish/French, Computer Science, Art. Teachers should have curious and
lively minds, as they will then be able to impart their interest to their charges—keep
reading and working to improve your skills.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Bachelor Of Education Degree In Educational Administration
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Valsayn Teaching College, Teachers Training College, UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Free if recommended by the Ministry of Education, $2,000 per term if applying
privately
What other professions could this training lead to?
Teaching assistants; education administrators; librarians; child care workers; public
relations specialists; social workers; ﬁtness instructor.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Uniﬁed Teachers Association (TTUTA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Teaching is a calling, and you must love to interact with young people and help inspire
them to learn and enjoy their school life. Always continue education yourself, as well,
and try to make your classes lively and appealing to all the young people under your
care.
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TOURISM & HOSPITALITY
Chef
Food Technology
Food & Beverage Management
Hotel Management
Tour Guide/Operator
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Chef
What does a Chef do?
A chef not only cooks, but is an Executive who with a combination of the proper
technical skills, the knowledge of ﬁnancial management and human resources
management can plan, execute and deliver customer satisfaction. The job requires a
combination of diligent dedication, hard work, attention to details and a passion for
what one does. A Chef is a role that has many “hats”: a teacher, leader, manager and
a specialised craftsman. A chef is not only responsible for the menu, but also has to
forecast budgets for his/her departments, deal with solving problems quickly, motivate
and correct their staff, prepare the costs for various items, the ordering of items,
standardise recipes, keep abreast of the changing trends with in the industry, and be
responsible as a leader not only in their profession but also in the community as well.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
The order of rank in a professional kitchen is: Commi, Chef de partie, Sous Chef and
Chef. Some Chefs who started in the kitchen at a very early age have worked with
some of the best chefs of their time; in essence they came through the “ranks”—this
practice is more common in Europe.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science,
Economics, Food and Nutrition, French, Home Economics, Information Technology,
Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business, Typewriting
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Accounting, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Economics, French, Mathematics,
General Paper
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
For an Executive Chef, a Bachelor’s Degree is the minimum requirement
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
The Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality & Tourism Institute offers an Associate Degree
in Culinary Management. From there the student would be required to further his/her
studies abroad.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$7,000 per semester
What other professions could this training lead to?
Consultants, Teachers, Food writers, Food photography and styling, Research and
Development, Corporate Chefs, Caterers dealing in large volumes, Private Chefs
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Caribbean Culinary Federation; Trinidad and Tobago Hotel and Restaurant Association;
American Culinary Federation; American Institute of Food and wine; International
Women Chef’s and Restaurateurs and National Restaurant Association. Because the
ﬁeld is global it is important to belong to a combination of associations.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people considering
this profession?
This profession is not an easy one and one must ﬁrst have a passion for it. You would
need to take the time to hone your skills, as too often people expect to absorb quickly
and move on. In this ﬁeld the strong survive and part of your strength comes from the
knowledge that is required to do your job and do it well. You have to ﬁnd the right
balance to work hard but smart. This industry is still “a man’s world” so women need
to be extra focused. The respect that is sustained over a period of time is an earned one
based not only on your title but on your actual performance.
Useful websites
Culinary Institute of America (www.prochef.com)
Cooks online (www.cooks.com)
Epicurious (www.epicurious.com)
Star Chefs (www.starchef.com)

Food Technology
What does a Food Technologist do?
• Uses chemistry, microbiology, engineering, and other sciences to study the
principles underlying the processing and deterioration of foods
• Analyses food content to determine levels of vitamins, fat, sugar, and protein
• Discovers new food sources
• Researches ways to make processed foods safe, palatable, and healthful
• Applies food science knowledge to determine best ways to process, package,
preserve, store, and distribute food
• Develops food standards, safety and sanitary regulations, waste-management
and water-supply speciﬁcations
• Confers with process engineers, ﬂavour experts, and packaging and marketing
specialists to resolve problems in product development
What type of person would/should do this job:
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Food Technologists can apply their abilities and knowledge to a number of
specialisations, such as research and new product development. They usually work as
supervisors or project managers once they’ve gained enough experience and the great
thing about this ﬁeld is that the skills set can be transferred to other areas of science and
technology.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Food and Nutrition,
Integrated Science
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Home Economics, Written Comprehension, Oral Comprehension, Deductive
Reasoning, Inductive Reasoning, Written Expression
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
recommended?
A Bachelor’s Degree. A minimum of two to four years of work-related skill,
knowledge, and experience is also helpful.
What local institutions offer courses leading to these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Agriculture; Animal Husbandry; Food Science Technician; Nursery/Greenhouse
Manager; Purchasing Agent/Buyer, Farm Products
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Employees in these occupations usually need several years of work-related experience,
on-the-job training, and/or vocational training.

Food & Beverage Management
What does a Food & Beverage Manager do?
• Hires Bar/Wait Staff
• Costs Food and Beverage Menus
• Designs Bar List
• Trains Staff
• Advertises and Promotes the Hotel/Restaurant
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
People in this career usually start off doing bar and wait staff duties, then get promoted
to head waiter/Maitre d’. Their ﬁrst on-the-job experience is often at a small hotel, then
they move on to a larger establishment.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Information Technology,
Food & Nutrition, French/Spanish, Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Mathematics, French/Spanish, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Marketing, Human Resources.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Degree in Food and Beverage Management
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$20,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Event Planner, Marketing, Human Resources, Accounting
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Trinidad and Tobago Hotel, Restaurants and Tourism Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
You are in a service industry, so a good attitude and great personality are both
important. You must also be patient and it helps to love what you do.

Hotel Management
What does a Hotel Manager do?
A Hotel Manager is responsible for all aspects of a hotel. Roles include monitoring
income and expenses, marketing the hotel and supervising staff. She/he usually heads
an executive team comprising an Assistant Manager, an Executive Housekeeper, a
Front Ofﬁce Manager, a Food and Beverage Manager and a Convention Services
Manager.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Management graduates apply for trainee management positions with hotels and with
experience and further training, advance to assistants to department heads (Food &
Beverage, Housekeeping, Guest Services, etc.) After some years, advancement to the
position of Hotel Manager becomes possible.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Caribbean History, Computer Science,
Economics, Food & Nutrition, Home Economics, Ofﬁce Procedures, Principles of
Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Economics, Sociology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any foreign languages, especially Spanish & French
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate degree or B.Sc. in Hotel Management
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$16,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Restaurateur, Travel Agent, Event Management, Tour Operator
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad & Tobago Hotels, Restaurants and Tourism Association
Caribbean Hotels Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
You must have good interpersonal skills and be able to handle stressful situations. You
must also have a knack for details and be organized. Larger hotels may offer better
opportunities for advancement than smaller hotels.
Useful websites
The Trinidad and Tobago Hotel, Restaurants and Tourism Association
(www.tnthotels.com)
TIDCO (www.visittnt.com/)
The Caribbean Hotel Association (www.caribbeanhotels.org)

Tour Guide/Operator
What does a Tour Guide do?
Shows visitors local places and things of interest in an informative and entertaining
manner, ensuring that the information is accurate and that all persons are safe at all
times. Speciﬁc duties may include:
• Greeting and registering visitors and issuing identiﬁcation badges and safety devices
• Assuming responsibility for safety of the group
• Escorting individuals or groups on sightseeing tours
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•

•

Distributing brochures, conveying background information, providing
directions and other pertinent information and explaining establishment
processes and operations at tour site to visitors
Monitoring visitors’ activities and alerting visitors when they are not complying
with establishment regulations

What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
People often begin this job informally by volunteering or working at trade and tourism
fairs, family and community sports days, etc. Once you gain experience in the ﬁeld,
you can progress. If you have an entrepreneurial streak, business skills, and a fair bit of
start-up money, you might want to consider opening your own business. Tour guides
can go on to become travel agents or tour operators
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Caribbean History, Geography, French/Spanish,
Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
French/Spanish, History, Sociology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any foreign language, First Aid and Public Speaking, Crisis Management, Customer
Service Training
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Professional Certiﬁcation in Tour Guiding
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Tour Incredible and Palm Tree (via Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$3,000, plus cost of ﬁeld trips
What other professions could this training lead to?
Flight Attendant, Travel Agent, Event Management, Sales and Marketing
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
World Tour Guide Association.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is a fun career for someone with an outgoing personality and a love of the
outdoors. You must have good interpersonal skills and be able to handle stressful
situations. You must also have an excellent memory and a knack for public speaking. If
you can, learn as many languages as possible.
Useful websites
The World Federation of Tourist Guide Associations (www.wftga.org/)
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Insurance Underwriter
Aesthetician/Make-up Artist/Hairstylist
Funeral Services/Mortician/Embalmer
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Insurance Underwriter
What does an Insurance Underwriter do?
•
Assesses and underwrites risks to determine acceptability following
established underwriting guidelines and procedures
•
Evaluates Re-insurance cessions to treaties as per terms, conditions and
limitations of the Re-Insurance agreement
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
When ﬁrst starting out in the ﬁeld, graduates get jobs as underwriter trainees or
assistants, helping to collect information about applicants or do research. With more
experience, they can move into a senior underwriting position where they are in charge
of insurance policies that are even more complicated. Eventually, they can become
administrators/department heads and manage the activities of other underwriters. Some
may even become directors of the insurance company they work for.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Computer Science, Ofﬁce
Procedures, Principles of Business, Spanish, Typewriting
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Training in Sales
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Chartered Insurance Institute (ACII)
Associate Risk Management (ARM)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Trinidad and Tobago Insurance Institute
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
ACCI: $18,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Finance, Marketing
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Chartered Insurance Institute (afﬁliated TTII)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
They must be willing to study and also develop inter-personal skills.
Useful websites
The Chartered Insurance Institute (www.cii.co.uk)
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Aesthetician/Make-up Artist/
Hairstylist
What does an Aesthetician do?
An aesthetician does skin and body treatments, including manicures and pedicures,
body massages, eyelash tinting, electrolysis, waxing and facials. Make-up training
and hair styling are skills that are also included in this profession—the more ﬂexible
you are, the more income earning potential you have in a variety of areas, including
photography, theatre, television, fashion, advertising and social events.
Professional make-up artistry involves giving balance to features, through highlighting
and concealing, ensuring that each person’s best features are highlighted. It also
involves choosing suitable makeup for all skin types, and application of makeup for
different occasions.
Hairstyling is a skill that uses different techniques (cuts, steams, chemical processes,
etc.) to ensure healthy and attractive hair maintenance for clientele.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Social/Enterprising
Typical career path
Recent graduates either apply for employment with a reputable institute or become
an entrepreneur. With experience and further training, aestheticians may advance to
top positions in their institutes and can also teach courses. For the hair and make-up
disciplines, it is worth it to work with a senior artist/stylist—both to learn valuable
tricks of the trade and to network and have your work noticed by the right people. A
good place to get a foot in the door is a modelling agency or fashion house—once you
have someone to recommend you.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Chemistry, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Physiology, Training in Public Relations
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Diploma in Esthetics (Theoretical and Practical)
Advanced Certiﬁcate in Make-up
Certiﬁcate in Cosmetology and Hair Styling
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Cosmar Limited, Skin Care Consultants, YTEPP, Frida’s School of Cosmetology,
Caribbean Academy of Esthetics & Electrolysis, Sacha Cosmetics, Ephraim Hunte
Productions, and other Beauty Schools
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Aesthetician: $13,000 for a six-month programme
Hairstyling: $4,000–$5,000
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Make-up: $9,500 top end. It can be less, depending on the school, as course content
varies.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Physiologist; Teaching; Dermatology; Public Relations; Lab Assistant; Sales
Representative—Beauty Products; Special Effects Make-up (Film); Theatrical Make-up
Specialist; Photography
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
There are none in Trinidad and Tobago. Students needing information tend to call on
the top spas and salons for help. Annual international conventions are a necessity for
the Aesthetician who wants to keep up with industry advancements. The International
Congress of Aesthetics is one of the most reputable conferences held in Miami FL and
Dallas TX, USA.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
It is imperative that you are customer-service oriented. Clients are both savvy and
discerning and will be familiar with international standards. They expect value for
money so be proﬁcient at what you. This is a science – there should be no guesswork
involved.
Anyone considering this ﬁeld must have commitment, patience, and enjoy what they
do – that way, your creativity really comes alive and this will lead you to even greater
successes.

Funeral Services/Mortician/
Embalmer
What does a Funeral Director do?
A Funeral Director is responsible for assisting bereaved families in planning the funeral
of their loved ones. This includes the organisation of every aspect of the funeral service
to help ensure that everything goes smoothly, while catering to the needs (emotional
and otherwise) of those in grief. Your role is to make this difﬁcult time easier for them
to bear. Duties can include advising about burial vs. cremation options, ensuring that
the family plans a funeral that is within their budget and overseeing the service from
start to ﬁnish.
Some Funeral Directors are also Embalmers, which is a highly specialised skill
whereby a deceased body is prepared for presentation at the funeral, according to health
regulations.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Social/Enterprising
Typical career path
It is quite likely that a new graduate will start at a more junior level, but progression to
supervisory positions is possible with enough experience. There is also the option of
opening your own funeral home.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Principles of Accounts,
Principles of Business, Religious Education, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Sociology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science and Ofﬁce Procedures (for entrepreneurs), Psychology, Event
Coordination
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate Degree in Mortuary Science/ Embalming (abroad)
Associate Degree in Psychology, Business Management
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Training is offered by funeral homes for their staff, but there is no formal place of study
in Trinidad and Tobago for Embalming
Associated degrees that could be useful to a Funeral Director are available at
COSTAAT and UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Embalming N/A in Trinidad and Tobago
COSTAAT/UWI: 12,000-15,000 per year
If studying abroad, an average of US$15,000–$20,000 per academic year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Pathologist, Event Planning, Grief Counselling
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
National Funeral Directors Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This profession requires you to be very practical—a certain level of detachment,
tempered with consideration will make you excel. A strong constitution is also
important. This is a challenging career that is always emotionally charged. Always be
innovative enough to ﬁnd new ways of satisfying the customer.
Useful websites
National Funeral Directors Association (www.nfda.com)
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Acupuncturist
What is Acupuncture?
Acupuncture is the insertion of ﬁne needles into speciﬁc points in the body to assist
Nature in restoring the natural ﬂow and balance of energy within the body. An
acupuncturist treats the patient as a whole (i.e. mind, body and spirit), and aims to treat
the underlying cause or disharmony in the body and promote natural healing.
Acupuncture can treat a wide range of acute and chronic diseases, including all kinds
of pain conditions, gastrointestinal disorders, gynecological complaints, respiratory
and mental disorders. However, if a disease is extremely virulent or far advanced,
acupuncture by itself is sometimes not powerful enough or may be too slow.
Acupuncture can help relieve symptoms associated with side effects, such as nausea
when a cancer patient is taking chemotherapy, or when used for an expectant mother it
can accelerate labour and reduce the pains.
Acupuncture originated in China but has spread to many parts of the world. Different
styles have developed over the centuries based on different opinions as to theory and
technique.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Realistic/Investigative/Artistic/Social
Typical career path
In the US, after completing your studies, you must to obtain a license to practice, which
means sitting a National examination or State Boards. Except where there is reciprocity
between states, you need a different license for each state where you plan to practice.
An acupuncturist in the USA is considered a primary care physician. A patient can go
directly to him/her without a referral from a medical doctor.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Massage (acupressure), any of the sciences.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
The minimum requirements for acceptance into acupuncture school vary (some states
require a Bachelor’s degree, others a Master’s). There are presently no institutions
in Trinidad and Tobago offering training in acupuncture, so one option is to obtain a
degree locally in one of the sciences locally, then pursue acupuncture school abroad.
The length of the training course for acupuncture is usually three years.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None at present; UWI for Science Degree
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
UWI: $12,000 per year
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What other professions could this training lead to?
Nutrition, Meditation, Massage (Acupressure), Tai Chi/ Chi Gung, Homeopathy and
other areas of “alternative” medicine. Some practitioners decide to specialise in certain
parts of the body, such as auricular acupuncture (ear), hand acupuncture (Korean style),
and acupuncture without needles. An Oriental Medicine programme, which includes
courses in Chinese herbs, is another option.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
If you believe that the body can heal itself and can do so quicker with a little help
from “alternative” medicine, and you would like to help people get well, then you may
ﬁnd a career in Acupuncture very rewarding. Acupuncture has been around for more
than 2,500 years, longer than Western medicine. Related ﬁelds include Homeopathy,
Naturopathy, Ayurvedic Medicine.
Useful websites
Acupuncture.com (www.acupuncture.com)

Audiologist
What does a Diagnostic Audiologist do?
Audiologists are health service professionals who deal with all aspects of hearing,
balance and associated disorders. An Audiologist:
• Assesses and treats persons with hearing and related disorders. May ﬁt hearing aids
and provide auditory training
• Plans and conducts prevention and treatment programmes for clients’ hearing or
speech problems
• Evaluates hearing and speech/language test results and medical or background
information to determine hearing or speech impairment and treatment
• Counsels and instructs clients in techniques to improve speech or hearing impairment,
including sign language or lip-reading
• Refers clients to additional medical or educational services if needed
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Typically, persons with degrees in Audiology must be examined in theoretical
knowledge before they can be registered with an association. They then intern at
a teaching hospital to gain practical experience, after which they are examined in
practical knowledge and receive a Certiﬁcate in Competency. This qualiﬁes them to
practice Audiology at hospitals, private institutions or specialist institutions.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Science, Physics,
Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sociology, Psychology. To enter a Doctor of Audiology (AuD) degree programme, a
Bachelor’s degree is required.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Audiology/Hearing Sciences (UK); Doctor of Audiology (Au.D) (US)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None at present
What other professions could this training lead to?
Interpreter Training; Language/Communication Disorder Therapist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
British Association of Audiologists; Educational Audiology Association
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Recent, dramatic increases in the extent of available information regarding the evaluation
and management of auditory disorders have widened the scope and practice of Audiology.
Useful websites
British Academy of Audiology (www.baaudiology.org)
American Academy of Audiology (www.audiology.org)
Educational Audiology Association (www.edaud.org)

Child Care Specialist
What does a Child Care Specialist do?
Child Care Specialists care for the social, emotional, physical and educational needs of
infants and young children in various care settings. They may perform the following tasks:
• plan and implement developmental programmes, based on observation of
individual children
• observe and record children’s growth, behaviour and development, and discuss
with parents
• integrate children with special needs into the programme, modifying the
programme and the physical environment if necessary
• supervise and train staff and students undertaking child care training
programmes
• prepare play and learning materials and set up the children’s environment
• supervise children’s play, making sure of their physical safety at all times
• help children with daily routines such as dressing, eating and sleeping
• guide children’s behaviour and social development
• prepare light snacks and meals
• maintain a safe, clean, appealing environment
• perform simple ﬁrst aid in emergencies
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What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
After qualiﬁcation Child Care Specialists usually work in child care or early childhood
education centres. The entrepreneurially inclined may choose to start a child carerelated business.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Biology, Food &
Nutrition, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Ofﬁce Procedures (for entrepreneurs), First Aid training and training in Counselling
and Psychology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcate in Early Childhood Education, or degree in Psychology
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
SERVOL, NIHERST, COSTAAT and UWI School of Continuing Studies
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
COSTAATT: $13,000 for Associate degree in Psychology
Other institutions: $15,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Teacher in Primary and Secondary Schools, District Supervisors in Education, Child
Psychologist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad & Tobago Uniﬁed Teachers’ Association (TTUTA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is a fulﬁlling, enriching and creative ﬁeld for people who are alert, observant,
active and able to use judgment and initiative, willing to accept responsibility and work
cooperatively with others and able to relate well to children and their parents.
Useful websites
SERVOL (community.wow.net/servol)
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Dentist
What does a Dentist do?
Dentists maintain oral health as a professional service.
Dentists may perform the following tasks:
• examination and repair of damaged teeth and gums using dental equipment and Xrays
• removal (extraction) of damaged teeth and replacement of missing teeth with artiﬁcial
teeth
• design, construction and ﬁtting of dentures, crowns and bridges for the replacement of
lost or unsound teeth
• diagnosis and treatment of dental conditions, undertaking preventive procedures,
conducting surgery and performing other specialist techniques, including operations to
the mouth, jaws, teeth and related structures
• referral of patients to dental specialists for further treatment
Specialisations in the ﬁeld of Dentistry include Endodontics, Oral/Maxillofacial
Surgery, Paediatric Dentistry, Periodontics, Posthodontics.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Upon the successful completion of the DDS degree, graduates are required to follow a
programme in General Dentistry for a period of 12 months prior to certiﬁcation by the
Dental Council as being eligible for full registration to practice dentistry. They may
then begin practicing (either private practice or government), or undertake further study
to specialise.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any science related subjects, Business Management
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI School of Dentistry
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$36,700 per year
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Dental Clinic of Trinidad and Tobago; The Dental Association of Trinidad and
Tobago.
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Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Manual dexterity and good hand-eye coordination are important attributes for Dentists,
since the work requires precision. Interpersonal skills (a sense of caring and sensitivity)
are also important when dealing with patients.
Useful websites
The University of the West Indies School of Dentistry (www.uwidentalschool.net)

Dietitian
What does a Dietitian do?
Dietitians apply the science of human nutrition to inﬂuence the eating behaviour of
individuals, groups and communities.
Dietitians may perform the following tasks:
• select food to attain, maintain and promote health and to prevent and treat illness and
disease
• provide optimal nutritional care and quality meal service by providing safe, nutritious
food in a cost effective manner, utilising available resources
• participate as a member of the health team by providing nutrition education and
counseling for patients
• modify diets to treat medical conditions and advise the general public about eating for
health
• advise the food industry on product development and marketing strategies
• develop resource materials for health professionals, the community, schools and the
food industry
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
After obtaining the necessary qualiﬁcations in this career, Dietitians may choose to
work in the public sector, developing and administering food and nutrition policies for
government, industry, health institutions and other organisations. They can also work
independently, acting as consultants to provide food service assessments, nutrition
education, training and counseling, and research support to hospitals, nursing homes,
food processing companies and other institutions. Teaching is also an option, and many
Dietitians train students, medical and other health professionals.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Food and Nutrition, Home
Economics, Information Technology
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any health related subjects
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. Human Ecology, Nutrition and Dietetics Option, Diploma, Institutional and
Community Nutrition and Dietetics
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Food Technology, Consultancy, Teaching, Consumer Science, Home Economics,
Sports Science, Weight Loss Counselling
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Association of Nutritionists and Dietetics
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
People considering this ﬁeld should enjoy food and food preparation and have
an interest in public health. They should also have an aptitude for science. Good
communication skills and the ability to work as part of a team are also important. You
should lead a healthy lifestyle and practice what you preach.
Useful websites
The American Dietetic Association (www.eatright.org)
UWI, Faculty of Science and Agriculture (sta.uwi.edu/fsa/)

Medical Practitioner
What does a Medical Practitioner do?
Medical Practitioners (also known as Physicians or Medical Doctors) treat patients for
medical conditions. This includes interviewing, diagnosing and initiating appropriate
management methods for treatment. They may also specialise in a speciﬁc area of
medical treatment or surgery, e.g. Paediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Ear, Nose
and Throat, Cardiovascular Diseases, Trauma Surgery, Neurology.
A medical practitioner may perform the following tasks:
• examine the patient to determine the nature of the disorder or illness, and record
the patient’s medical information
• order, perform and analyse laboratory tests, X-rays and other diagnostic images
and procedures
• provide overall care for patients and prescribe and administer treatments,
medications and other remedial measures
• aid in the prevention of diseases and disorders by advising patients on diet,
exercise, hygiene and general health
• prescribe and administer medication and inoculate patients to prevent infectious
or contagious diseases
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provide pre- and post-natal care
report births, deaths and notiﬁable diseases to government authorities
arrange for patients to be admitted to hospital
refer patients to other medical specialists and exchange relevant medical details

Medical Practitioners are also involved in a wide range of activities including
consultations, attending emergencies, performing operations and arranging medical
investigations. In caring for patients, medical practitioners work with many other health
professionals.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Upon successful completion of the course of study, graduates must follow an 18-month
internship in order to be eligible for certiﬁcation by the Medical Council and full
registration to practise medicine. From there, newly qualiﬁed doctors will either work
for the government or enter private practice as a General Practitioner. Doctors wishing
to specialise in a particular area (e.g. Gynaecology) may go on to pursue their Doctor of
Medicine (DM).
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics (optional), General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any of the other sciences, Psychology, Business Management
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS); Doctor of Medicine (DM) for
specialists
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad and Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI, Faculty of Medical Sciences
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$36,000 per year for 3 years and then TT$44,000 per year for 2 years
What other professions could this training lead to?
Specialisation in any medical ﬁeld (e.g. Anesthesiology, Neurology, Obstetrics/
Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, Paediatrics, Pathology, Psychiatry, Radiology, Surgery),
Teaching
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Medical Association of Trinidad and Tobago
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Useful websites
UWI, Faculty of Medical Sciences (http://sta.uwi.edu/fms/)
The Trinidad and Tobago Medical Students Association (www.mssc.uwi.tt/ttmsa.php3)

MRI Technician
What does a MRI Technician do?
Medical Radiation Imaging Technicians (also known as Radiation Therapists, Magnetic
Resonance Imaging Technologists or Nuclear Medicine Technologists, depending on
their exact job) work with Radiologists (specialised doctors) to ﬁnd and treat health
problems ranging from broken bones to cancer. MRI combines physics, mathematics
and computer technology to provide superior medical diagnoses.
Magnetic Resonance Imaging Technologists may perform the following tasks:
• operate high-tech imaging (picture-taking) machines such as CAT (computerized
axial tomography) scanners and mammography units
• produce images of body structures and organ functions that help doctors diagnose
people and make decisions about treatment
• work as part of a treatment team to ﬁnd the best treatment and dosage for particular
ailments
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Many technologists specialise, but technicians are probably better off learning more
than one job or method. Most available jobs are in hospitals or clinics, so the most
obvious next step is to supervisory or administrative positions. Should you aspire to
these types of positions, a background in business and management will help.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Information Technology, Integrated Science, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Science or Radiological Sciences
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT; UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$13,000 per year
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What other professions could this training lead to?
Diagnostic Technician, Ultrasound Technician, also supervisory or administrative
positions.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Medical Professional Association of Trinidad and Tobago (MPATT)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
It takes a unique skill set to be an MRI technologist—you interact with patients while
managing sophisticated equipment. You need to be focused on the problem and the
details, without losing sight of the patient, who also requires patience and compassion.
With this cutting edge technology and the expansion of MRI facilities, this diagnostic
method will remain in the mainstream for many years to come so these skills will
continue to be in demand.
Useful websites
American College of Radiology (www.acr.org)
Radiological Society of North America (www.rsna.org)

Nursing
What does a Nurse do?
Nurses, in general, assess, plan, provide and evaluate preventative, curative and
rehabilitative care for patients in a wide variety of settings including public and private
hospitals, nursing homes, the community, industry and home-based services.
A Ward Nurse provides professional care—that is, administration of medication,
monitoring of vital signs, pre- and post-operative care, and general care of patients
(including patients’ comfort and safety, personal hygiene, nutrition and psychosocial
needs)
A Psychiatric Nurse provides preventative, therapeutic and rehabilitative quality care
to patients; helps them to function at their optimum level; administers medications and
care for their nutrition and hygienic needs
A Midwife provides care to low-risk pregnant women during pregnancy, labour, birth
and post-partum; conducts deliveries and cares for the newborn and infant; conducts
health counselling (antenatal education and preparation for parenthood, gynecology,
family planning and childcare), not only for women but also for families and the wider
community
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Ward Nurse
Ward Nurses begin their careers on the ward, either at public hospitals or private
institutions. They begin helping the more experienced nursing staff with non-medical
duties including housekeeping, food service and transportation, ward, patient and
ofﬁce support. A Nurse may specialise as a Porter, collecting and transporting medical
equipment and supplies clean linen and surgical tools.
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Psychiatric Nurse
Apart from working on the psychiatric ward at medical institutions, some nurses move
into supervisory or management roles. Nurses who choose to further their education
with a Master’s or Doctoral degree may ﬁnd opportunities as teachers, consultants, or
healthcare policymakers.
Midwife
Midwives tend to start off in apprenticeships after becoming qualiﬁed. Other career
paths include becoming a childbirth educator or “doula”.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Food and Nutrition, Physics,
Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sociology, Psychology. Nursing requires you to be on your feet a great deal, so being
physically ﬁt is an asset.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Associate in Science Degree R.M.N./R.N.; Associate in Science Degree in Basic
General Nursing; Associate in Science Degree in Basic Psychiatric Nursing; Certiﬁcate
in Midwifery
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT; Ministry of Health—Campuses: Port of Spain and San Fernando
Midwifery: There is no cost to individuals—you must be an employee of the Ministry
of Health. A stipend is paid during Training.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$11,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Community Nurse, Social Worker, Occupational Therapist, Nursing Instructor, Clinical
Instructor, Personal Care Worker, Ambulance Ofﬁcer, Physiotherapist, Rehabilitation
Counsellor
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Afﬁliate Membership in the Trinidad and Tobago Nurses Association
Trinidad and Tobago Psychiatric Nurses Association
Trinidad and Tobago Association of Midwives
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A caring and supportive attitude and good communication skills will serve a Nurse
well, as will being a team player. Choosing to specialise in a speciﬁc area can
signiﬁcantly improve your chances for career advancement.
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Useful websites
The International Federation of Midwives (www.internationalmidwives.org)
The Royal College of Midwives (www.rcm.org.uk)

Optometrist
What does an Optometrist do?
Optometrists perform eye examinations and vision tests to determine the presence of
visual and other problems relating to the eye. They also prescribe lenses, other optical
aids and therapy.
Optometrists may perform the following tasks:
• examine the health of eyes and the visual system to determine visual acuity and
perception using a variety of instruments, techniques and tests
• diagnose diseases and other abnormalities, such as glaucoma or other
impairments and prescribe corrective spectacle or contact lenses to correct or
conserve vision
• consult with and refer patients to ophthalmologists or other health care
practitioners if additional medical treatment is deemed necessary
• correct vision defects by prescribing and dispensing glasses or contact lenses,
special optical aids (e.g. telescopic and microscopic devices), exercises, or
changes in working conditions (such as improved lighting)
• check glasses and contact lenses for accuracy and comfort and advise patients
on how they should be worn and cared for
Most optometrists interact with members of the public on a regular basis.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
After attending University, optometry students must intern for a pre-registration year
before doing examinations to qualify for their degree. Once licensed, optometrists
either seek employment with practicing ﬁrms, hospitals or may open their own
businesses.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Additional Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
N/A. In the United Kingdom, B.Sc. in Optometry and Member of British College of
Optometrists (MBCO). In the U.S.A., Doctor of Optometry (O.D.)
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Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
N/A. In the United Kingdom, the cost is approximately TT$500,000 (inclusive of living
expenses and tuition) for 3 years. In the U.S.A. the cost is approximately the same, the
programme is 7 years.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Opthalmologist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Optometrists Association
Trinidad and Tobago Registration Council of Optometrists
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
This is not a ﬁeld for people who are adverse to repetitive tasks or social interaction.
At the moment, local optometrists are restricted by Ophthalmologists in the use of
diagnostic and therapeutic drugs for patients, which is also common practice abroad.
Optometrists should update their training with refresher courses as often as possible.
Useful websites
American Optometric Association (www.aoanet.org/)

Pharmacist
What does a Pharmacist do?
Pharmacists supply, dispense and manufacture medicines and drugs in hospitals and
private pharmacies, and advise on their appropriate use. They also conduct research
into the formulation, production, storage, quality control and distribution of medicines
and drugs.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social
Typical career path
After qualifying, graduates must intern for one year with an experienced pharmacist
who supervises progress. After that period you can apply to the Regional Health
Authority for placement or apply for position directly to a pharmacy.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
5 GCE O Level passes or CXC passes or equivalent including English Language and
Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Passes in A Level Chemistry and one from Biology, Zoology, Physics or Mathematics,
General Paper.
OR
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A Certiﬁcate, Diploma, or Associate Degree from a recognised tertiary or other
recognised institution. These programmes will be assessed, and suitable candidates will
be asked to follow additional courses to bring them to an acceptable level for entry into
the third year of the B.Sc. Pharmacy degree programme.
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
An understanding of business if the pharmacist intends to open his/her own pharmacy
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. in Pharmacy
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT $20,000 per year for four years
What other professions could this training lead to?
Administrative position in hospitals, Clinical Pharmacy, Teaching, Consultancy, a
research position with a pharmaceutical ﬁrm
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Pharmacy Board of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A rewarding profession for those who are entrepreneurially inclined, as many
pharmacists do open their own businesses. Related occupations include chemist,
forensic scientist, life scientist, medical scientist
Useful websites
Pharmacist.com (www.pharmacist.com)

Physical Therapist
What does a Physical Therapist do?
Physiotherapists (also called Physical Therapists) assess, treat and prevent disorders in
human movement caused by injury and disease.
A physiotherapist may perform the following tasks:
• assess the physical condition of patients to diagnose problems and plan
appropriate treatment
• use a range of techniques to strengthen and stretch muscles and joints to
improve patient mobility (perform massage, hydrotherapy, breathing and
relaxation techniques)
• perform spinal and peripheral joint mobilisation and manipulation
• use equipment such as heat packs, exercise equipment, ice packs, ultrasound
and electrotherapy to ease pain, reduce swelling and improve range of
movement
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•

re-train patients to walk or to use devices such as walking frames, splints,
crutches and wheelchairs
• educate patients, their families and the community to prevent injury and
disability and to lead healthy lifestyles
Physiotherapists may specialise in speciﬁc areas such as musculoskeletal
physiotherapy, geriatric care, occupational health and safety, sports medicine, babies
and young children, problems of the nervous system and spinal injuries.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social
Typical career path
After qualiﬁcation physiotherapists may work as part of a health care team,
independently in private practice or as industry consultants.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Food & Nutrition, Integrated
Science, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sports Studies or Sports Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. in Physiotherapy
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None. The closest regional option for study is in Jamaica.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
N/A. Tuition fees for Physiotherapy in the UK are approximately £15,000 per annum.
The North American option may be slightly cheaper, based on the exchange rate alone.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Sports Medicine, Sports Scientist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Physiotherapy Association of Trinidad and Tobago (PATT).
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Related occupations include Chiropractor, Massage Therapist, Medical Practitioner,
Nurse, Occupational Therapist, Osteopath, Podiatrist, Prosthetist/Orthotist, Speech
Pathologist, Sports Scientist, Physical Education Teacher
Useful websites
Physiotherapy Association of Trinidad and Tobago (www.physiotnt.org)
Physical Therapy.com (physicaltherapy.com)
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Psychologist
What does a Psychologist do?
Psychologists study the human mind and human behavior. Research psychologists
investigate the physical, cognitive, emotional, or social aspects of human behavior.
Psychologists in health service provider ﬁelds provide mental health care in hospitals,
clinics, schools, or private settings. Psychologists employed in applied settings such as
business, industry, government or non-proﬁt organisations provide training, conduct
research, design systems, and act as advocates for psychology. Clinical psychologists—
who constitute the largest group—most often work in counselling centres, independent
or group practices, hospitals, or clinics. They help mentally and emotionally disturbed
clients adjust to life and may help medical and surgical patients deal with illnesses or
injuries.
Generally speaking, psychologists perform the following tasks:
• examine and discuss behaviours and sometimes use tests to help “diagnose”
clients’ psychological and emotional problems
• counsel clients and provide therapy to help them improve daily functioning, life
skills and overall emotional health and well-being
• apply theories and principles about behaviour and mental processes, such as
learning, memory, perception and language
• conduct studies and/or experimental research, publish papers, review and keep
up-to-date with literature
• consult and work as part of a healthcare team
Areas of specialisation include behavioural, educational, child, developmental, social,
sports, industrial, forensic, rehabilitation, gerontological, neurological, and cognitive
psychology.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Most psychologists choose between working in clinical practice or experimental
research. You can specialise in one of many different areas within the ﬁeld of
psychology. Many psychologists develop specialisations in more than one area.
Experienced psychologists may become managers or administrators in their
workplaces, while others run their own clinical practices. Psychologists also have
opportunities to teach or consult and their skills and knowledge may be transferable to
related healthcare careers.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Science, Social
Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Sociology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sociology
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Psychologists with a Ph.D. qualify for a wide range of teaching, research, clinical, and
counseling positions in universities, healthcare services, elementary and secondary
schools, private industry, and government. Psychologists with a Doctor of Psychology
(Psy.D.) degree usually work in clinical positions or in private practices.
Persons with a Master’s degree in psychology may work as industrial-organisational
psychologists or school psychologists. They also choose jobs as psychological
assistants, under the supervision of doctoral-level psychologists, and conduct research
or psychological evaluations. A Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualiﬁes a person
to assist psychologists and other professionals in community mental health centres,
vocational rehabilitation ofﬁces, and correctional programmes.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad and Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI, Social Sciences Department offers undergraduate courses in Psychology
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad and Tobago?
$13,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Given the wide range of psychological issues in both the public and private sectors
(including private practice), psychologists can specialise in a variety of areas including:
Clinical Neuropsychology, Forensic Psychology, Educational and Developmental
Psychology and Sport Psychology, just to name a few. The profession can also lead to
jobs as research or administrative assistants, sales or management trainees. Graduates
can also become technicians in related ﬁelds such as Criminology, Counselling, Social
Work, Sociology, Sports Science and Teaching.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Medical Professionals Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
More than one in four psychologists are self-employed, nearly four times the average
for professional workers. Opportunities in psychology are limited for those with only a
bachelor’s degree. Communication skills and a caring attitude are important.
Useful websites
American Psychology Association (www.apa.org)

Radiographer
What does a Medical Diagnostic Radiographer do?
A Medical Diagnostic Radiographer (also known as Medical Imaging Technologist)
operates X-ray and other imaging equipment to produce radiographs (X-ray ﬁlms) and
other images which are used in the diagnosis and subsequent management of disease or
injury.
A Radiographer may perform the following tasks:

150

Career Directory – Health Services

•
•
•
•

Operate radiographic machines and equipment to take radiographs for
diagnostic purposes
Conduct routine examinations (X-rays) and perform special procedures such as
barium meal and cystograms under the supervision of a Radiologist
Check processed ﬁlm for clarity, density and alignment and may repeat
examination if necessary
Record examination results and refer patients back to doctor

What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
On qualiﬁcation, Medical Diagnostic Radiographers may seek employment in a
hospital radiology department, diagnostic clinic or specialised imaging centre. They
work as part of a team with other health professionals, medical staff and nursing staff.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Information Technology,
Integrated Science, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Physiology, Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Degree in Radiological Sciences
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT offers an Associate in Applied Science Degree in Radiological Sciences
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$13,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Radiographers may specialise in Sonography (the operation of ultrasound machines and
related equipment to produce images for medical diagnostic purposes).
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Medical Professional Association of Trinidad & Tobago (MPATT)

Social Worker
What does a Social Worker do?
Social Workers help improve people’s lives, either directly or by planning or carrying
out programs that beneﬁt groups or communities, helping them to function the best way
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they can in their environment and interpersonal relationships.
Child, family, and school social workers provide social services and assistance to
improve the social and psychological functioning of children and their families and to
maximize the family well-being and academic functioning of children
Medical and public health social workers provide persons, families, or vulnerable
populations with the psychosocial support needed to cope with chronic, acute, or
terminal illnesses, such as Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, or AIDS
Mental health and substance abuse social workers assess and treat individuals with
mental illness, or substance abuse problems, including abuse of alcohol, tobacco, or
other drugs.
Social work planners and policymakers develop programmes to address such issues as
child abuse, homelessness, substance abuse, poverty, and violence.
Social Workers also provide clients with information on services to assist them and
provide letters of referral or reports that will help them to obtain other services such
as crisis accommodation or social security beneﬁts. They also help communities and
groups to plan and carry out sustainable programs that enable them to help themselves.
Many Social Workers lobby to change social welfare policies and procedures in the
pursuit of social justice for all members of society.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Upon gaining qualiﬁcations in this ﬁeld, social workers tend to be employed with the
government, but many also take jobs with NGOs and other such community-based
organisations. With enough experience, especially if the individual is well respected
and results-oriented, consultancy may also be an option.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Economics, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Economics, Sociology, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Psychology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A Bachelor’s degree in Social Work is the minimum requirement, but a Master’s
degree in Social Work is increasingly becoming the standard required for many
positions.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$11,800 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Teaching, Social Research, Consulting, Psychology, Rehabilitation Counselling,
Sociology

152

Career Directory – Health Services

What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Regional Health Authorities
Ministry of Community Empowerment, Sport and Consumer Affairs
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Social workers should be emotionally mature, objective, and sensitive to people and
their problems. They must be able to handle responsibility, work independently, and
maintain good working relationships with clients and coworkers. Taking on a voluntary
or paid job as a social work aide is a good way of testing one’s interest in this ﬁeld.
Useful websites
UWI, Faculty of Social Sciences (www.uwi.tt/fss/default.asp)

Veterinarian
What does a Veterinarian do?
Veterinarians diagnose and treat sickness, disease and injury in all types of animals.
They advise on measures to prevent the occurrence or spread of diseases and on ways
to improve the health and productivity of animals, and supervise safety standards on
food supplies. Veterinarians may work either indoors or outdoors depending on the
location of their employment. They usually work long and irregular hours, especially
those in private practice who may be called upon to treat sick animals at any hour of the
day or night.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Graduates can start practicing immediately after qualiﬁcation. Vets will enter
either private practice or work for the government (Ministry of Agriculture). Most
government work is ﬁeld work involving large animals and interactions with farmers.
Private practice may involve both small and large animals. There are internships
available at the Veterinary Hospital at Mount Hope for those going on to specialise.
Graduates also go abroad to work: in certain Caribbean islands, North America and the
UK one is required to pass a licensing examination to be able to practice.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology or Zoology, Chemistry, Physics, General Paper
UWI’s School of Veterinary Medicine also offers a Pre-Veterinary programme
designed to prepare applicants who are unable to meet the requirements for
matriculation.
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Agriculture, Business Management, Psychology
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation are
required/recommended?
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM). UWI’s School of Veterinary Medicine also
offers courses leading to postgraduate M.Phil and Ph.D degrees.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI, School of Veterinary Medicine
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Years 1–3: $36,700 per year
Years 4–5: $44,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Agricultural Scientist, Life Scientist, Zoologist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Caribbean Veterinary Medical Association
Useful websites:
UWI School of Veterinary Medicine (www.uwivet.edu)
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LAW& PUBLIC SAFETY
Attorney-At-Law
Law Enforcement
Police Service, Regiment, Coast Guard
Forensic Science
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Attorney-At-Law
What does an Attorney do?
Attorneys provide advice, write documents and conduct negotiations on legal matters,
and may represent clients in court and tribunal proceedings.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Since the law touches practically every area of life, a law degree offers numerous
professional possibilities. Newly qualiﬁed attorneys may go to work for the government
in the capacity of prosecutors, policy makers, legal ofﬁcers etc., for private law ﬁrms,
or for the legal or administrative divisions of banks or business corporations. Senior
attorneys from either private practice or government may be named magistrates or
judges. In private ﬁrms, attorneys rise through the ranks to the position of associate or
partner.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Literature in English, History, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
An understanding of politics and economics is useful, as well as some background in
ﬁnance and other aspects of business if one is aiming for a corporate career.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
recommended?
University degree in Law (LLB) followed by a Legal Education Certiﬁcate (LEC)
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
University degree in Law (LLB): UWI—full time only for 3 years (1 year St Augustine,
2 years Cave Hill, Barbados); School of Accounting and Management (University of
London)—part-time only for 3 years; Beckles and Associates (University of London)—
full time for 3 years or part time for 3 years; Institute of Law & Academic Studies
(University of London)—full time for 3 years, part time for 3 years or part time for 3
years
Legal Education Certiﬁcate (LEC): Hugh Wooding Law School—full-time, but if the
student’s situation is approved by the Law School and that student’s job hours are
ﬂexible, he/she may sit for the LEC while employed
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
• UWI: $60,000 for 3 years
• School of Accounting and Management: $38,000
• Beckles and Associates: $6,500 per year full time, $5,400 per year part-time
• Institute of Law & Academic Studies: $39,000 for all 3 years
What other professions could this training lead to?
Law lecturer (also see “Typical Career Path” above)
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What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
The following are critical to success as an attorney: good oral and written
communication skills; an ability to understand, analyse and use facts quickly and
logically and an ability to work under pressure and deal with a variety of people
Useful websites
Faculty of Law, University of the West Indies (law.uwichill.edu.bb)
The Judiciary of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (www.ttlawcourts.org)

Law Enforcement
Police Service/Regiment/Coast Guard
A police ofﬁcer patrols areas within his/her division (mobile units, mounted branch,
dog patrols, foot patrols); regulates trafﬁc; investigates crime; deals with disputes in
communities (domestic violence, disturbances, etc.); maintains order at parliament,
courts, public venues, etc.; does guard duties for dignitaries, government ofﬁcials, etc.
and clerical work for branches.
Members of the Defence Force—Regiment—contribute to the maintenance of a safe
and secure environment for citizens of a country. They also assist in the promotion
of hemispheric and international security and development. The force is well
equipped, trained in a broad range of disciplines and actively involved in community
development. Careers in the regiment include: Auto and Diesel Mechanics; Medical
Aides; Machinists; Welders; Paramedics; Straighteners and Painters; Typist/Clerks;
Radio Technicians; Computer Technicians; Air-conditioning and Refrigeration
Technicians; Carpenters; Musicians; Masons/Plumbers; Storekeepers; Electricians
(Auto and Household); Stewards; Tailors
Members of the Defence Force—Coast Guard—do the same in keeping the country’s
maritime borders safe. Careers in the Coast Guard include Seamen; Shipwrights
(Carpenters); Cooks; Computer Technicians; Radio Technicians; Aircraft Mechanics;
Auto and Diesel Mechanics.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
Minimum requirements are 3 O Level passes including English Language with Grades
I, II and III
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Not necessary, but if you can, do Literature in English, Mathematics and Sociology.
To join the Defense Force, you must be between the ages of 18 and 25, of good
character with no record of criminal activity or substance abuse.
If applying for the post of Commissioned Ofﬁcer:
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
Minimum requirements are 5 O Level passes including English Language, Mathematics
and a Science subject
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GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Passes in 2 A Level subjects
Not necessary, but if you can, do English, Mathematics and Sociology.
Applicants for the post Other Ranks must have a school leaving certiﬁcate, or a
Secondary School education.
Applicants for the Engineering Corps must be 18–35 years and have earned at least a
National Craftsman’s Certiﬁcate or equivalent qualiﬁcation. Previous work experience
is desirable.
Applicants for the post of Cook or Steward must provide evidence of formal training
from a recognised institution.
All applicants must pass an Entry Examination and a Physical Fitness Test.
Upon enlistment Candidates will be required to sign a Contractual Agreement for
an initial period of three (3) or six (6) years and to successfully complete fourteen
(14) weeks of Basic Training. After successful completion of the initial period of
engagement, you may re-engage for subsequent periods.
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Computer Science
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
No degree is required to enter. Successful trainees become full-ﬂedged members of the
particular service and begin their careers immediately.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Police Training College, Defense Force
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Trainees at the College are paid a salary equivalent to that of a Police Constable for the
duration of their course.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Security professional, Consultancy.
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
During the ﬁrst two years of your career as a Police ofﬁcer, you are required to learn
basic policing, regardless of educational qualiﬁcations. After this period, you can opt
to do a degree in Criminal Justice, Police Science or even Law. Although promotions
are decided upon by the Police Service Commission, you can better your chances by
becoming as educated and as versatile as possible.
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Forensic Science
What does a Forensic Scientist do?
• Examines and analyses evidence using standard scientiﬁc methods and
equipment
• Visits scenes of crime to collect evidence
• Prepares reports to be used in Courts of Law
• Testiﬁes in court as an expert witness
• May serve as specialists in area of expertise, such as ballistics, ﬁngerprinting,
handwriting, or biochemistry
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic
Typical career path
Students who are interested in Science, particularly the lab-work aspect of it, may
gravitate towards this type of job. A typical career path may involve working in
hospital labs and then applying for a forensic scientist position. The ﬁeld will continue
to get more interesting with the continuing development of DNA testing.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Criminal Justice
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Postgraduate Qualiﬁcation in a Forensic Science Discipline
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None. You would have to go abroad to qualify for this profession.
What other professions could this training lead to?
Consultancy, Criminal Justice Studies
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
The Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
When deciding whether to enter this ﬁeld, concentrate on enjoying your science classes
and keep an open mind about what you want to do.
Useful websites
The Forensic Science Society(www.forensic-science-society.org.uk/)
The Canadian Society of Forensic Science (www.csfs.ca/)
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Chemist
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Marine Biologist
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Chemist
What does a Chemist do?
Chemists study and apply the physical and chemical properties of substances to
determine their composition, to develop new substances, processes and products, and to
increase scientiﬁc knowledge. Chemists should not be confused with pharmacists (see
separate description for Pharmacist).
A chemist may perform the following tasks:
• conduct experiments to identify chemical composition and study chemical
changes which occur in natural substances and processed materials
• undertake research and analysis to develop and test theories, techniques and
processes
• develop practical applications of experiments and research ﬁndings such as
for the synthesis of new compounds for industrial, agricultural, veterinary and
medical use
• test products and materials and prepare speciﬁcations and standards to ensure
compliance with government health laws and quality standards
• undertake cost analysis, pricing and quality assurance exercises when
developing new substances, processes and products
• take part in the marketing and ﬁnancial reporting of substances, processes or
product development
• supervise and coordinate the work of technical support staff
• conduct routine analyses in a process environment.
Specialisations within the ﬁeld include Analytical/Clinical Chemist,
Development Chemist, Environmental Chemist, Geochemist, Industrial/Production
Chemist, Research Chemist.
Chemists may work alone or as part of a team of professionals and technicians.
They work in laboratories or in the ﬁeld, chemical processing plants, in ofﬁces and
educational institutions. Depending on the type of laboratory, chemists may have to
handle dangerous or hazardous materials.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic
Typical career path
Young people often begin as research assistants and then go on to specialise in the area
of Chemistry that interests them. They may go on to become researchers or teachers.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Chemistry, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any science-related studies
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. in Chemistry; M.Sc. or PhD in Chemistry
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Full time: $13,000 per year
Part-time: for new students $350 per credit or $1,050 per 3-credit course
What other professions could this training lead to?
Laboratory services, Food Technology, Research
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
American Chemical Society
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Depending upon your area, you spend a lot of time doing research or lecturing.
Useful websites
American Chemical Society (www.acs.org)

Computer Systems Analyst
What does a Systems Analyst do?
Computer systems analysts analyse business, scientiﬁc, engineering or other technical
requirements or problems, and design computer systems to meet clients’ needs.
A related ﬁeld is network engineering. A network engineer is a high-level technician
who plans, implements and supports network solutions between multiple platforms. A
network engineer installs and maintains local area network hardware and software, and
troubleshoots network usage and computer peripherals.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Artistic/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
Typical career path
Computer Systems Analysts typically go to work for IT services ﬁrms or IT department
of corporations.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Chemistry, Computer Science, Information
Technology, Physics, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, Computing, Mathematics, General Paper
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What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Sociology
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. in Computer Science, Information Science or Management of Information
Systems. Associate degree with relevant experience (2 years minimum) may also be
suitable
Graduate degree may be required/preferred for more technically complex areas of this
ﬁeld. Some employers require other professional certiﬁcation e.g. MSCE, OCP etc.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
School of Business & Computer Science (SBCS), Caribbean Union College,
(CUC)Trinidad & Tobago Institute of Technology (TTIT), UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$15,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Managerial or Project Leadership, Manager of Information Systems, Chief Information
Ofﬁcer, Consultancy
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Association for Computing Machinery
Institute for the Management of Information Systems
Association of Information Technology Professionals
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Good communication and interpersonal skills are also important tools for the job.
Useful websites
National Workforce Center for Emerging Technologies, USA (www.nwcet.org)
Computer Society (www.computer.org)
The Association of Information Technology Professionals (www.aitp.org)

Geologist
What does a Geologist do?
Geologists (also known as Geoscientists) study the Earth’s physical composition,
structure, history and natural processes. They provide information for use in solving
problems and establishing policies for resource management, environmental protection,
public health, safety, and welfare. Geologists gather and interpret data, generate
ideas, and communicate the results of their work in writing, illustrations and in oral
presentations. They often work with other scientists and engineers in teams, reﬂecting
the complexity of the problems they address. Environmental geologists work to solve
problems with pollution, waste disposal and urban development and hazards, such as
ﬂooding and erosion.
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Typical career path
On qualiﬁcation most Geologists seek work in industry, either in mineral extraction,
petroleum, or environmental ﬁrms. However, consulting, academia, and state and local
government agencies as well as the Government are viable options.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Social
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Chemistry, Geography,
Information Technology, Integrated Science, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Chemistry, Geography, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any of the foreign languages, since there are good employment opportunities abroad
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Usually a Master’s degree is required for major professional entry-level positions.
Students contemplating a professional career in Geology should consider getting an
advanced degree. A Ph.D. is needed for advancement in university teaching and in most
higher-level research positions.
What local institutions offer courses leading to these qualiﬁcations?
UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$13,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Geochemists, Environmental Scientists and Specialists, including Health,
Mineralogists, Geophysicists
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
American Geological Institute
Useful websites
American Geological Institute (www.agiweb.org)
Earth Science World (www.earthscienceworld.org)

Marine Biologist
What does a Marine Biologist do?
Marine Biologists study the origin, structure, functions and behaviour of all forms of
life in the sea and connected rivers and lakes, their relationships with each other, and
how they are affected by environmental factors.
Marine Biologists may perform the following tasks:
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•
•

estimate the numbers of marine organisms and analyse their population features
observe the structure of communities of marine organisms and work out the
factors inﬂuencing this structure
• assess and advise on introduced species—causes, effects, prevention and
control
• use numerical and statistical skills to design laboratory and ﬁeld experiments
• design and carry out environmental impact assessments to work out whether
change is caused by natural or human factors
• develop long-term programmes for monitoring environmental pollution
• provide information and recommendations for the development of marine
conservation and harvesting policies, including aquaculture
• write scientiﬁc reports on research and investigations, and more general
information for scientiﬁc, managerial, political and general audiences
• provide advice to managers, politicians, primary producers, health care workers
and the general public
• provide research training for students and staff seeking entry to this ﬁeld.
Marine biologists are required to work both in the laboratory and for extended periods
at sea or shore-based ﬁeld stations. Field work may include working on commercial
ﬁshing vessels and small inshore vessels and scuba diving. It should also be noted that
much of the work of many marine biologists involves ofﬁce work, research, writing of
reports and long hours in laboratories.
Typical career path
Options available to Marine Biologists include research positions at organisations such
as the Institute of Marine Affairs, Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment,
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries and National Fisheries. New, stricter
environmental legislation has also created opportunities for Marine Biology graduates
in industry, as companies whose activities affect environmentally sensitive areas now
employ environmental ofﬁcers.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Social
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, Caribbean History,
Computer Science, Information Technology, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Levels:
Biology, Chemistry, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Environmental Law
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
The minimum formal qualiﬁcation is a Bachelor’s degree in Marine Biology. Certain
employers may require a Master’s or even a Ph.D.
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What local institutions offer courses leading to these qualiﬁcations?
UWI offers a minor in Marine Biology (a major is offered at the Mona campus in
Jamaica)
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$12,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Biochemistry, Biophysicist, Environmental Science, Microbiologist
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute of Marine Affairs
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
New environmental legislation, including the designation of Buccoo Reef as an
environmentally sensitive area and expansion in the energy sector (where much of the
activity is offshore) have created new opportunities for Marine Biologists.
Useful websites
Institute of Marine Affairs (www.ima.gov.tt)

Meteorology
What does a Meteorologist do?
Meteorologists predict the weather using scientiﬁc methods, ranging from the
traditional thermometers and rain gauges, to state-of-the art technology like
supercomputers, Doppler radar, and satellite receivers. The Meteorologist’s goal is to
provide accurate information on the weather, climate and atmosphere. This information
helps us live safely and efﬁciently. Duties include:
• analysing and interpreting meteorological data
• producing weather forecasts and acting as a consultant to the general public and
to aviation, marine, farming and forestry industries and to others engaged in
weather sensitive activities
• conducting research into the processes and determinants of atmospheric
phenomena, weather and climate
Specialisations in the ﬁeld include Research Meteorology, Marine Meteorology, Agro
Meteorology, Medical Meteorology and Climatology.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Enterprising/Investigative
Typical career path
On qualiﬁcation Meteorologists may seek work with the government Meteorological
service. Meteorologists are also involved in providing scientiﬁc consultancy services
in applied meteorology, international services, policy development, administration and
training.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Geography, Information
Technology, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Geography, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Geosciences
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
B.Sc. Degree in Meteorology
Master’s Degree programmes are not available in the Caribbean
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Not available locally, but at UWI, Cave Hill, Barbados. Candidates can apply with
a full CXC certiﬁcate including Math and Physics for the four-year undergraduate
programme.
Candidates can also apply with Advanced Level passes in Math and Physics for the
three-year undergraduate programme.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Not available locally. TT$75,000 for the three-year programme at UWI, Cave Hill;
TT$100,000 for the four-year programme
What other professions could this training lead to?
Environmental Management at companies like EMA, IMA or in Environment
Departments of energy-based industries
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
As with any other profession, you must be prepared to keep current by reading industry
journals and upgrading your training whenever possible and to keep abreast of new
practices in the ﬁeld.
Useful websites
The Trinidad and Tobago Metreological Services (www.tntmet.gov.tt)
World Metreology Organisation (www.wmo.int)

Software Programmer
What does a Software Programmer do?
Software programmers write, modify, integrate and test computer code for
microcomputer and mainframe software applications, data processing applications,
operating systems-level software and communications software.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Enterprising/Systematic
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Typical career path
A software programmer can become an Interactive Media Developer. This fast-growing
ﬁeld involves writing, modifying integrating and testing computer code for internet
applications, computer-based training software, computer games, ﬁlm, video and other
interactive media.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Chemistry, Electrical &
Electronic Technology, Information Technology, Physics
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Chemistry, Computing, Mathematics, Physics, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Graphic Design
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Certiﬁcation in Programming Languages e.g. JAVA, C++
Associate Degree in Computer Science and at least two years’ experience
B.Sc. in Computing, Computer Science, Mathematics or Information Systems
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
School of Business & Computer Science (SBCS), Caribbean Union College (CUC),
Trinidad & Tobago Institute of Technology (TTIT), UWI
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$15,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Programmer/Analyst, System Analysts, Management, Consultancy
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Institute for the Management of Information Systems
Association for Computing Machinery
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Programmers need to be logical thinkers who pay close attention to detail, are patient,
persistent, analytical and possess the ability to work under pressure and meet deadlines.
Useful websites
Association for Computing Machinery (www.acm.org)
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Air Trafﬁc Controller
Commercial Pilot
Flight Attendant
Transport Clerk
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Air Trafﬁc Controller
What does an Air Trafﬁc Controller do?
Air trafﬁc controllers manage the safe and orderly ﬂow of aircraft into, out of and
between airports. Air trafﬁc controllers may perform the following tasks:
• maintain radio contact with pilots to keep aircraft separated on air routes and
near major airports, in “corridors” of controlled airspace
• make sure that aircraft operate only on pre-arranged routes and altitudes
• use radar to monitor and control aircraft movements
• provide information and assistance to pilots and emergency services during
emergencies.
Air trafﬁc controllers operate in shifts, often out of normal ofﬁce hours, and are usually
required to work on any day of the year.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
People normally apply for employment after completing certiﬁcation. With experience
and further study, you may be promoted to supervisory positions.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science, Geography, Physics
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Any foreign languages. Should have an aptitude for working with computers,
instrumentation and equipment.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
A Certiﬁcate in Air Trafﬁc Control
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
Civil Aviation Training School
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
TT$30,000
What other professions could this training lead to?
Civil Aviation Administrative positions up to the highest level (both locally and
internationally); airline pilot
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Air Trafﬁc Control Association; International Federation of Air
Trafﬁc Controllers
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Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
The job is very demanding and requires considerable alertness and concentration since
you are imparting information that could affect life and death situations if information
is incorrect.
Useful websites
International Federation of Air Trafﬁc Controllers’ Associations (IFATCA)
(www.ifatca.org)

Commercial Pilot
What does a Commercial Pilot do?
Pilots ﬂy various types of aircraft including light planes, helicopters and airline aircraft,
depending on the aircraft type they are approved to ﬂy. They may transport passengers,
mail and freight, to or from overseas on scheduled (airline) and unscheduled (charter)
services, or provide other aviation services as required.
Pilots may carry out the following tasks in a variety of aircraft:
• prepare ﬂight plans based on weather forecasts and operational information
• make sure aircraft are properly loaded for a safe and efﬁcient ﬂight
• check fuel requirements and fuel quantities prior to ﬂight
• check on maintenance status of aircraft prior to ﬂight
• conduct checks of ﬂight controls, instruments and aircraft engines
• ﬂy aircraft according to established operating and safety procedures, including
abnormal and emergency situations
• make sure passengers are correctly informed of emergency procedures and
maintain care of passengers
• provide passengers with information and weather details
• take bookings, load aircraft and generally assist in the promotion and running
of the company.
Specialisations within the ﬁeld include Aeromedical Pilot, Agricultural Pilot, Airline
Pilot, Helicopter Pilot, Flying Instructor, Military Pilot.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
After applying to ﬂight school, a candidate must sit a series of written examinations
and obtain a certain number of hours (approximately 230) in order to qualify as a
Commercial Pilot. In the case of BWIA, a newly qualiﬁed pilot joins the airline as a
First Ofﬁcer and advances according to seniority, which makes him/her eligible for
vacant positions on other ﬂeets in the following order: Training First Ofﬁcer, Captain,
Training Captain, Fleet Manager and Chief Pilot. The Chief Pilot deals with the
establishment of the pilot body as well as the continued training pilots, captains and
ﬁrst ofﬁcers.
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What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Geography, Information Technology, Physics,
Spanish
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Computing, Geography, Physics, Spanish, General Paper. Other options are Accounting
and Economics
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
First Aid and CPR training. If you are interested in entering the training department as
a Fleet Manager, management and business training are useful.
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Trinidad and Tobago Commercial Pilot’s License with instrument rating
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
BRIKO Air Services, though they only offer up to a Private Pilot’s License (45 hours
ﬂying time is required before you can qualify for commercial pilot training). Most
people go abroad for further training.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$23,250–$27,750 for Private Pilot License
What other professions could this training lead to?
Helicopter Pilot, Aircraft Inspector, Service Technician, Transportation Consultant,
Aircraft Mechanic/Engineer
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Trinidad and Tobago Airline Pilots Association (TTALPA)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Get hold of a copy of the classic text on the subject of aeronautics From The Ground
Up by Sandy A. F. Macdonald and Isabel L. Peppler. Good health is essential, as you
must pass a medical exam in order to get even a student pilot’s license.
Useful websites
Landings.com (www.landings.com)
BWIA (www.bwee.com)
TTALPA (www.ttalpa.org)
BRIKO Air Services Limited (www.brikoair.com)
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Flight Attendant
What does a Flight Attendant do?
Flight attendants look after the safety and comfort of aircraft passengers and aircraft
cabin crew. A ﬂight attendant may perform the following tasks:
• conduct pre-ﬂight cabin checks, receive prepared meals, beverages and
equipment
•

check boarding passes and direct passengers to seats

•

advise passengers of safety regulations

•

distribute reading material and serve meals and drinks

•

provide ﬁrst aid treatment and assist sick passengers

•

anticipate and provide for the comfort of passengers needing special attention,
including unaccompanied children, parents with infants, people with
disabilities, elderly and non-English-speaking passengers

•

take action in the event of decompression, turbulence, mechanical malfunction,
or unlawful acts by passengers

• prepare for emergency landings and the evacuation of passengers.
Flight attendants work in shifts that involve irregular hours, working weekends
and public holidays, and spending time away from home. They work long hours in
a pressurised cabin and must adjust to varying climatic conditions and different
time zones.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
At the end of the training period (in the case of BWIA this comprises two months of
classes and four months working on aircraft as a trainee) and on successful completion
of an examination, a Flight Attendant begins working for an airline. After a number of
years and depending on the airline’s need, one may be made a Purser.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), English Literature (B), Mathematics, French and/or Spanish,
Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business, Social Studies
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, French and/or Spanish, Literature in English, Mathematics,
Sociology, General Paper
The minimum requirements for applying to BWIA are ﬁve CXC/GCE O Level
subjects, including English and Math. A Level subjects and tertiary education are useful
but not required.
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
A First Aid Certiﬁcate and Flight Attendant Swimming Certiﬁcate from a recognised
institution in Trinidad & Tobago must be completed before applying to the airline.
Languages, including Sign Language, are an asset.
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What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Except for the First Aid Certiﬁcate and Flight Attendant Swimming Certiﬁcate, all
training is offered by the airline.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
St John’s Ambulance Brigade and the Trinidad & Tobago Red Cross for First Aid.
YMCA, La Joya for swimming certiﬁcates. Training is offered by the airline once the
candidate is accepted.
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
Swimming lessons differ with each organisation but should be approximately TT$50–
$100 per lesson. First Aid Course at St Johns is approximately TT$500
What other professions could this training lead to?
Careers in Hospitality, other airline jobs.
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Some Flight Attendants join the Aviation, Communication and Allied Workers Union
(ACAWU)
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
Being a Flight Attendant is not as easy, glamorous or trivial as many people think. The
training is quite intense. As a Flight Attendant you are the eyes and ears of the pilots to
inform them of any unusual signs (ﬁre, smoke, ice) and sounds—safety is your main
focus. You will also be expected to be trained to safeguard the lives of the passengers
in the event of an emergency and to prolong life until rescue, and you will be required
to spend a great deal of time on your feet. Nevertheless, a great job for a young person
interested in seeing more of the world.

Transport Clerk
What does a Transport Clerk do?
Transport Clerks compile and check documents for and contents of freight goods, tally
and record consignments and destination details of articles, containers and passengers,
and make freight and transport bookings and related arrangements. A transport clerk
may perform the following tasks:
• check the number of articles or containers in consignments of goods received or
dispatched
•

make sure articles are in good condition and correspond to invoices, manifests
or other records

•

arrange internal distribution of goods received

•

prepare and attach documentation to articles to be dispatched

•

make sure clearance procedures (e.g. payment of any customs entry fees or
duties) are carried out, dispatch goods and arrange delivery promptly on arrival

•

spend time in warehouses packing and unpacking goods
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•

drive between wharves, container terminals, airports and government
departments

•

weigh items

•

contact senders to ﬁx shortages or to arrange replacement of damaged goods

•

maintain records of receipts and dispatches

•

undertake clerical work such as ﬁling, accounting, updating customs records,
preparing correspondence, and inputting and retrieving information from
computers.
Specialisations within this ﬁeld include Aircraft Load Controller, Bond Clerk, Customs
Clerk, Freight Trafﬁc Controller, Import/Export Clerk, Shipping Ofﬁcer/Clerk, Truck
Dispatcher.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Social/Systematic
Typical career path
Transport clerks typically ﬁnd employment either in large shipping/transport
organisations, or small import/export ﬁrms.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Computer Science Ofﬁce Procedures, Principles
of Accounts, Principles of Business
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Business Studies, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Foreign languages are assets
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
Not required for entry-level position, but a degree/certiﬁcation in Supervisory
Management would be an asset for promotion.
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
COSTAATT, School of Business and Computer Science
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
$13,000 per year
What other professions could this training lead to?
Customs & Excise Ofﬁcer, Customs Broker
Any other comments or information that would be helpful to young people
considering this profession?
A good head for ﬁgures is necessary. Persons who work well in stressful situations
should consider this career.
Useful websites
Shipping Association of Trinidad and Tobago (www.shipping.co.tt)
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Shipwright/Boat Builder
What does a Shipwright do?
Shipwrights (also known as Boat Builders) construct, ﬁt out, commission and repair
all types of vessels from small pleasure craft through to a range of competitive,
commercial and naval vessels. These vessels may be built from a range of materials
including metal, wood, aluminium, ﬁbreglass, plastic, composites or ferro cement.
Shipwrights may perform the following tasks:
• prepare preliminary sketches of structural parts and sections
• produce templates and patterns from full-size detail drawings
• ﬁt out internal and external components of vessels
• position sections accurately prior to permanent fastening by boilermakers or
welders
• prepare slipways and construct cradles used to support ships during
construction, transportation, launching and slipping
• supervise launching and slipping procedures
• carry out repairs
Shipwrights work in shipyards or in the repair sections of ports or in small boat yards
and marinas.
What type of person would/should do this job?
Practical/Investigative/Systematic/Artistic
Typical career path
Much of what a shipwright needs to know is typically learnt through apprenticing and
experience. Shipwrights may start out as an apprentices or labourers, and later move
on to become assemblers. After several years as an assembler, you may become a
supervisor. Some shipwrights become entrepreneurs, custom building boats for private
customers.
What school subjects are recommended?
CXC/GCE Ordinary (O) Level:
English Language (A), Mathematics, Electrical & Electronic Technology, Physics
Technical Drawing, Visual Arts
GCE Advanced (A) Level:
Art & Design, Geo & Mechanical Drawing, General Paper
What other subjects or areas of study could help?
Aerodynamics
What Degree, Diploma, Professional Certiﬁcation or higher qualiﬁcation is
required/recommended?
None required locally
Which institutions/colleges in Trinidad & Tobago offer these qualiﬁcations?
None
What is the approximate cost of study in Trinidad & Tobago?
N/A
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What other professions could this training lead to?
Industrial Design
What Professional Associations should aspiring professionals in this ﬁeld be aware
of and network with?
Yacht Services Association of Trinidad and Tobago (YSATT)
Useful websites
Yacht Services Association of Trinidad and Tobago (YSATT) (www.ysatt.org)
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